
SENATE No. 188.

[Substitute proposed by Mr. Parker, of Middlesex, for House No. 880.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six

AN ACT
To reduce the Expenses and Increase the Efficiency

of the volunteer Militia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. In times of peace the volunteer militia
2 shall comprise an aggregate not exceeding forty-
-3 five hundred men, consisting of fifty-four com-
-4 panics of infantry, three companies of cavalry, one
5 company of light artillery, with a battery of six
6 guns, and two corps of cadets.

1 Sect. 2. The maximum number of commis-
-2 sioned officers, non-commissioned officers, musi-
-3 cians and privates in a company of infantry shall
4 be sixty-four, and the minimum number shall be

(ftommomumltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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5 forty-eight; the maximum number of commissioned
6 officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and
7 privates in a company of cavalry shall be one

8 hundred and three, the minimum number eighty-
-9 four; the maximum number in the company of

10 light artillery shall be one hundred and twenty-
-11 five, the minimum number one hundred.

1 Sect. 3. Each regiment of infantry shall con-
-2 sist of eighteen companies, divided into three bat-
-8 talions of six companies each, and the field and
4 staff officers of each regiment shall consist of a
5 colonel, a lieutenant-colonel, three majors, also one

6 adjutant, one quartermaster, one mustering officer
7 who shall be paymaster, each with the rank of
8 first lieutenant, one surgeon, with the rank of
9 major, one chaplain, one assistant surgeon, with

10 the rank of first lieutenant, one sergeant-major,
11 one quartermaster-sergeant, one hospital steward
12 and one drum-major. The regiments shall be
13 numbered one, two and three respectively, and the
14 battalions, first second or third battalions of a

15 regiment.

1 Sect. 4. The entire militia of the Common-
-2 wealth, as provided by this act, with the exception
3 of the corps of cadets, shall be organized into one

4 brigade, under the command of a brigadier-general
5 with a staff, as provided in section eighteen,
6 chapter three hundred and twenty, acts of eigh-
-7 teen hundred and seventy-four ; the corps of
8 cadets shall be under the immediate command of
9 the commander-in-chief and the officers of said

10 corps of cadets, shall be the same as provided
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11 in the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-four.
12 Section nineteen, chapter three hundred and
13 twenty of the acts of eighteen hundred and seven-
-14 ty-fonr is hereby repealed. The companies of
15 cavalry may be organized into a battalion by the
16 commander-in-chief, if deemed expedient.

1 Sect. 5. Officers of the brigade, regiments,
2 companies of cavalry, artillery and corps of cadets
3 shall be elected and appointed in accordance with
4 chapter three hundred and twenty, acts of eight-
-5 een hundred and seventy-four: 'provided, however,
6 that the majors of the infantry regiments shall be
7 elected by the written votes of the captains and
8 subalterns of the battalions to which they shall be
9 attached.

1 Sect. 6. When an infantry battalion is on
2 detached duty, the major commanding may detail
3 a staff from the line and non-commissioned officers
4 of the battalion, and these officers, while on such
5 duty, shall receive the same pay and emoluments
6 as provided for officers of the same grade, by the
7 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 7. Immediately after the passage of this
2 act, the inspector-general, and such assistants as

3 may be necessary, shall proceed to the inspection
4 of the companies of infantry, cavalry and artillery
5 now organized. This inspection, which shall be
6 instead of the May parade for the year eighteen
7 hundred and seventy-six, under section ninety-
-8 four, chapter three hundred and twenty, acts of
9 eighteen hundred and seventy-four, shall be made
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10 with reference to discipline, drill, records, condi-
-11 tion of public property in possession, and any other
12 matters affecting the character and efficiency of
13 the organization. The inspector-general shall
IT report to the commander-'in-chief, on or before
15 the first day of July next, the result of the
16 inspection made by himself or his assistants, and
17 in said report shall designate the companies which
18 in his opinion should be disbanded, in order to
19 reduce the companies to the number required by
20 this act. The commander-in-chief shall, in orders,
21 on the fifteenth day of July, eighteen hundred
22 and seventy-six, direct the mustering out and dis-
-23 bandment of such designated companies, and at
2d once after that date proceed to reorganize the
25 volunteer militia upon the basis provided by this
26 act. Division, brigade, regimental commanders,
27 with their staffs, shall be honorably discharged,
28 and provision made for the election and appoint-
-29 ment of officers as required by the new organiza-
-30 tion. In case an officer is re-elected or re-appoint-
-31 ed to a position of the same grade in the new
32 organization, he shall take rank according to the
33 date of his first commission.

1 Sect. 8. The volunteer militia shall parade by
2 companies for inspection, drill and manoeuvre, one
3 day during the month of May, the time of such
4 parade shall be designated by the commander of
5 the company, or they may perform escort duty on

6 decoration day, so called. For this service they
7 shall receive pay for a day’s duty, as provided in
8 subsequent sections of this act, but they shall
9 receive no allowance for music or for travel.
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1 Sect. 9. Encampments shall be held for four
2 days during the months of July, August and Sep-
-3 tember, the time and place of holding which shall
4 be designated by the commander-in-chief. These
5 encampments shall be by regiments and battalions,
6 unless otherwise ordered by the commander-in-
-7 chief. One company of cavalry and one section
8 of artillery shall encamp with each infantry regi-
-9 ment, under the command of the colonel of said

10 regiment. Mileage shall be allowed as provided
11 in chapter three hundred and twenty, acts of
12 eighteen hundred and seventy-four.

