
SENATE....No. 156.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was com-
mitted the Order relative to the right of married men to dispose
of their property by will, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

JOHN 0. DODGE, Chairman.

In Senate, April 16,1862.
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2 [April,CONCERNING WIDOWS.

AN ACT
Concerning provisions for Widows, in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :—

1 Sect. 1. When a man dies, having lawfully dis-
-2 posed of his estate by will and leaving a widoiv, she
3 may at any time within six months after the probate
4 of the will, file in the probate office, in writing, a
5 statement that she objects to said will ; and she shall
6 then be entitled, except as provided in the second and
7 third sections of this act; to such portions of. his real
8 and personal estate as she would have been entitled
9 to if her husband had died intestate, to be assigned

10 to her by the probate court; but she shall not be
11 entitled to the provision made for her in the will, if
12 any. If provision is made for her in the will and she
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13 files no such statement, she shall not be endowed of
14 his lands, unless it plainly appears by the will to have
15 been the intention of the testator that she should
16 have such provision in addition to her dower.

1 Sect. 2. If the testator left no issue, the will shall
2 be operative in favor of any legatee or legatees of the
3 kindred of the testator within the fourth degree of
4 kindred, to the extent of one-half the personal estate
5 of the testator remaining after deducting such portions
6 as shall be allowed to the widow under the fourth and
7 fifth sections of the ninety-sixth chapter of the General
8 Statutes, and paying his debts, if the personal property
9 so remaining shall not exceed five thousand dollars;

10 and to the extent of two thousand five hundred dol-
-11 lars, if it shall exceed five thousand dollars: And
12 nothing herein contained shall be construed to make
13 inoperative any will that would be operative if this
14 statute had not been passed.

1 Sect. 3. If the share of the personal estate to
2 which the widow wrould become entitled upon filing
3 such statement, shall exceed the sum of ten thousand
4 dollars, she shall be entitled only to the income, dur-
-5 ing her life, of the excess over ten thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Chapter one hundred and sixty-four of
2 the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and
3 sixty-one, is hereby repealed.




