
SENATE No.No. 45.

The Joint Committee on Fisheries, to which was committed
the Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Falmouth, pray-
ing for an Act to regulate the Herring or Alewive Fishery in
the Streams and Ponds in that Town, respectfully report the
accompanying Bill.

E, SAWIN, Chairman.
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In Senate, March 2d, 1847.
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Seven.

AN ACT
To regulate the Herring Fishery in the Town of Fal-

mouth.

Be it enacted by the. Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Fal-
-2 mouth, in the county of Barnstable, may, at any legal
3 meeting called for that purpose, prescribe the times,
4 places and manner of taking alewives or herrings, in
5 Dexter’s river and other waters connecting Coonanus-
-6 set pond with the Vineyard sound, or sea; and also in
7 the other rivers, streams and ponds which have hcre-
-8 toforc been used by the inhabitants of said town as

9 herring fisheries ; and they may also, at said meeting,
10 adopt such further rules and regulations as may, by
11 them, be deemed expedient for the preservation of

12 said fishery ; and they may dispose of the privilege of
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13 taking said fish in any way or manner they may think
14 proper; and they shall choose, by ballot, a committee,
15 consisting of three discreet persons, who shall cause
16 the regulations adopted by said town to be carried in-
-17 to effect, and who shall be sworn to the faithful per-
-18 formance of their duty.

1 Sect. 2. The selectmen, for the time being, shall
2 post up the regulations so established, in three or more
3 public places in said town, in each and every year,
4 within one week after their passage.

1 Sect. 3. If any person shall take any of said fish
2 in any of the waters aforesaid, at any time or in any
3 manner other than shall be allowed by said town, he
4 shall, for each offence, on conviction thereof, pay a fine
5 not exceeding five dollars ; and if any persons shall, in
6 either of the months of March, April, May or June,
7 without permission of the town or fish committee,
8 set or shoot a seine in the Vineyard sound, within
9 forty rods of the mouth of said rivers or streams, for

10 the purpose of taking said fish, he shall, for each of-
-11 fence, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding
12 twenty dollars ; the fines and forfeitures to be recov-
-13 ered in any court proper to try the same ; one half to
14 the use of the town, the other half to him who shall
15 prosecute therefor; and, in all such prosecutions, any
16 inhabitant of said town, not otherwise disqualified,
17 shall be a competent witness. Provided ,

that this
18 act shall in no wise be so construed as to affect
19 the legal rights of any corporation or persons what-
-20 ever.
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1 Sect. 4. The acts passed the 2d of March, 1798,
2 and Ist of March, 1799, to prevent the destruction
3 and to regulate the catching of alewives in the riv-
-4 ers and streams in the Town of Falmouth, in the
5 County of Barnstable, be, and the same are hereby,
6 repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall lake effect from and after
2 its passage.
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