1 Sect. 10. During the month of October, each
2 battalion of infantry and corps of cadets shall
3 assemble on the state camp grounds, or at such
4 other places as may be deemed convenient by the
5 commander-in-chief, for a day of target practice;
6 and said organizations shall be allowed such accom-
-7 modations and such a sum for travel as is provided
8 in section ninety-four, chapter three hundred and
9 twenty, acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-four.

10 The adjutant-general shall designate suitable per-
il sons to superintend such target practice, and shall
12 make such rules and regulations to govern the
13 same as the public service may demand.

1 Sect. 11. The cavalry and artillery companies
2 shall assemble during the month of October for
3 one day’s duty, in drill and manoeuvre, the time
4 of such assembling to be fixed by the commander
5 of the companies, unless otherwise ordered by the
6 commander-in-chief.



[Apr*.6 MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA

1 Sect. 12. General, field, and commissioned
2 staff officers, field and staff of cadet corps, coin-

-3 manders of battery and companies of cavalry, shall
4 receive for each day’s duty in camp or under sec-
-5 tions eight, nine, ten and eleven, or in visiting
6 officially encampments of their commands, five
7 dollars, and such officers (except those of cadets)
8 shall be entitled to four dollars per day for keeping
9 and forage of horse, except when serving on special

10 duty, not requiring them to be mounted; non-com-
-11 missioned staff officers shall receive two dollars
12 and fifty cents a day.

1 Sect. 13. So much of sections fifty-seven, fifty-

2 eight and fifty-nine, of chapter three hundred and
3 twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
4 and seventy-four, as authorizes the purchase of
5 uniforms for the militia at the expense of the
6 Commonwealth, is hereby repealed. The qnarter-
-7 master-general is authorized to supply uniforms
8 from the surplus of what shall be returned to him
9 in consequence of the reduction of the militia, for

10 the purpose of replacing such uniforms as may be
11 lost, destroyed, or defaced, until said surplus shall
12 become exhausted.

1 Sect. 14. Mustering officers and paymasters
2 shall be allowed the pay of their rank for each
3 day’s service in the discharge of their special
4 duties: -provided, such pay shall not exceed one
5 hundred dollars per annum for a regiment, and
G thirty dollars for each corps of cadets. The assist-
-7 taut adjutant-general of the brigade and adjn-
-8 tants of regiments, shall receive twenty-five dollars
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9 in addition to their pay as herein provided. Assist-
-10 ant inspectors-general shall receive five dollars a
11 day, and five cents a mile to and from the place of
12 inspection, for duties performed under section one
13 hundred and three, chapter three hundred and
14 twenty of the acts of eighteen hundred and
15 seventy-four. Every commissioned officer of the
16 volunteer militia shall receive for each day’s service
17 under sections eight, nine, ten and eleven of this
18 act, the sum of three dollars. Every non-commis-
-19 sioned officer and soldier, shall receive for each

lions eight, nine, ten and20 day’s service under sc
21 eleven, the sum of tw
22 be made for travel and
23 in section one hundre
24 ter three hundred and
25 teen hundred and sev

0 dollars. Allowance shall
transportation as provided
1 and twenty-seven, chap-
twenty of the acts of eigh-
enty-four. Every mounted

26 officer and soldier shall receive for duty performed
27 under sections eight, nine, ten and eleven, and
28 for special duty performed by orders of the com-

-29 mander-in-chicf, four dollars a day in addition to
30 the compensation herein provided, which shall
31 include keeping and forage of horses.

1 Sect. 15. The commander of a regiment or
by voluntary enlistment,2 cadet corps may raise

3 and warrant and organ!
4 at encampments, or at
5 by the commander-in-c
6 not to exceed eightc

under his direction
ny special parade ordered
nef, a band of musicians
:ii in number, who shall

7 receive for their services a compensation of five
8 dollars per day for each man who performed the
9 duty required; and the commander of each com-

-10 pany of cavalry and light artillery, may enlist two
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11 buglers, who shall receive for each day’s service,
12 as required by sections eight, nine, ten and eleven,
13 five dollars, with an allowance of four dollars for
11 forage and keeping of horses. Section forty-nine
15 of chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts
1G of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is hereby
17 repealed.

1 Sect. 16. The judge-advocate-general shall
2 receive, when on duty, the same pay and allow-
-3 ances as other officers of his grade, and, in addi-
-4 tion, the fees allowed to judge-advocates, as pro-
-5 vided in section one hundred and sixty-three of
6 chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts of
7 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and
8 shall receive no other compensation.

1 Sect. 17. The adjutant-general is authorized
2 to prepare, if it is deemed necessary, infantry tac-
-3 tics in the school of the battalion, to conform to
4 the new organization.

1 Sect. 18. Any provisions of the acts of eighteen
2 hundred and seventy-four and eighteen hundred
3 and seventy-five which are inconsistent or conflict
4 with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 19. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


