
SENATE.... No. IGB.

In Senate, April 22, 1862.

The Special Committee to whom was committed the Bill
relating to the Ti’oy and Greenfield Railroad, with the amend-
ments pending, together with the Petitions and Remonstrances
on the same subject, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

THOS. F. PLUNKETT.
WILLIAM D. SWAN.
HARTLEY WILLIAMS.

Commomucnltlj of lllnssncliusctts
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AN ACT
Providing for the more speedy completion of the Troy

and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.

1 Sect. 1. The governor with the advice of the
2 council is hereby authorized and directed to appoint
3 three able, impartial and skilful commissioners to in-
-4 vestigate the subject of finishing the road and of
5 tunnelling the Hoosac Mountain, whose duty it shall
6 be to report to the governor and council, what in their
7 judgment will be the most economical, practicable
8 and advantageous method of completing the road and
9 tunnel, the estimated cost of fitting the same for use,

10 the time within which the tunnel' can be done and
11 what contracts can be effected for completing the
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12 tunnel and road and the probable cost of the same,
13 and with what parties; and the probable pecuniary
14 value of the road and tunnel when completed, and
15 the sources and amount of traffic and income, and all
16 other facts in their opinion useful to assist the gover-
-17 nor and council in determining the best method of
18 securing a continuous railroad communication between
19 Troy and Greenfield.

1 Sect. 2. The Troy and Greenfield Railroad Com-
-2 pany is hereby authorized to surrender to the state,
3 the property now mortgaged for the purpose of ena-
-4 filing the road and tunnel to be completed, as provided
5 in section four of this act; but the right of redemp-
-6 tion shall not be barred until ten years have elapsed
7 after said road and tunnel are completed and the same
8 open for use. The said commissioners ofthe Troy and
9 Greenfield Railroad Company shall immediately, in

10 the name of the Commonwealth, take complete posses-
-11 sion under the mortgages to the Commonwealth, given
12 by the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company, all
13 property, rights and interests intended to be con-
-14 veyed by said mortgages, or either of them, and shall,
15 without unnecessary delay, cause the said railroad to
16 be completed and put into running order, and sup-
-17 plied with suitable depots, turn-tables, and other
18 usual and necessary appliances, for the reception of
19 freight and passenger cars, from the eastern terminus
20 of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad to the Hoosac
21 Tunnel.

1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall audit and allow
2 all just claims for labor, service, materials, land-
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3 damages, incurred after April sixth, eighteen hun-
-4 dred and sixty, and before July twelfth, eighteen
5 hundred and sixty-one, in carrying on the work of
6 constructing the Troy and Greenfield Eailroad and
7 Hoosac Tunnel, and to release all attachments, and
8 discharge all liens on said materials. The accounts
9 thus audited shall be transmitted to the governor,

10 and if approved by the governor and council, the
11 governor is hereby directed to draw his warrant upon
12 the treasurer, in favor of the claimants, for the
13 amounts thus allowed, to an amount not exceeding
14 one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Said commissioners are hereby authorized,
2 with consent of the governor and council, to rase or
3 run that portion of the road east of the Hoosac
4 Mountain, or lease the same to the “Vermont and
5 Massachusetts,” the “Fitchburg,” the Troy and Bos-
-6 ton, or either of them, until the completion of the
7 said tunnel.

1 Sect. 5. Said commissioners shall have authority,
2 with the approval of the governor and council, to
3 continue the work on the Hoosac Tunnel, by con-

-4 tract or otherwise to expedite the completion of said
5 tunnel.

1 Sect. 6. All the net earnings and income derived
2 from said railroad, including the tunnel, shall be held
3 by the Commonwealth in trust: First, for the pay-
-4 merit and re-imbursement of the interest on all loans,
5 advancements, and disbursements of the Comrnon-
-6 wealth on account of said railroad or tunnel. Second,
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7 for the payment and re-imbursement to all parties
8 having a legal right thereto.

1 Sect. 7. The governor is hereby authorized to
2 draw his warrant on the treasurer of the Common-
-3 wealth for such sums, as may be required from time
4 to time by the commissioners for the purpose of
5 carrying out the provisions of this act; and the
6 treasurer of the Commonwealth is hereby authorized
7 to issue scrip, or certificates of debt, in the name, and
8 in behalf of the Commonwealth to an extent sufficient
9 to secure the required funds, which scrip shall bear

10 such rate of interest, as is allowed, at the time, on
11 state scrip issued for other purposes and shall be
12 redeemable at the end of thirty years from the date
13 thereof, and he shall sell or otherwise use the same
14 at his discretion so as to procure the sum necessary
15 to meet the payments, is this act provided.

1 Sect. 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent here-
-2 with, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




