
SENATE No..IVo. 96.

The Special Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was committed the Petition of Solomon Strong and oth-
ers, praying that they may be authorized to construct a Rail-
road from Fitchburg to the Nashua Rail-road in Sterling, or to
Worcester, have considered the same, and report the accom-
panying Bill.

GEO. WHEATLAND, Chairman
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In Senate, April 4, 1846.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Fitchburg and Worcester Rail-road

Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Solomon Strong, Francis Perkins, Joel
2 Pratt, James H. Carter and Caleb C. Field, their as-
-3 sociates and successors, are hereby made a corpora-
-4 tion, by the name of the Fitchburg and Worcester
5 Rail-road Company, with all the powers and privil-
-6 eges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and re-
7 strictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the
8 Revised Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-ninth
9 chapter of said Statutes, relating to rail-road corpo-

10 rations, and in all other general laws which have

Jn the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Six.
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11 been, or shall be passed, relative to rail-road corpo-
-12 rations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company may locate, construct and
2 maintain a rail-road, with one or more tracks, from
0 some convenient point in the town of Fitchburg or
4 Leominster, through the centre village in said Le-
-5 ominster, to the centre village in the town of Ster-
-6 ling, and thence to the most convenient point, to
7 intersect or connect their rail-road with the Worces-
-8 ter and Nashua Rail-road, in said Sterling, or the
9 town of West Boylston—and may, at said point of

10 intersection, connect the rail-road hereby establish-
-11 ed, with said Worcester and Nashua Rail-road, by
12 proper turnouts and switches, and may enter upon
13 and use the same ; and, if the charter of the Wor-
ld cester and Nashua Rail-road Company shall become
15 void in consequence of any omission to locate or con-
-16 struct said rail-road, within the time prescribed
17 therefor, the corporation hereby established, may, at
18 any time within six months after said charter shall
19 become void, locate their rail-road through West
20 Boylston, Holden and Worcester, to one of the de-
-21 pots in said Worcester, and shall construct the same
22 within two years from the date of said location, to
23 its southerly terminus in said Worcester.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of not more than five thousand shares, the num-
-3 ber of which shall, from time to time, be determined
4 by the directors of said company, and no assessment
5 shall be laid thereon of a greater amount in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share ; and
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7 said company may invest and hold such part thereof
8 in real and personal estate, as may he necessary and
9 convenient for the purposes of their incorporation.

1 Sect. 4. Said company may also enter upon and
2 unite their rail-road, by proper turnouts and switch-
-3 es, with the Fitchburg Rail-road, in Fitchburg, or
4 Leominster, or the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
-5 road, in some convenient place in the centre village
6 in Fitchburg, and use the same.

1 Sect. 5. Said company may also enter with their
2 rail-road, by proper turnouts and switches, upon the
3 Worcester Branch rail-road in Worcester, at the
4 most convenient place, and use the same under the
5 provisions and the restrictions of the laws relating to
6 rail-roads.

1 Sect. 6. Said company may purchase or hire the
2 Worcester Branch Rail-road, and may receive a con-
-3 veyance thereof, and of its franchise, rights, powers
4 and privileges, subject to the restrictions of its char-
-5 ter, or may unite with the Worcester Branch Rail-
-6 road Corporation, upon such terms as may be mutu-
-7 ally agreed upon by the directors of the two corpo-
-8 rations ; and, in case of such purchase and conveyance
9 of the Worcester Branch Rail-road, or union of said

10 corporations, the Worcester Branch Rail-road Cor-
-11 poration shall cease, and be merged in the corpora-
-12 tion created by this act.

1 Sect. 7. Said company are hereby authorized to
2 unite with the Worcester and Nashua Rail-road Cor-
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3 poration, upon such terms as may be mutually agreed
4 upon by the directors of the two corporations, and, in
5 case of such union, the Worcester and Nashua Rail-
-6 road Corporation shall cease, and be merged in the
7 corporation hereby established ; or, if this corpora-
-8 tion shall agree with the Worcester and Nashua
9 Rail-road Corporation to surrender and give up their

10 charter, then this corporation may, when such agree-
-11 ment shall have been duly executed, proceed forth-
-12 with to locate and construct their rail-road to its
13 southerly terminus in Worcester.

1 Sect. 8. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road upon, and use
3 the rail-road hereby established, or any part thereof,
4 by complying with such reasonable rules and regu-
-5 lations as the company hereby incorporated maypre-
-6 scribe, or as may be determined according to the
7 provisions of law.

1 Sect. 9. The Legislature may, after four years
2 from the time when said rail-road shall be opened
3 for use, from time to time, alter or reduce the rate

4 of tolls or profits upon said rail-road ; but the tolls
5 or profits shall not, without the consent of said com-
-6 pany, be so reduced as to produce less than ten per
7 cent, per annum upon the investment of said com-
-8 pany.

1 Sect. 10. If the location of said rail-road from
2 Fitchburg or Leominster to Sterling, be not filed
3 within one year, or, if the said company shall not
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4 complete the portion of said rail-road between Fitch-
-6 burg or Leominster and Sterling, with at least one
6 track in three years from the passage of this act,
7 then the same shall be null and void.






