
SENATE....No.No. 33.

House of Representatives, Jan. 27, 1846.

Ordered, That the Committee on Towns consider the expe-
diency of requiring every town in the Commonwealth to be
furnished with a fire-proof safe, for the preservation of town
records and other important documents.

Sent up for concurrence.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Senate, January 28, 1846.
Concurred.

CHAS, CALHOUN, Clerk.
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In Senate, Feb. 19th, 1846.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to which was committed
the order to take into consideration the expediency ofrequiring
every town in the Commonwealth to be furnished with a fire-
proof safe for the preservation of town records and other im-
portant documents, report the accompanying Bill.

JOHN G. THURSTON, Chairman.
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Six.

AN ACT
To provide for the safe keeping of Town Records.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Each town and city of this Common-
-2 wealth shall provide, and keep for its own use, a fire-
-3 proof safe or fire-proof apartment, of sufficient capac-
-4 ity to contain the records of said town or city, and
5 the records of deeds of personal estate which may
6 be left to be recorded with the clerk of said town or
7 city, and also all such documents and papers as are
8 important to the welfare and history of the town or
9 city, or to the preservation of the rights and immu-

-10 nities of the inhabitants of the same.
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1 Sect. 2. If any town or city of this Coramon-
-2 wealth shall wilfully or unreasonably neglect, for the
3 space of one year, to comply with the provisions of
4 the foregoing section of this act, it shall forfeit the
5 sum of hfty dollars to be recovered in any court of
6 competent jurisdiction in this Commonwealth, upon
7 the complaint of any legal voter of the delinquent
8 town or city, one half of which sum, so recovered,
9 shall be paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth,

10 and one half to the complainant.

SAFE KEEPING OF TOWN RECORDS. [Feb. ’46.]


