
SENATE....No....No. 12.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was recommitted their Report for leave to withdraw
on the petition of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpo-
ration, with instructions to report the facts in the case, submit
the following

The petition sets forth, that a rail-road has been chartered
by the Legislature of New Hampshire, commencing at the
depot of the Nashua and Lowell RaiLroad, at Nashville, and
connecting with said road, and passing through parts of the
towns of Merrimack, Amherst, Milford, and on to East Wilton,
and thence on westerly to the town of Marlow, called the Wil-
ton Rail-road.

That said road, from its junction with the Nashua and
Lowell Rail-road to East Wilton, has been reported upon by
the Commissioners for the State of New Hampshire, as a road
which would be prornotive of the public good.

That the said Wilton Rail-road Company, considering the
vast saving of expense of operating said road, provided it
could be attached to and operated as a part of the Nashua and
Lowell Rail-road, have by a unanimous vote offered their
charter and franchise to the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road
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Corporation, provided said last-named corporation would pro-
ceed to build said road.

That the stockholders of said Nashua and Loavcll Rail-road
have voted to accept said charier and franchise, and to proceed
to build said road as soon as they could be legally authorized
so to do.

And said petition concludes by praying that they may be
authorized and empowered to extend their road, from its ter-
mination in Nashville, over and upon the route heretofore
chartered, to the said Wilton Rail-road Company.

The facts set forth in the petition, relative to the offer of the
Wilton Rail-road Company to convey, and the acceptance of
that offer, by the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Company, on
the conditions stated in the petition, Avere proved to the Com-
mittee,

It appears that the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road was in-
corporated by the Legislature of New Hampshire in 1835, and
by the Legislature of Massachusetts in 1836. Its capital stock
is $500,000.

This road commences at Lowell and extends up the Merri-
mack river to Nashua, a distance of about fifteen miles, where
it unites with the Concord Rail-road, about one third of the
road being in the State of New Hampshire.

The Wilton Rail-road lies wholly in the State of New
Hampshire, and was chartered by the Legislature of that State
in December, 1844. The line of this road is correctly set forth
in the petition to which reference has been made. It is said
that the distance from Nashua to Marlow is from 30 to 35
miles. The length of the road reported upon and located by
the commissioners of New Hampshire, as stated in the peti-
tion, is about 17J miles. The capital stock consists of 5,000
shares.

By the provisions of their charter, unless one half of the
capital stock shall be subscribed for, and the company organized,
before the first day of January, 1848, and the sum of $50,000
shall have been expended towards the construction of said
road before the first day of January, 1850, the act is to be
void : with another provision, rendering the act void if the
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road is not completed and fit for use by the first day of Janu-
ary, 1854. There is also a provision, that when the net pro-
ceeds or receipts shall exceed ten per cent, the excess is to be
paid into the treasury of the Stale. The charter is also sub-
ject to amendment, alteration, or repeal, at the pleasure of the
Legislature.

It was stated, and not denied, that no part of the stock had
been subscribed, and no measures had as yet been taken, on
the part of the corporators, to construct the road.

There was no evidence offered, on the part of the petitioners,
relative to the feasibility of the route or the expense of con-
struction. No public exigency for a road over this route was
attempted to be shown by any testimony or facts presented to
the Committee; but the counsel for the petitioners referred the
Committee to the fact that the Legislature of New Hampshire
had granted a charter over this route, and therefore he alleged
the Committee must presume that all that would be required
here to obtain a charter had been made out.

No facts were presented to the Committee, or testimony
offered, tending to show what effect the assumption, on the
part of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road, of the charter and
franchise of the Wilton Road, as proposed by the two corpora-
tions, would have upon the business and income of the Nashua
and Lowell Road. Whether it would add to, or diminish
from, the income of that road; whether its effect would be to
reduce the tolls, and thereby benefit the public; or whether it
would oblige the company to increase the rate of tolls in order
to continue in the receipt of its present income, the Committee
have no facts to present, leading to the one or the other result.

The petitioners were opposed, in the hearing, by the Concord
and Montreal Rail-road Company, by the Peterborough and
Shirley, and Souhegan Rail-road Companies.

The Peterborough and Shirley Road was incorporated in
July, 1846, and the Souhegan was incorporated about the
same time.

On the part of the Souhegan Road, it was said that that
road was chartered in consequence of the neglect of the Wil-
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ton Company to build their road, and that but one of the
roads was wanted.

On behalf of the other rail-road corporations above named,
it was said that the Wilton Road, if constructed and operated,
would injure the business of their roads.

The foregoing facts, as here stated, the Committee deem as
all the facts necessary to be reported in complying with the
instructions given them.

All which is respectfully submitted

C. B. RISING, Chairman.


