
SENATE.... No. 136.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was com-
mitted the Bill, in addition to an Act to incorporate the Pro-
prietors of Locks and Canals on Connecticut River, and the
several Acts in addition thereto, report the same in a new draft.

Per order,
JOHN C. DODGE.

€ommonu)ca(tl) of ittassacljusctts.

In Senate, April 7, 1862.
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AN ACT
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Proprietors of

Locks and Canals on Connecticut River, and the
several Acts in addition thereto.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. From and after the first day of April in
2 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, the proprie-
-3 tors of locks and canals on Connecticut RiArer shall
4 be relieved from all obligation to keep their locks and
5 canals in repair, and maintain the same as a naviga-
-6 ble highway, except as' hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2, If any person or persons previously to
2 said first day of April shall accept a lease of all the
3 navigable portions of said locks and canals, together
4 with all the lands adjoining the same, which are now
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.
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5 used and enjoyed by the said proprietors in navigating
6 said locks and canals, for a term not less than five
7 years, and shall execute and deliver to said proprietors
8 or their successors or assigns a good and sufficient
9 bond with sufficient sureties in a sum not less than

10 fifteen thousand dollars, the form and substance
11 thereof to be approved by any judge of the superior
12 court in case the parties cannot agree, with the condi-
-13 tions that the said lessee or lessees shall keep so much
14 of said locks and canals as lie below the guard lock
15 and guard gates, in as good repair as the same now
16 are, and open for navigation, also to save said propri-
-17 etors or their successors and assigns harmless from
18 all damages that may occur by reason of the insuffi-
-19 ciency or mismanagement of said locks and canals or
20 of negligence in the navigation thereof, and from all
21 expense, damage and trouble in the navigation thereof,
22 then it shall be the duty of the said proprietors or
23 their successors or assigns to allow the said locks and
24 canals to be maintained as a navigable highway iintil
25 the expiration of said lease.

1 Sect. 3. The said proprietors or their successors
2 or assigns, are hereby authorized and required to
3 execute and deliver to any person or persons who may
4 apply for the same previously to said date, and comply
5 with all the foregoing conditions, a sufficient lease of
6 the navigable portion of the said locks and canals free
7 from any rent or payment together with all the lands
8 adjoining the same, now used by the said proprietors
9 in navigating said locks and canals, for a period not

10 less than five years.
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1 Sect. 4. The said lessee or lessees shall have all
2 the rights of the said proprietors or their successors
3 or assigns in the collection of tolls upon said locks
4 and canals.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the said proprietors
2 or their successors or assigns to keep their guard gates
3 and guard lock in good repair, and to allow the said
4 lessee or lessees uninterrupted use of the navigation
5 thereof, as fully as the said proprietors now use or
6 occupy the same, and the said lessee or lessees are not
7 to be held liable for any repairs, expense, or defects
8 whatsoever thereon.

1 Sect. 6. If before the expiration of the term of
2 said lease, the said lessee or lessees or any other par-
-3 ties shall offer to take a further lease of said locks and
4 canals upon the same terms, as herein before provided,
5 for an additional term of five, ten, or fifteen years,
6 and shall comply with all said terms, the said propri-
-7 tors or their successors or assigns shall execute such
8 additional lease.


