
SENATE No. 116.

The undersigned, a minority of the Joint Standing Committee
on Railways and Canals, to whom was referred the Petition
of J. W. F. Hobbs and others, asking to be incorporated as
the Citizens’ Horse Railroad Company, in the City of Boston,
dissenting from the Report of the majority of said Committee,
respectfully submits the following

The petitioners, responsible persons of the city of Boston,
ask for an Act of incorporation, to enable them to transfer the
travel now done in omnibuses to street cars, with authority, by
the consent and under the direction and control of the board of
aldermen, to use such existing tracks, and to build such other
tracks as may be necessary to carry passengers from one
extremity of the city proper to the other, without change of
cars.

It was shown in the case of the petitioners that tire proprietor
of the Citizens’ Line of omnibuses was now running from the
south end through the westerly part of the city, by the several
railway stations, to Charlestown Bridge and the East Boston

In Senate, March 27,1862.

dtommonrocciltl) of Massachusetts.

REPORT:



0 [Mar.CITIZENS’ HORSE RAILROAD CO.

and Chelsea Ferries, 24 omnibuses daily, making 240 trips, or
480 passages daily, and furnishing about 5,760 seats for pas-
sengers ; that their rates of fare for the entire routes are five
cents for single fares, and seven tickets for twenty-five cents,
equal to 3|- cents each, and that for the six months ending
March 1, 1862, they carried 811,386 passengers,'—being at the
rate of 1,622,772 per year, and an increase of 70,188 passen-
gers over the previous six months, and the number of passengers
for the last year exceeding that of the previous by 107,089;
that their line was started about three years ago with eight
coaches, and although it now numbers twenty-four, the demands
for accommodation are greatly in advance of the supply.

It was also shown that in 1860 the population of the three
southern wards of the city, viz., Wards 9,10, and 11, together
with the three northerly and westerly wards, viz., Wards 1,8,
and 5, was something over 85,000, and the increase for the last
ten years in Wards 9 and 10 was 44 per cent., and in Ward 11,
100 per cent.; and that between the extremes of the city repre-
sented by these wards, there was a large and increasing travel,
for the accommodation of which, except by the Citizens’ Line
of omnibuses, there was no through route.

It Was also shown that the daily arrivals at, and departures
from, the several railway stations and ferries, mostly within the
limits of the wards above mentioned, was about 38,000 per day,
and that the Citizens’ Line was used to a considerable extent
by passengers going between these stations and the opposite
extremes of the city. From this evidence, and the testimony
of witnesses before the Committee, and from the petition of
nearly 2,600 petitioners, praying in aid of this petition, the
undersigned is convinced that there is a large and increasing
through travel between the extremes of the city, requiring
some further accommodations. A table of statistics, as proved
before the Committee, is appended hereto.

Considering the narrowness of many of the streets of the city
on which cars and omnibuses now run, it would seem to be good
policy, so far as practicable, to allow those who now run their
omnibuses to discontinue them, and to carry their passengers
over existing railroads, by paying therefor proper compensation,
and, if necessary, in order to complete the route, to build new
tracks.
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It is the opinion also of the undersigned, that when so large
a proportion of the streets of Boston are appropriated for the
accommodation of out-of-town travel which must reach the
centre of business, it would be unreasonable to deny to the
citizens of Boston the best facilities for passing from one
extremity of the city to the other.

Therefore the undersigned respectfully submits the accom-
panying bill, in accordance with the prayer of the petitioners.

ALFRED R. FIELD.
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STATISTICS

CITIZENS’ OMNIBUS LINE.

24 omnibuses, 26 sleighs, 152 horses.
2 Routes.—l. Concord Street, through West End to Charlestown Bridge.

2. Concord Street, through Commercial to Chelsea Ferry.
Daily Trips.

1. South End to West End and Charlestown Bridge, 180 trips, 360 passengers.
2. South End to North End and Chelsea Ferry, 60 “ 120 “

Total, 240 480

Runs 15 hours; one omnibus through Washington Street, every two minutes.
Accommodations provided,—l2 seats to an omnibus.

West End route, 2,160 each way. Total, 4,320
North End route, 720 “ “ “ 1,440

Total, 2,880 5,760

Receipts and Passengers.
Receipts for six months, ending March 1, 1862, . . . $32,455 45

Number of passengers, rated at 4 cents each, 811,386.
For one year, at that rate, 1,622,772.

Receipts for six months, ending September 1,1861, . . . $29,631 91
Number of passengers, rated at 4 cents each, 740,798.
For one year, at that rate, 1,481,596.

Increase receipts last six months, over previous six months, . $2,823 54
Increase of passengers, that time, 70,188.

Receipts for one year, ending March 1, 1862, .... $62,087 36
Passengers, for one year, ending March 1, 1862, 1,552,184.

Receipts for one year, ending March 1,1861, . . . $54,203 82
Passengers for one year, ending March 1, 1861, 1,355,095.

Increase receipts, last year, $7,883 54
Increase passengers, last year, 197,089.

