
SENATE.... No. 184.

In Senate, April 24, 1862.

The Committee on Marriage and Divorce, &c., to whom was
referred the Petition of William IL Haven for leave to
marry, have considered the same and heard the petitioner,
and

That the petitioner is a respectable citizen of the town of
Leicester, in the county of Worcester, and was married in said
county, November 10, 1846; that he lived with his wife at
Leicester and in Worcester until the year 1851, during which
time they had one child, a daughter, still living, and about
thirteen years of age. In 1851, the mother deserted the peti-
tioner, and has lived apart from him ever since. There was
evidence tending to show that the mother became an abondoned
woman, and the petitioner so thought. About threeyears after
her desertion the petitioner was informed that his said wife was
dead. The death of a woman by her name was reported in
one of the papers of the city of Boston, and upon inquiry of
the police, the petitioner was informed and believed that she
died at Deer Island; that the petitioner, believing his wife was
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dead, afterwards married Hannah Hawes, and lived with her as
his wife about six years, and continued to be and was regarded
as a most respectable citizen. During this period they had two
children, one of whom is now alive and residing with its father.
In October, 1860, the first wife returned to Worcester, and pro-
cured an indictment against the petitioner and the said Hannah
for adultery, and also’procured a decree for divorce upon the
ground of adultery, with the said Hannah, at the October
term of the Supreme Judicial Court for the county of
Worcester ; that in June, 1860, the first wife, against the
will of the daughter of the first marriage, came to Leices-
ter, and took her out of school, carried her to Boston, and
concealed her, until she was taken from her custody by habeas
corpus ,

and returned to the custody of the petitioner’s father,
Artemas Haven of Leicester, with whom she had been living.
Whereupon the indictment aforesaid was procured by the first
wife. Upon the commencement of the prosecution, the peti-
tioner and the said Hannah separated by mutual consent, and
at the May term, 1861, the petitioner pleaded guilty, and was
committed in execution of a sentence, but in November received
the executive pardon. The Committee are satisfied that both
the petitioner and the said Hannah acted honestly and openly,
and supposed they had a good right to marry. By the provis-
ions of law their child now living is a bastard, and the mother
is disgraced by law without fault of hers. She is deprived of
all marital rights, and of all claims against her supposed hus-
band except such as she may gain by the bastardy Act for the
support of her child. This is but one of many cases of peculiar
hardship which are within the knowledge of the Committee,
but the only one which has been presented to them directly by
petition for official action thereon.

The Committee are impressed with the opinion that some
remedy should be granted by the Commonwealth, in cases in
which a decree of divorce is without a remedy or revision on
the part of the respondent. The Committee report the accom-
panying Resolve.

WILLIAM D. SWAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Two.

RESOLVE

Granting leave to William H. Haven to marry Hannah Hawes,
and to legitimate their Issue.

Resolved , For the reasons set forth in the petition ofWilliam
H. Haven and others, the said William H. Haven is hereby
authorized to re-marry Hannah Hawes, and the contract of
marriage heretofore made by the said William H. Haven and
Hannah Hawes, is hereby ratified and confirmed, and shall
have the same effect so far as regards their respective civil
rights, and those of the issue of said marriage, as if the said
contract of marriage were legal at the time of its solemnization.
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