
SENATE No. 118.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was committed the
petition of John Augustus and forty-three others, citizens of
Boston, praying for the establishment, in that city, at the ex-
pense of the Commonwealth, of a “ Temporary Ho?ne,” for
poor drunkards discharged from the House of Correction,
and for the temporary protection of drunkards who have not
been sentenced to confinement, but are found houseless and
destitute;—also, the petition of Gideon Lane and one hun-
dred and fifty others, citizens of Gloucester, in aid of the
same;—also, a communication from the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, respecting the number of sentences to the
House of Correction in the county of Suffolk, for intemper-
ance, during the last six years; —have attended to the duty
assigned them, and ask leave to submit the following

R EPORT:

Your Committee met the petitioners at several times, and
listened with much interest to such statements and evidence as

they were desirous to present.
It appeared that, of all the commitments to the House of Cor-

rection, in the county of Suffolk, much the largest number had

been for the offences of drunkenness and being common drunk-

ards; that of the persons so committed, nearly all were sen-

tenced more than once, some as many as fifteen or twenty

times, and giving an average of at least five sentences to each

of these victims of intemperance ; and that frequently but a

few days would pass between the discharge and the return of

the offenders. This showed conclusively that the imprison-

ment had a very slight tendency to produce the reformation of
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those who were its subjects: and that, unless some other rem-
edy were found, a man or woman once sentenced to imprison-
ment, for an otfence of this kind, would, in all probability,
continue to require and receive similar punishment indefinitely
thereafter.

Such a state of things impressed so strongly the mind of Mr.
John Augustus, a worthy citizen of Boston, that happening, in
the winter of 1841-2, to be in court when a man was found
guilty as a common drunkard, he determined to try the experi-
ment whether something could not be done to save him from
destruction. In his own words, “I stepped up to the man,
and asked if he would sign the pledge if I would get his sen-
tence put off for a fortnight, and stand his bail in order to give
him a chance to try to do better. He agreed to do so, kept the
pledge, and became a sober man. At the end of the fortnight,
he was let off, upon payment of a small fine. I continued this
practice, and the result is as follows:—From January Ist,
1842, to January Ist, 1846, I bailed three hundred persons
brought up as common drunkards, male and female. Of this
number, more than two hundred have done well. The balance
might have been saved, if there had been a place for them to
stop a few days, to recover from the effects of rum, and wait
for employment. Ido not know how many of them fell back,
because 1 lost the track of them. I have heard that some are
doing well in other places. I have also been bail in cases of
simple drunkenness, and other petty offences, to the number of
one hundred—making in all four hundred instances. The
whole sum for which I have been bail is $25,000, and have
only suffered one forfeiture, which was for $lOO. Of the 300
common drunkards whom I bailed, 275 were, after signing the
pledge, and being under probation a week or two, discharged
upon paying a fine of one cent and costs, about $4, in each
case—making in all $llOO paid into the treasury of the county,
or State. If they had been sent to the House of Correction,
nothing would have been paid on their account, and the offi-
cers would have been paid fees for carrying them over,”*

* Note.— The foregoing extract is from a letter addressed by Mr. Augustus to Mr.
Thomas Gill, Recording Secretary of the Massachusetts Legislative Temperance Soci-
ety, who appeared before the Committee on behalf of the petitioners.
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Mr. Augustus adds, that but a small part of this $llOO came
finally from his own pocket. That he received some contribu-
tions, and that the friends of the parties sometimes raised the
amount; but that, in three fourths of the cases, the parties them-
selves, after getting employment, repaid what he had advanced
for them.

It was the success which attended this benevolent and per-
severing effort, which suggested the application made by the
petitioners.

At the hearings, it was found that the views and wishes of
the petitioners were not wholly identical, nor limited at all to
what the petition itself had expressed. The petition itself
prayed for the establishment of a temporary home for poor
drunkards, either upon their discharge from the House of Cor-
rection, or when found houseless and friendless, not having
been sentenced to confinement. Some of the petitioners wished
to extend the plan to a large institution in the nature of a hos-
pital, to which inebriates of all sorts might be sent for safety
and reformation, somewhat analogous to the State institution
for the insane. Others desired the State to furnish a house of
refuge, in which might be accommodated temporarily the per-
sons for whom Mr. Augustus should become bail, and to pro-
vide for their support until they could procure employment;
and still another plan, and the one upon which the petitioners
finally united as the most practicable and important, was, to
do away the necessity for giving bail in such cases altogether,
by providing for the appointment of an agent, who should be
furnished with means to procure and support an asylum at the
expense of the Commonwealth, and authorizing the courts, in
their discretion, to commit to his charge persons convicted as
common drunkards or for drunkenness, for the purpose of at-

tempting their reformation.
Upon mature deliberation and reflection, however, your

Committee were unable to find, in either of the plans presented,
what seemed to them a proper basis for legislation on the part
of the Commonwealth. To the worth and importance of the
objects, which the petitioners are striving to promote, it can
hardly be necessary for them to bear testimony, A roll was
exhibited to the Committee, containing the names and places
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of residence of the three hundred men and women who had
been saved by tire untiring and disinterested philanthropy of
Mr. Augustus in the manner above described, with the date of
the conviction, the time to which sentence was deferred, and
the sum finally paid in each case; and it was impossible to
look without emotion upon such a record of the unpretending
but noble labors of a single man in the cause of humanity and
virtue. Among the names of the benefactors of their race, few
deserve a higher place than that of John Augustus ; and, in the
day when God shall judge men “ according to the deeds done
in the body,” when “ they that turn many to righteousness
shall shine as the stars forever and ever,” that record will con-
fer upon it an honor more enduring than attaches to many of
the proudest achievements of statesmen or warriors.

But so many objections presented themselves to the minds of
the Committee against any attempt, by the State, to participate
in this scheme of benevolence, that they have come unanimous-
ly to the conclusion, that any legislation in conformity with
the prayer of the petitioners, would be inexpedient. The whole
subject is one, which, so far as it goes beyond the provision re-
quired by law of towns and cities for the relief of the poor and
unfortunate, falls properly within the province of private cha-
rity. They have been gratified to learn that the magistrates
have been disposed, to the extent of their powers, to encourage
and promote the efforts of Mr. Augustus. In the belief that
this encouragement will still be extended, and commending the
objects of the petitioners to the enlightened liberality of the city
of Boston, and to the munificence for which its citizens have
always been distinguished in all humane and charitable enter-
prises, the Committee recommend that the petitioners have
leave io withdraw theirpetition.

On behalf of the Committee,

E. ROCKWOOD HOAR, Chairman.


