
SENATE. No. 99.

In Senate, Jan. 20, 1846.

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions be instructed to visit, during the present session of the
General Court, the State Lunatic Hospital, and such other
charitable institutions as are patronized by this Commonwealth,
and that their accounts therefor be audited and allowed by the
Committee on Accounts.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 21, 1846.
Concurred.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Coinntonttjealtlj of jHaoKati)tts«ts.
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In Senate, April 4, 1846.

Report OF The Joint Standing Committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions.

11 EPORT:

In the Institution for Lunatics, at South Boston, a large num-
ber of the insane and the demented are placed in a situation,
in most respects, as eligible as their physical misfortunes can
well admit. Under the kind, judicious and skilful manage-
ment of Doct. Stedman, nothing is left undone which benevo-
lence could prompt, or the lights of science could supply. In
the treatment of recent cases, his success is highly creditable
to himself and to the institution. But few such cases, how-
ever, are admitted here. Almost all the patients have been so
long bereft of reason, that no rational hope of their recovery
remains; and their excellent superintendent has before and
around him the disheartening spectacle which must ever be
presented by a hospital of incurables.

In this establishment, additional room is greatly needed. The
number of patients is much greater than the present apartments
can accommodate. While the patients amount in number to

126, the separate apartments, designed expressly for their use,
are only 74, and this latter number includes the 8 apartments
for the furiously insane, in the building called the cottage,
located a short distance from the main building. These apart-
ments combine the advantages of warmth, light, ventilation,
convenience and safety, in a manner much superior to any thing
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have attended to the duty assigned them by the fore-
going order, and respectfully otfer the following
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we have elsewhere witnessed. The Committee would rejoice
if an adequate number of as suitable apartments, for this class
of patients, could be provided at the hospital in Worcester.

The whole number of patients in this institution is 126, and
of this number 88 are State paupers.

The hospital at Worcester was visited February 17th. The
reputation of this splendid institution, and its excellent Super-
intendent, are so well established as to render almost needless
any expression of the approbation of this Committee.

Throughout the whole establishment, and especially in the
Johonnot wings, we had abundant cause to observe the neat-
ness everywhere prevailing, the excellent arrangements for dif-
fusing warmth and promoting free ventilation, the facilities for
giving the patients air and exercise, and the various and multi-
plied means employed to attract and occupy the distempered
minds of the inmates, and lead them back to reason. To these
means have recently been added a school, where males in the
forenoon, and females in the afternoon, are instructed in those
branches, including music, usually taught in our common
schools. The interesting and affecting manner in which the
female portion of this school, assisted by the Superintendent
and his daughter, sung the well known stanzas by Watts, com-
mencing with

“ There is a land of pure delight,”

will long be remembered by the Committee. The influence of
these schools, as a remedial agent, calculated to excite the at-

tention, and draw out mental efforts from minds disposed to

imbecility or idiocy, promises to prove exceedingly valuable.
When the Johonnot wings, erected during the past year,

were completed, it was found necessary that the several halls
should be supplied with attendants to each, in order that the
patients might be properly classified and pdaced in the appro-
priate apartments, as soon as it could consistently be done alter
their arrival. A disproportion between the number of attend-
ants and the number of patients was thus created, and it con-
tinued for some time Those halls are now fully occupied, and
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it is believed that the disproportion between the income of the
hospital, from the support of patients, and the expenditure for
assistants, will not again occur.

The trustees have recommended the erection of a building
for the violent and dangerous insane, in connection with the
present edifice. Such a building is much needed, and would
cost from 12 to $15,000. There is a surplus of the Johonnot
fund of about $4,000, which might be appropriated to this
purpose. The places where such patients are now confined,
though considered suitable at the time when they were erected,
have proved so unfit as to call loudly for some better arrange-
ment. And we are confident that this call of humanity will
not long be disregarded in Massachusetts. If this unfortunate
class of patients could be placed in apartments well construct-
ed in relation to size, warmth, ventilation, cleanness and safe-
ty, this institution would be one of the most perfect in the
world.

But if more buildings are not to bo erected, it is suggested
by the trustees and Dr. Woodward, that the above named bal-
ance be appropriated to pay for the land purchased by Mr.
Salisbury for the use of the hospital. This land lies contigu-
ous to the farm of the hospital; it contains 27 acres; it cost
$3000; was improved last year by the hospital; and has ad-
vanced in value since its purchase. The understanding now
is, that the hospital pay the interest of the money paid by Mr.
Salisbury, for the land and the taxes, till the purchase money
is paid.

This balance of about $4OOO, will not, if put at interest, be
beneficial to the hospital. The income thus accruing, must be
applied, in accordance with the will of the donor, to other pur-
poses. The Committee would therefore recommend, that this
balance, if it be not immediately applied to the erection of a
new building, should be applied, or so much of it as is re-
quired, to the payment of the debt incurred for the above
named lot of land.

