
SENATE No. lOJ.

To the Honorable the Senate am i the House of Representatives in
General Court Assembled.

The Protest of Citizens of New Bedford, in Public Meeting
Assembled, to the Proposed Repeal of that portion of
the General Railroad Law authorizing Cities and Towns
to Subscribe in Aid of the Construction of Railroads.

Whereas, A bill is now pending before the legislature, re-
pealing that portion of the general railroad law which author-
izes cities and towns, in their c
construction of railroads ; and

irporate capacity, to aid in the

Whereas, Said law has for ieveral years stood upon the
od it is not known that a soli-
-1 to the legislature asking its

statute-book, during which peric
tary petition has been presented
repeal; and

Whereas, For more than a qu
of highest jurisdiction in differ

irter of a century, the courts
int States, where the ques-
miouuced the railroad to betion has been presented, have pr

the "people’s highway”; and

Whereas, In numerous in
of many of the States, the r\<
the construction of such wo

dances, by the supreme courts
ht of cities and towns to aid in

if public improvement has
been pronounced constitutional and a right inherent in muni-
cipalities, which doctrine has also been affirmed by the su-
preme court of the United States ; and
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Whereas, The people are best competent to decide as to
expediency of all expenditures affecting their interests in their
respective localities; and

Whereas, To take from the people a right of this charac-
ter, so firmly established, is to restrict their liberties and
privileges and deprive them in measure of the prerogative of
self-government; therefore,

Resolved, That this meeting hereby remonstrates and pro-
tests against the passage of the Bill in question, or the taking
of any action by the legislature which shall curtail any rights
now existing and belonging to the people.

Resolved, That the senator from this district, and the rep-
resentatives from New Bedford, are requested to oppose the
repeal of the law in question.

Resolved, That a copy of these Resolves be transmitted to
the legislature now sitting in Boston.

New Bedford, March 15, 1876

To Hon. George B. Boring, President of the Senate.

Sm:—The undersigned, in pursuance of instructions, re-
spectfully transmit herewith copy of preamble and Resolves,
adopted by a vote of more than four to one, at a meeting of
citizens held this evening at the city hall in this city, and
request that the same may be laid before the legislature.

We are, sir, respectfully
Your obedient servants,

HENRY FIELD, Je.,
Chairman.

ANTHONY'D. HALL,
WM. H. BLISS,

Secretaries.


