
SENATE,......No. 32.

In Senate, February 16th, 1847.

The Joint Committee on Fisheries, to which was committed
the Petition of the inhabitants of the town of Tisbury, praying
for a law to regulate the Herring or Alewive Fishery, at Chap-
paquonset Pond and Creek, in said town, respectfully report
the accompanying Bill.

E. SAWIN, Chairman.

©ommemtimiltij of iHassacijxteetts.
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AN ACT
To regulate the Herring or Alewive Fishery in Chappa-

quonset Pond and Creek, in the town of Tisbury.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

ecwmontoealtij of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

1 Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Tisbury,
2 in the county of Dukes County, at their annual meet-
-3 ing in the month of March or April, shall choose one
4 or more discreet persons as a Fish Committee, who
5 shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their du-
-6 ty, and whose duty it shall be to regulate the herring
7 or alewive fishery in Chappaquonset Pond and Creek,
8 in said town ; to prescribe the time, manner, and place
9 or places where said fish may be taken by the inhab-

it) itants of said town; also, to remove any obstruc-
-11 tions that may be in said creek, and to keep the
12 stream open for the passage of said fish from the
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13 Vineyard Sound, or sea, into Chappaquonset Pond, so
14 that the inhabitants of said town may enjoy a free
15 fishery.

1 Sect. 2. The Fish Committee, for the time being,
2 shall post up, at three or more public places in said
3 town, on or before the tenth day of March in each
4 and every year, the regulations established by said
5 committee, respecting the fishery in Chappaquonset
6 Pond and Creek.

1 Sect. 3. Any person who shall oppose or ob-
-2 struct said committee in the performance of their
3 duty, or shall obstruct said fish in their passage, or
4 take or destroy any of said fish, at any time or place,
5 except at such time and place as said committee shall
6 direct, on convict m before any Justice of the Peace
7 in the county of Dukes County, not an inhabitant of
8 the town of Tisbury, shall forfeit and pay a fine, for
9 each offence, not exceeding twenty dollars, one half

10 to the use of the town, the other half to the person
11 or persons giving the information.

1 Sect. 4. All persons, not otherwise disqualified,
2 shall be taken to be competent and legal witnesses
3 in any prosecution upon this act, they being inhabi-
-4 tants of the town of Tisbury notwithstanding.

1 Sect. 5. The selectmen of the town of Tisbury
2 are hereby empowered to direct the Fish Committee
3 to take and sell such part of the fish, taken in said
4 creek, as shall be sufficient to pay all expenses that
5 have or may accrue in securing and preserving said
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6 fishery ; provided that the quantity or number so re-
-7 quired shall not exceed one sixth part of all the fish
8 taken by the inhabitants of said town, in any one
9 year, at said fishery.

1 Sect. 6. If any damage is sustained by the own-
-2 ers of the land on which said fish are taken by the
3 inhabitants of the town of Tisbury, the selectmen
4 of said town shall pay a reasonable compensation
5 therefor, when demanded.

1 Sect. 7. No person shall take any herrings or
2 alewives from the Vineyard Sound, or sea, within one
3 mile of said Chappaquonset Creek, or make any new
4 outlets from said Chappaquonset Pond, except it shall
5 be done by a vote of the inhabitants of the town of
6 Tisbury, at a legal meeting warned and held for that
7 purpose.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing in this act shall be so con-
-2 strued as to prevent the owners of the marsh or
3 meadows from flowing or draining their meadows
4 through Chappaquonset Creek, whenever it can be
5 done without obstructing the passage of the herrings
6 or alewives to and from Chappaquonset Pond.
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