
SENATE.....No..No. 32.

In Senate, Feb. 19, 1846.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was
committed the Petition of Joseph S. Cabot and others, praying
for leave to construct a rail-road from Salem to Methuen, re
port the accompanying Bill.

THOS. HOPKINSON, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Six.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Essex Rail-road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Joseph S. Cabot, Elias Putnam, Gayton
2 P. Osgood, John P. Allen, Albert Thorndike, their
3 associates and successors, are hereby made a corpo-
-4 ration, by the name of the Essex Rail-road Company,
5 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
6 the duties, liabilities and restrictions, contained in
7 the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and
8 in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said stat-
-9 utes which relates to rail-road corporations, and in

10 the public statutes which have been, or may be,
11 passed relating to such corporations.
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1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby empowered
2 and authorized to locate, construct and maintain a
3 rail-road, with one or more tracks, from some con-

-4 venient point on or near the North River in Salem,
5 through South Danvers, New Mills, Danvers Plains,
6 Middleton, North Andover, through the valley of
7 the Cochickiwick River, thence crossing the present
8 track of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, thence on
9 the southeasterly side of the proposed new line of

10 the Boston and Maine Rail-road to a point near and
11 below Andover Bridge, with power to proceed thence
12 across the proposed new track of the Boston and
13 Maine Rail-road and Merrimack River, to some
14 point in Methuen west of the turnpike, and within
15 half a mile of said river, without interfering with
16 the depot grounds or fixtures of the Boston and
17 Maine Rail-road Company.

1 Sect. 3. ihe capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of not more than five thousand shares,
3 the number of which shall be determined, from time
4 to time, by the directors, and no assessment shall
5 be laid thereon to a greater amount, in the whole,
6 than one hundred dollars on each share ; and said
7 corporation may purchase and hold such real and
8 personal estate as may be necessary for the purposes
9 of their incorporation.

1 Sect. 4, If said corporation shall not, within two
2 years, fde a location of their route in the manner
3 required by law, or if the said rail-road shall not be
4 completed within four years from the passage of this
5 act, then this act shall be void.
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1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of four years from the time when said rail-road
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter or
4 reduce the rate of tolls or other profits upon said
5 road ; but, without the consent of said corporation,
6 they shall not be so reduced as to yield less than ten
7 per cent, per annum to the stockholders.

1 Sect. 6. Said corporation may enter with their
2 rail-road, by proper turnouts and switches, upon the
3 Eastern Rail-road at Salem, and use the same, or any
4 part thereof, paying therefor such a rate of tolls or
5 compensation as may, from time to time, be agreed
6 upon, or as the Legislature shall establish, and com-
-7 plying with such reasonable rules and regulations as
8 may be established by the Eastern Rail-road Com-
-9 pany ; provided, however, that the company hereby

10 established shall not enter upon said road with any
11 motive power unless the said Eastern Rail-road
12 Company shall refuse to draw, over their road, or
13 any part thereof, the cars of the company hereby
14 created.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may authorize any
2 corporation to enter with any other rail-road at any
3 point upon said Essex Rail-road, and use the same
4 or any part thereof, paying therefor such a rate ot
5 toll as the Legislature may, from time to time, es-
(i tablish, and complying with the rules and regulations
7 which may be established by said Essex Rail-road
8 Company ; provided, that no corporation shall enter
9 upon said Essex Rail-road with any motive power,

10 unless the Essex Rail-road Company shall refuse to
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11 draw, over their road, or any part thereof, the cars
12 of such corporation.

1 Sect. 8. The company hereby created, in cross-
-2 ing with their road the track of the Boston and Maine
3 Bail-road, shall, at their own expense, adopt such
4 reasonable precautionary measures to render such
5 crossing safe, as said Boston and Maine Rail-road
6 shall in writing prescribe ; and in case of disagree-
-7 ment in regard to such measures, or the propriety
8 or necessity thereof, the same shall be determined
9 by the County Commissioners of Essex County, on

10 the application of either party.