Price of single fares, 5 cents, and seven tickets for 25 cents,— cents each.
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North Wards, South Wards, South Wards, Increase In South
1860. I 1860. 1850. Wards, in Ten Years.

Ward 1. 17,151 WardB. 12,729 WardS. 11,479 1,251
« 3. 14,802 “ 10. 13,430 “ 10. 10,453 2,977
“ 5. 10,425 “ 11. 20,519 “ 11. 10,480 10,039

Total, . 42,378 46,678 32,412 14,267

Increase, three South Wards, 44 per cent.
Increase in Ward 11, about 100 per cent.

Population outside City of Boston accommodated by Metropolitan Railroad.
Dorchester, . . 9,769
Roxbury, 25,137
Brookline, 5,164
West Eoxbury, 6,310

Total, 46,380
Not so large as three South Wards, Boston. Population same Towns in

1850, 28,849; increase, ten years, 17,531,—61 per cent.

Population accommodated by Cambridge Roads.
Cambridge, 26,060
Brighton, 3,375
Watertown, 3,270
West Cambridge, 2,681

Total, 35,386
Population same towns 1850, 22,610; increase, 13,776,—ab0ut 60 per cent.

POPULATION.



6 [Mar.CITIZENS’ HORSE RAILROAD CO.

Daily Travel on Railroads and Ferries , to and from Boston , as given by the
Companies.

Trains. Passengers.

Arrive. Depart. | Totals. Arrive. Depart. Totals.

South End—
Boston and Providence E. E., 21 21 42 1,400 1,400 2,800
Worcester Railroad, 26 28 52 2,000 2,000 4,000Old Colony Railroad, 15 15 30 1,500 1,500 3,000

62 62 124 4,900 4,900 9,800
West End—

Lowell Railroad, ... 10 9 19 1,200 1,200 2,400
Eastern Railroad, *.

. 12 12 24 2,600 2,600 5,200
Boston and Maine Railroad, . 21 21 42 2,250 2,250 4,500
Fitchburg Railroad, . . 11 22 1,800 1,800 3,600

54 53 107 7,850 7,850 15,700
North End—

Chelsea Ferry, ...
- - - 3,750 3,750 7,500

East Boston Ferries,* . - - 2,765 2,765 5,530
- - - 6,515 6,515 13,030

Railroads and Ferries bring into the city daily, .... 19,265
Railroads and Ferries take from the city daily, ....19,265

Total, 38,530
* One Ferry not included.

TRAVEL ON HORSE RAILROADS.
Number of passengers on the Metropolitan Railroad in 1857, . 3,782,210

in 1861, . 5,810,119

Increase in four years, 2,027,909
About 53 per cent.

Travel on Railroads for 1861.
Metropolitan, •

. . 5,810,119
Cambridge, 2,577,462
Malden and Melrose, 2,944,146
Suffolk, . . .

(
724,948

Dorchester, 722,070
Lynn and Boston, 253,447

Number passengers, Citizens’ Line, in 1861, .... 1,552,184
(Ending March 1, 1861.)

Rate per year, as per last six months, 1,622,772
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Citizens’ Horse Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. John W. Hobbs, Joseph Pratt, Moses
2 Clark, Henry C. Prescott, Jacob H. Hathorne, Amos
3 B. Merrill, and Lucian D. Harlow, are hereby made a
4 corporation by the name of The Citizens’ Horse Eail-
-5 road Company, for the purpose of transporting pas-
-6 sengers between south end, north end, and west end,
7 and the railroad stations and ferries in the city of
8 Boston, with all the powers and privileges, and sub-
-9 ject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set

10 forth in chapter sixty-eight of the General Statutes,
11 and all statutes relating to horse railroad corporations.

€ommonn)£flltl) of ißassncliusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.
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1 Sect. 2. The capital stock of the company, which
2 shall be divided into shares of fifty dollars each, and
3 no share of which shall be issued for a less sum than
4 its par value, and fifty per cent, of which shall be
5 paid in in cash before the company commences to con-
-6 struct its road, shall not exceed in amount two hun-
-7 dred and fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 3. The company may purchase and hold
2 such real estate in the cities of Boston and Roxbury
3 as may be necessary or convenient for the purposes of
4 its business.

1 Sect. 4. The company shall purchase the “ citi-
-2 zens’ line of omnibuses,” and all property pertaining
3 thereto, to be paid for, if the parties agree, in stock of
4 the company at par. Upon such purchase and when
5 the company commences business, it shall, under the
6 provisions of this act, transport the passengers of said
7 citizens’ line, which shall thereupon be discontinued.
8 If the parties cannot agree upon the price to be paid
9 for such purchase, it shall be determined by commis-

10 sioners as provided in section seven for determining
11 the compensation therein mentioned.

1 Sect. 5. The company may construct, maintain,
2 and use a railway or railways, with convenient single
3 or double tracks, upon and over such streets in the
4 city of Boston proper, as the mayor and aldermen of
5 said city may from time to time in their discretion fix
6 and determine.

