
SENATE No.No. 15.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed
to consider whether any provisions of law are necessary for
the purpose of making insolvent debtors witnesses in suits by
and between assignees and other persons.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

eoratnonluealtij of fHasoacijuetttn.

In Senate, January 29, 1847.
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The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the
Order of the 29th of January, relating to the competency of
insolvent debtors as witnesses, have considered the same, and
report the accompanying Bill.

eommonUitaUlj of Massachusetts.

In Senate, February 2, 1847.

Z. SCUDDER, for the Committee.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Competency of Insolvent Debtors as

Witnesses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled., and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. In any suit now pending or which shall
2 hereafter be pending in any court of law or equity,
3 between the assignee or assignees of any insolvent
4 debtor and any other person or persons, the insol-
-5 vent debtor shall be a competent witness for such
6 assignee or assignees : provided, the judge of probate
7 or master in chancery, before whom the proceedings
8 in insolvency are pending, or were instituted orcar-
-9 ried on, shall certify under his hand, or state upon

10 the trial, that, in his opinion, the estate of the insol-
-11 vent is insufficient to pay all his debts.
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1 Sect. 2. In case of the death or absence of such
2 judge of probate or master in chancery, the certifi-
-3 cate or statement of the clerk in such proceedings
4 shall be admitted with like effect as the certificate
5 or statement of the judge of probate or master in
6 chancery.


