
SENATE .No. 54.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was committed the Petition
of the County Commissioners for the County of Barnstable
for leave to assess a tax not exceeding twenty-five thousand
dollars for the erection of a Jail and House of Correction,
and the several Remonstrances against the project,

That the County Commissioners presented their petition in
compliance with an order of the Supreme Judicial Court, to
whose attention the condition of the county buildings in said
county had been brought by the able District Attorney of the
district, in the very commendable discharge of his duty to the
public, after the neglect of the County Commissioners had been
presented by the Grand Jury as a “ proper subject for judicial
proceeding, inquiry, and remedy.”

Those who appeared in behalf of the remonstrants did not
deny that the county had neglected to provide a House of
Correction with “ convenient yards, workshops, and other suit-
able accommodations adjoining or appurtenant thereto, for the
safe keeping, correcting, governing, and employing of offenders
legally committed thereto” as required by statute.
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They alleged, however, that many of the towns of the county
were largely in debt; that since the presentment by the Grand
Jury the business of the county had been unremunerative;
that the market for their fish had been in a great measure cut
off by the rebellion of the Southern States; and that the same
cause will add largely to taxes they will cheerfully pay, but
which they desire should not be increased by the erection of
new buildings, when additions, at a much less expense, may be
made to those they already have, and which will meet the wants
of the county for many years.

The petitioners, in view of these allegations, ceased strenu-
ously to press their original claim for the erection of new
buildings.

It is proper to state that, though many of the towns are in
debt, the county is entirely out of debt, and has a surplus of
about four thousand dollars. This sum, together with the
amount they are authorized to raise by the Bill, which accom-
panies this Report, will enable the Commissioners to comply with
the requirements of the law.

This statement the Committee have made in explanation of
the small sum mentioned in the Bill.

BENJ. DEAN, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To authorize the raising of Money for the Erection or

Enlargement of a Jail and House of Correction in the
County of Barnstable.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners for the county
2 of Barnstable, are hereby authorized to borrow on the
3 credit of the county, in addition to the amount of
4 their estimate for county expenses for the present
5 year, a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars; the
6 same to be expended by said commissioners, or their
7 successors in office, in erecting a building to be used
8 as a jail and house of correction in the town of
9 Barnstable.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.



[Feb. ’62.4 COUNTY OF BARNSTABLE.

1 Sect. 2. The county commissioners for said county
2 of Barnstable, may, after the present year, apportion
3 for assessment upon the inhabitants of said county,
4 such proportion of the sum aforesaid, not exceeding
5 two thousand dollars in any one year, as the said
6 commissioners may determine.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