1 Sect. 6. By paying therefor a suitable compensa-
-2 tion, and under such rules and regulations as the
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3 mayor and aldermen shall prescribe, said company
4 may enter with its horses and cars upon and use such
5 roads or portions of roads of other horse railroad cor-

-6 porations at any time connecting therewith, as the
7 mayor and aldermen may from time to time in their
8 discretion prescribe; and such connecting corporations
9 may, for a suitable compensation and under like rules

10 and regulations, in the same manner enter upon and
11 use the roads or portions of roads of said company.

1 Sect. 7. If corporations cannot agree upon the
2 compensation to be paid under the preceding section,
3 the supreme judicial court, upon the petition of either
4 party setting forth the facts, and upon notice to the
5 other, shall appoint three commissioners, who, after
6 due notice to and hearing the parties, shall determine
7 such compensation; and the award of the commis-
-8 sioners or a major part of them, when filed in court,
9 shall he binding upon the parties until it is revised or

10 altered by commissioners so appointed; but no such
11 revision or alteration shall be made within one year-
-12 after such filing. Proceedings under this section shall
13 not delay the use of the road of one corporation by
14 another, but the court may order either party to fur-
-15 nish sufficient security to abide by the award when
16 made. Expenses under this section, including com-
-17 pensation of the commissioners, shall be paid by the
18 respective corporations in such proportions as the
19 commissioners shall determine.

1 Sect. 8. Upon the petition of the company pray-
-2 ing for the location of its road in any streets or for
3 the use of the road of a connecting corporation as

2
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4 herein before provided, or upon the petition of such
5 a corporation praying for such use of the road of said
6 company, the mayor and aldermen, after giving notice
7 to all persons interested, by publishing the petition
8 together with the time and place of hearing thereon
9 in at least one newspaper published in said city, four-

-10 teen days at least before said hearing, may in their
11 discretion, after hearing the parties, make such loca-
-12 tion, or permit and grant the use of the road, as
13 prayed for.

1 Sect. 9. The mayor and aldermen shall at the
2 time of the location, and from time to time as they
3 deem expedient, prescribe what portions of the streets
4 in which the road is located shall be supported and
5 kept in repair by the company, and the grade, gauge,
6 and position of the tracks, and kind of rail, of the
7 road located, and the mode of construction and use
8 and speed of the cars thereof, together with such
9 reasonable rules and regulations in regard thereto and

10 its operation and the vehicles to be used at different
11 seasons of the year, as the public safety and conven-
-12 ience may require; and shall also when granting to
13 one corporation the right to use the road of another,
14 and from time to time as they deem expedient, pre-
-15 scribe the mode, times, speed of vehicles, and all other
16 rules, terms, and conditions, except compensation, to
17 be observed, kept, and complied with, by the respec-
-18 tive corporations in such use; and any corporation
19 violating any prescription, order, or rule, under this

20 section, shall for each violation forfeit one hundred
21 dollars.
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1 Sect. 10. The mayor and aldermen may at any
2 time revoke, vacate, and annul, any and all prescrip-
-3 tions, orders, privileges, and rights, made or granted
4 under either of the two preceding sections ; and may
6 at any time order any road located under this act to
6 be taken up. The company shall, under penalty of
T the forfeiture of its charter, remove the road so
8 ordered to be taken up, and put the street in suitable
9 condition for travel to the acceptance of the mayor

10 and aldermen.

1 Sect. 11. The company shall use horses only for
2 motive power, and shall in its cars or otherwise as the
3 mayor and aldermen shall from time to time deter-
-4 mine, transport passengers in said city, giving them
5 comfortable accommodations, at the rate of at most
6 five cents for a single fare from one point to any other
7 point in the city where it draws its cars; and shall
8 furnish tickets for seven single fares for twenty-five
9 cents.

1 Sect. 12. The company shall be liable for any
2 loss or injury Avhich any person may sustain by reason
3 of the carelessness, neglect, or mismanagement, of its
4 agents or servants in the construction, management,
5 or use, of its roads or cars, or in exercising any right
6 or privilege secured, granted or obtained under this
7 act.

1 Sect. 13. The city of Boston may at any time
2 purchase the franchise and property of the company,
3 by paying therefor the par value of the stock and ten
4 per cent, per annum thereon to the time of purchase,
5 after deducting all dividends received.
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1 Sect. 14. If the company, its agents or servants
2 wilfully and maliciously obstruct a street or the pass-
-3 ing of carriages over the same, it shall forfeit a sum
4 not exceeding five hundred dollars; and whoever
5 wilfully and maliciously obstructs, or aids or abets in
6 obstructing, said company in the lawful use and
7 enjoyment of its own or any other road, shall forfeit
8 a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 15. The supreme judicial court shall have
2 full jurisdiction in equity of all matters arising under
3 this act; and to enforce all orders, adjudications, pre-
-4 scriptions, decrees, and awards, made under it.


