
SENATE No. 191.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-

-2 sent of the council, may enter into contracts on behalf
3 of the Commonwealth, for the purchase of suitable
4 ordnance for the coast defences of Massachusetts, and
5 he shall cause the same to be suitably tested before
6 their acceptance; and he may from time to time ten-
-7 der the same to the authorities of the United States
8 upon such terms and conditions as he may deem
9 expedient.
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1 Sect. 2. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, may enter into contracts for the
3 building of an iron-clad armed steamer, for the coast
4 defences of Massachusetts. The said steamer shall
5 be built within the limits of the Commonwealth, and,,
6 when completed, shall be the sole property of the
7 Commonwealth, and shall be used for the defence
8 thereof during the existing rebellion ; or the gover-
-9 nor may tender the same to the authorities of the

10 United States, upon such terms and conditions as he
11 may deem expedient.

1 Sect. 3. For the purpose of meeting the expen-
-2 ses which may be incurred under this act, the treas-
-3 urer of the Commonwealth is hereby authorized to
4 issue scrip or certificates of debt in the name and on
5 behalf of the Commonwealth, under his signature
6 and the seal of the Commonwealth, to an amount not
7 exceeding five hundred thousand dollars; and the
8 same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of paying
9 all liabilities incurred under this act; and the gover-

-10 nor is authorized, from time to time, to draw his
11 warrant upon the treasurer for so much as maybe
12 needed.

1 Sect. 4. Such scrip or certificates of debt shall
2 bear interest not exceeding six per centum per annum,
3 payable semi-annually on the first days of January
4 and July in each year, and may be issued at such
5 times and in pieces of such amount, as shall be fixed
6 by the governor and council. All such scrip issued
7 in pieces of five hundred dollars or over, shall have
8 interest warrants attached thereto signed by the treas-
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9 urer. Scrip for smaller sums shall be issued without
10 such warrants, but bearing interest payable serni-
-11 annually on presentation to the treasurer. Such scrip
12 or certificates of debt shall be redeemable in not less
13 than ten, nor more than thirty years from the first
14 day of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-one ; and the
15 same shall be countersigned by the governor, and be
16 deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the Com-
-17 monwealth. The treasurer may from time to time
18 dispose of so much of the same as shall be required,
19 under the direction of the governor and council.

1 Sect. 5. A resolve in relation to the coast defences
2 of Massachusetts, and a “Resolve in relation to the
3 Harbor Defences of Massachusetts,” being chapter
4 six and twenty-six of the resolves of the present
5 session of the legislature, are hereby repealed.

Sent up for concurrence.
Passed to be engrossed.

House of Representatives, April 29, 1862.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




