
SENATE No...No. 117.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom
was referred the message from the Governor, transmitting
the report of the Commissioners appointed by virtue of the
resolves of eighteen hundred and forty-five, chapter one
hundred and nine, for the survey of South Bay, Charles
River, and Mystic River and Pond, together with the plans
illustrating the same, having given the whole subject careful
attention, and having had several hearings of parties inter-
ested,

REPORT:

That the Commissioners have presented views of the subject
committed to them which deserve more deliberate consideration
than can be given to them at this time.

That, in order to decide what measures should be adopted
for the further protection of the harbor of Boston, it is impor-
tant to ascertain with precision how far private rights are to be
affected by such measures, what is the value of those rights,
and whether the proprietors are prepared to relinquish them for
an equitable consideration.
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The Committee, therefore, recommend that the accompany-
ing Resolution be adopted, and that the further consideration of
the subject be referred to the next meeting of the Legislature.

All which is respectfully submitted.

THOS. G. OARY, Chairman.

Senate, April , 1846.
Accepted.

Sent down for concurrence.
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Resolved,
That His Excellency the Governor be, and he

hereby is, authorized and requested, with the advice and con-
sent of the Council, to appoint one or more commissioners to
ascertain what private rights will be affected by adopting the
precautions and restrictions recommended or pointed out in the
report and plans of the commissioners appointed for the survey
of South Bay, Charles River, and Mystic River and Pond;
what is the value of those rights, and what amount of com-
pensation will be required by the proprietors for the necessary
interference with them.

Also, to examine the wharves and other structures that have
been built, or extended, on the borders of the harbor of Boston,
or within its channels, by permission from the Legislature,
granted since the establishment of the line recommended by
the commissioners in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-
seven, and to ascertain whether the works erected under such
permission are what they were authorized to be and nothing
more.

RESOLVE

In addition to a Resolve authorizing the Survey of South Bay,
and Charles and Mystic Rivers.
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And said commissioner or commissioners shall give at least
ten days’ notice, in three or more newspapers published in
Boston, of a time and place for hearing, so that all persons in-
terested may appear and be heard in relation to the matters
herein mentioned; and shall make report of all doings thereon
before the first day of December next to the Governor, who is
hereby requested to lay the same before the Legislature.

Resolved , That the Governor and Council bo authorized to
audit and allow the account of the commissioner or com-
missioners so appointed; and that the Governor, with the ad-
vice of the Council, he, and he hereby is, authorized to draw
his warrant on the treasurer of the Commonwealth for such
sum or suras of money, not exceeding in the whole five
hundred dollars, as may be necessary to carry the foregoing
resolve into effect.


