
SENATE No..No. 39.

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the
Annual Report of the Land Agent, communicated by the
Governor, have considered that part of it which relates to
Fort Kent, in the State of Maine, and submit the following

During the past summer, the forts on the northeastern fron-
tier of the United States were evacuated. It is to be regretted,
that, to provide for the defence of Texas, it was thought neces-
sary not only to withdraw the garrison from the fort at Houl-
ton, but also to abandon Fort Kent. This last measure is like-
ly to be followed by unhappy consequences. While that post
was occupied by a company of soldiers, the frontier was, for
the most part, free from every species of disorder. The pres-
ence of a few troops ensured adequate protection to life and to
property. But now there is no security for either. There is
reason to believe that in the absence of all military force, at-
tacks upon the settlers, and depredations upon the property of
this Commonwealth, will be more frequent than they have
been, and more generally attended with success. It is natural
to expect that the country will be a scene of rude commotion
Even during the last winter, there arose heated contentions
which were succeeded by open, personal violence; and in the
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opinion of men personally acquainted with the condition of af-
fairs at that time, if there had been no garrison at Fort Kent,
murder would have followed in the train of riot and rapine.

The greater part of the French settlement at Madawasca,
containing a population of more than 2000, is now, by the
Treaty of Washington, within the limits of the United States,
and ought to be protected by its government. These primitive
people, who are distinguished for the simplicity of their man-
ners and the purity of their lives, are chiefly descendants of
the Acadian French, who, nearly a century ago, were expelled
from their native land by the barbarity of our ancestors. They
are a simple, inoffensive race, ignorant of our language, habits
and institutions ; indisposed to injure others, and incapable of
defending themselves. They are now at the mercyof ruffians,
who insult, plunder and oppress them with impunity.

The conduct of our own people on the border is said to be
less exceptionable than that of the English. Most of them are
represented as cultivating habits of sobriety as well as indus-
try, and accustomed to respect the rights of others while
they maintain their own; but, from their proximity to New
Brunswick, they are liable to be brought into constant collision
with the inhabitants of that province. The provincials from
the Miramichi and St. John Rivers, who repair to Fish River
for the purpose of procuring lumber, especially require military
restraint. These men avail themselves of every opportunity to

create and inflame difficulties upon the frontier, and derive a
malignant satisfaction from the success of their detestable
schemes. But turbulent and rapacious as they are, a small
military force is sufficient to control them; and to produce this
effect, its direct interposition is for the most part unnecessary.
Experience has shown that the simple fact of there being a
garrison at Fort Kent, in general operates as an effectual re-
straint upon the fury of the people on either side of the border.

It appears that when that fort shall no longer be maintained
as a place of defence, the land on which it stands will revert to
this Commonwealth and Maine, with all the improvements,
&c. But it is hoped that government will see the necessity of
resuming, without delay, possession of that important post.
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Massachusetts is proprietor, in that quarter, of large tracts of
land, on which grows some of the finest timber any where to be
found, and in consequence her citizens have a separate, per-
sonal interest in whatsoever measures shall tend to preserve
the lives of the settlers and the property of the State.

The Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
resolves.

For the Committee,

EDM. KIMBALL, Jr., Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Relating to Fort Kent, on Fish River, in the State of Maine.

Resolved, That the unsettled state of the northeastern frontier
of the United States, requires, that the protection heretofore
insured to the settlers, and to the property of this Common-
wealth in that quarter, by the presence of a military force,
should be continued.

Resolved
,
That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy

of these resolves to the executive department of the United
States, and also to solicit that a small body of troops may be
again stationed at Fort Kent.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy
ol the aforegoing resolutions to the Governor of the State of
Maine.

(Commontotalttj of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Six.