In the discharge of the duty assigned them, the Committee
visited the Asylum for the Blind ; and in its Superintendent, in
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his assistants, in the order, neatness, and convenience of the
building, in the arrangements for industrial employment, and
for promoting the happiness and usefulness of the inmates, we
found almost nothing to be desired which did not exist already.
II we except the need of a broader and smoother field for the
out-door exercise and recreation of the sightless inmates, there
will be left in this institution scarcely any room for improve-
ment. The number of pupils at the time of our visit was
ninety-three, and of this number thirty-nine belong to Massa-
chusetts. It is a noble charily, honorable alike to the Com-
monwealth and to the Legislators.

On the 18th of February, the Committee visited the Asylum
for the Deaf and Dumb in Hartford. We were hospitably met
at the hotel by Mr. Weld, the principal, and by Mr. Turner,
the steward, and were kindly accompanied on our visit by the
former worthy principal, Rev. T. H. Gallaudet. We found
here about 160 pupils, the whole number within the year being
162, a few of whom were absent. Of the whole number, 46
were beneficiaries of Massachusetts. These were separated
from the rest and brought together, and a brief account of each
was given to the Committee by the principal. They appeared
capable of improvement, contented and happy. They differ
in capacity as do children in our district schools, but all were
advancing, and many of them rapidly. One child of 12 years
of age improves more slowly than the others, but this child still
improves, and is doing so much better here than it could do
elsewhere, that the Committee were unanimous in the opinion
that it had better remain.

With all the arrangements for their industrial pursuits, for
their moral, their physical and intellectual improvement, and
in relation to their board, their clothing, and the preservation,
of their health, the Committee were highly satisfied. The ar-
rangement for confining temporarily some who have proved
obstinately vicious, we were satisfied was designed and used
only under the guidance of judicious kindness and sound dis-
cretion. We regret that such a restraint is ever required, but
when it is required, we are pleased to find that it exists and is
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in readiness. It has been used but for a single pupil during
the past year.

As the appearance and recitations of the several classes were
particularly described by our predecessors, the committee of
the last year, (Leg. Doc. 1845, Senate, No. 59.) and as these
were essentially the same the present year, we do not judge it
expedient to repeat the description. The subject of learning
the mute to articulate has received much attention. The re-
cent visit of Mr. Weld, the principal, to similar institutions in
most of the different states of Europe, has enabled him to be-
come possessed of all that is known on this subject. To a few
of the pupils of this institution, such instruction can be profi-
tably given; to many it cannot. But the Committee were
pleased to learn that it was attempted with all, and these at-
tempts were persevered in, whenever there was apparent any
ground for hope that they would be at all successful.

But few persons, and only those who have witnessed some-
thing of the process, are aware of the exceeding difficulty of
imparting knowledge to the blind and the deaf. Deprived of
the use of those ideas which are imparted by sight or by sound,
it is necessary that the senses they possess should be made to
answer, in as great a degree as possible, the purposes designed
to be answered by those senses of which they are deprived.
We have witnessed with surprise and gratitude the wonderful
success of the efforts made to accomplish such an object. But
while we feel that the results are wonderful, we have, by our
own observation, been made also to feel that this success is
only obtained by judicious, repeated, and oft repeated effort on
the part of the teachers. The kindness with which these ef-
forts are made and persevered in, and the patient and affection-
ate manner in which misapprehensions of the pupils are cor-
rected and removed, seem to prove that the teachers are actu-
ated by a far higher and nobler motive, than a mere regard for
their own pecuniary compensation. Nor can their long-con-
tinued efforts be too highly valued. Not only are these unfor-
tunate members of the human family taught how they may
obtain subsistence for themselves, and thus made to realize the
feeling of self-respect which a consciousness of independence
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inspires in the breast of every human being; but their spiritual
and immortal faculties are reached and developed, and they
become capable of comprehending the grandeur of creation, of
believing in their own immortality, of knowing that their Re-
deemer liveth, and of holding communion with their God.

At East Cambridge, under the immediate care of Mr. Na-
thaniel W atson, master of the House of Correction, in two se-
parate buildings recently erected for the use of the insane, we
found twenty-three lunatic State paupers. Several of these are
idiotic or imbecile, and no one was called furiously insane. The
buildings appeared suitable and appropriate. The apartments
were neat, and the patients appeared to have been well cared
for, and their needs properly supplied. The visiting physician,
Dr. Hooper, seemed to have a correct knowledge of the situa-
tion of each of the several patients. But little hope exists of
the recovery of more than one or two. Several are imbecile or
inclined to idiocy, and most have been received from other in-
stitutions, where they were considered incurable.

The views of the Committee, in respect to the need of other
and better buildings for the Eye and Ear Infirmary, and for the
Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, will be laid before the Legisla-
ture in separate reports.

Per order,

JOSEPH STONE, Chairman.




