
SENATE.... .No. 100.

In Senate, April 4, 1846.

The Special Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was committed the Petitions of Amory Holman and
Francis D. Brigham and others, praying for authority to con-
struct a rail-road from Acton or Concord to Sterling, have con-
sidered the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

GEO. WHEATLAND, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Lancaster and Sterling Branch Rail-

road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Amory Holman, Winthrop E. Faulkner,
2 and William H. Wood, and their associates and suc-
-3 cessors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name
4 of the Lancaster and Sterling Branch Rail-road Com-
-5 pany, with all the powers and privileges, and subject
6 to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in
7 the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and
8 in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes
9 relating to rail-road corporations, and in all other gen-

10 eral laws which have been, or shall be subsequently
11 passed, relative to rail-road corporations.
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1 Sect. 2. Said company are empowered to locate,
2 construct and maintain, with one or more tracks, a
3 branch rail-road, commencing at some convenient point
4 in the Fitchburg Rail-road, in the town of Acton ;

0 thence running to the village of Stow ; thence through
6 Bolton and Lancaster to a point in Sterling convenient
7 to intersect the contemplated rail-road from Fitchburg
8 towards Worcester ; or, at the option of said company,
9 commencing at some convenient point in said Fitch-

-10 burg Rail-road, in the northerly part of the town of
11 Concord; thence running through Acton, Sudbury,
12 Stow7 , Marlboro’, Bolton, Berlin and Lancaster, to the
13 terminus aforesaid, in said Sterling.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company
2 shall consist of not more than six thousand shares,
3 the number of which shall, from time to time, be dq-
-4 termined by the directors of said company; and no
5 assessment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount,
6 in the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share ;

7 and said company may invest and hold such part
8 thereof, in real and personal estate, as may be neccs-
-9 sary and convenient for the purposes of their incorpo-

-10 ration.

1 Sect. 4. The company hereby established may
2 also enter upon, and unite their rail-road, by proper
3 turnouts and switches, with the said Fitchburg Rail-
-4 road, at some convenient place in said Acton or Con-
-5 cord, and use said Fitchburg Rail-road, or any part
6 thereof.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road upon, and use the
3 said Lancaster and Sterling Branch Rail-road, or any
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4 part thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules
6 and regulations as the said Lancaster and Sterling
6 Branch Bail-road Company may prescribe, or as may
7 be determined according to the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of four years from the time when said rail-
-3 road shall be opened for use, from time to time,
4 alter or reduce the rate of tolls, or other profits upon
5 said rail-road, but said tolls or profits shall not, with-
-6 out the consent of said company, be so reduced as
7 to produce less than ten per cent, per annum upon the
8 investment of said company.

1 Sect. 7. If the location of said rail-road be not
2 filed within one year, or if the said company shall not
3 complete their rail-road, as provided for in the second
4 section of this act, with at least one track, within two
5 years from the passage of this act, then the same shall
6 be null and void.

1 Sect. 8. The company hereby established, by a

2 vote of its stockholders, at a meeting called for that
3 purpose, may unite with the Fitchburg Rail-road
4 Company: provided, the stockholders of the said
5 Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall, at a meeting
6 called for that purpose, agree to the same. And when
7 such union shall have been made, said corporations so

8 united shall have, possess, and hold all the property,
9 rights, privileges and franchises, and be subject to all

10 the duties, restrictions and liabilities, which the corpo-
-11 rations so united had enjoyed, and been subject to,

12 under their respective charters, and shall bear the
13 name of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.


