
SENATE No.No. 49.

Senate, 9th March, 1847.

The Joint Standing Committee on the Militia ask leave to
submit the following

REPORT:
It is made the duty of the committee on the militia, by a

Resolve of the 31st January, 1845, to visit the State arsenals
in Boston and Cambridge, examine their condition, and that of
the public property therein, and make report to the Legisla-
ture. This service was performed by the committee on the
20th January last, and they are happy to state, that the arms,
and other munitions, were found to be so arranged, and in that
good order which was to have been expected from the vigi-
lance and faithfulness of the public officer having charge of
them.

In these arsenals there is an amount, quite considerable, of
military stores, such as cannon, muskets, rifles, and military
equipments of various kinds, which, from several causes, areren ered useless to the State, and which might well be sold orexchanged for other and more serviceable munitions. The au-
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For some time past the arsenal in Boston has needed some-
what extensive repairs ; but as an arrangement, mutually ad-
vantageous, may be made, by which the interest of this
Commonwealth in this property may be conveyed to the city
of Boston, in which is now the fee, the committee forbear to
recommend that these repairs be made at the present time.

The cellar under the arsenal at Cambridge, owing to its not
being sufficiently drained, is not only nearly or quite useless,
but, from the quantity of water often in it, is of serious detri-
ment to the arms placed in the rooms above. It is supposed
that this evil may be removed at a moderate expense. Addi-
tional racks are required for the better arrangement of the
muskets, which now necessarily remain in the boxes in which
they were received.

The expenses to be incurred for the repairs and fixtures
here indicated, (estimated at four hundred dollars,) may be
defrayed out of the unexpended balance of appropriations for
the Quarter Master General’s department of former years,
amounting to eleven hundred and thirty-two dollars seventy-
two cents.

The committee report the accompanying Resolve for the
consideration of the Legislature.

For the committee

GEO. HODGES.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Seven.

RESOLVE

In relation to the State Arsenal in Cambridge.

Resolved , That the Adjutant General be, and he is hereby
authorized and required to make such repairs at the arsenal at
Cambridge, as may, in his opinion, be necessary for the pres-
ervation of the buildings, and the safe-keeping of the military
stores contained therein : provided, that the expense thereof shall
not exceed four hundred dollars; and that the same be de-
frayed out of the unexpended balance of the appropriations
for the Quarter Master General’s department, of the years
1845 and 1846.
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