
SENATE....No.No. 50.

Senate, March 9, 1847.

The Committee to ■whom was referred the subject of county
estimates and taxes for the current year, have examined the
returns of accounts and estimates made by the Treasurers
and County Commissioners for the several counties of this
Commonwealth, and

REPORT:

That great diversities have been found to exist among the
several counties, in regard to the mode of making up and re-
turning said accounts and estimates; and, in addition to these
diversities, the returns of accounts and estimates of some of
the counties arc very irregular and defective.

By the thirty-second section of the fourteenth chapter of the
Revised Statutes, the county commissioners for each county
are required, annually, to prepare estimates for all county
charges and debts for the year then next ensuing. These esti-
mates, being approved, are required to be recorded in a book
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kept for the purpose, and a fair copy of said estimates, signed
by the presiding commissioner, and attested by the clerk of
the commissioners, is required to be transmitted to the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, on or before the first Tuesday of
February next after making up the same.

By section thirty-fifth of the same chapter, the commission-
ers are required to examine and allow the annual accounts of
the county treasurers ; these accounts are to accompany the es-
timates for county taxes; and these accounts, being so allowed
and approved, are to be delivered by the treasurers to the clerks
of the commissioners, and arc to be sent by said clerks, with
said estimates, at the time before named, to the Secretary of
the Commonwealth.

By a statute of 1536, chapter 137, enacted after the pas-
sage of the Revised Statutes, the county commissioners were
directed, in addition to the above requirements, annually to
transmit to the Secretary, with the above estimates for county
taxes, a statement of the amount of borrowed money due from
their respective counties, and also the amount of taxes duo
and unpaid to said counties, at the time of making said es-
timates.

Now, in regard to the county of Barnstable, the Committee
find that the treasurer’s account is not approved by the com-
missioners. as contemplated in the thirty-fifth section of the
fourteenth chapter of tire Revised Statutes; but tire only return
made on said account is, that the treasurer was sworn to the
truth of it by one of the commissioners, and it does not appear
whether the account was, or was not, examined by the com-
missioners.

In regard to some of the counties, it docs not appear, except
by inference, whether the commissioners have, or have not,
complied with the act of 1536. No statement at all is madeby
them as to the amount of borrowed money due, or the amount
of taxes uncollected. This throws upon the committees of the
Legislature the burthen of examining the accounts of the treas-

urers, to ascertain the facts in reference to these points. In some

2 COUNTY ESTIMATES AND TAXES. 'March,



1347.] SENATE—No. 50. 3

of the accounts, it will appear that credit has been given, or
rather that the treasurer is charged with the whole estimated
tax for the year, and thence it may reasonably be inferred that
no part of the tax for that year is unpaid ; but it does not ap-
pear from that whether or not the taxes for preceding years
have all been collected.

In some cases, however, the treasurer does not appear to be
charged with the whole estimated amount of the tax for the
year, and yet no mention or statement is made any where of
the amount of tax uncollected; this leaves entirely to inference
what amount for that year is uncollected, and affords no light
upon the question, whether all the taxes for preceding years
have, or have not, been collected.

As to borrowed money due from the respective counties,
some boards of commissioners do, and some do not, make a
statement. Where no statement is made, it is, of course, left
to inference that there is no borrowed money duo. But, con-
sidering the mode in which the returns are made up in other
respects, the omission may as well be inferred to have been the
result of a neglect to make the proper return.

Now, although the Committee have not deemed it their duty
to reject any of these returns, they have thought it proper to
bring the subject before the Senate, in order to have an inquiry
made, whether some measures should not be adopted to secure
uniformity in these returns, and a full compliance with the
requirements of the laws in regard to them. If the provisions
of law now existing have any useful object, as they doubtless
have, then they should be enforced. If these provisions are
not sufficiently stringent to secure that object, then, surely,
others should be made which are so.

In the opinion of the Committee, there should be some pre-
scribed form for these returns and estimates, and that, in regard
to the amount of borrowed money due, and of taxes due and
unpaid, the commissioners should be required to state the facts
as they are—either that there is, or is not, a county debt for
money borrowed, and cither that there are, or are not, taxes
due and unpaid. This would relieve the Committees of the
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Legislature from much labor in examining said accounts and
estimates, and would also more fully secure the objects contem-
plated by the provisions of law now in force.

J. C. PERKINS,
Chairman of the Committee.

March 9, 1847.


