
SENATE....,..No. 60.

In Senate; March 18th, 1847.

The Second Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was committed the Petition of the Fitchburg Rail-
road Company, with sundry Petitions in aid, and sundry
Remonstrances against the same, upon so much of said Peti-
tion as prays authority to extend their road to, and to erect
a passenger depot in, the city of Boston, submit the following

R E P O li T :

The existing depot of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company is
located on the northerly side of the Charles River, in the town
of Charlestown. Persons travelling upon said road, to and
from the city of Boston, have to pass over one or the other of
the bridges which connect Boston with that town. Most, if
not all of them, pass over the Warren Bridge. The corpora-
tion, desirous of affording better accommodation to the travel-
ling public, now ask for authority to construct a new bridge
across the Charles River, over which to extend their road to
lands owned by, or for which they have bonds and contracts,
in the city of Boston, and there to erect buildings suitable for
a passenger depot, and for other necessary accommodations.
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The land, upon which it is proposed to erect the depot, is
upon the easterly side of Haverhill, and upon the northerly
side of Causeway-streets, in the angle formed by said streets,
and extending back to the river. The freight depot, it is the
intention of the company to have remain where it now is;
and they claim that all the room they have there, in land as
well as in buildings, will very soon be wanted for freight ac-
commodations.

The corporation suggest, for the bridge, two locations, one
of which requiring a bridge somewhat longer than the other,
both of which are indicated upon their plan, and both having
the same termini in Boston. For the longest bridge, they com-
mence farther up the river, on the Charlestown side, and its
length will be some nineteen hundred feet. For the other,
they commence nearer their depot, and its length will be some
sixteen hundred feet. If the longest line be adopted, the cur-
vature will be more easy; but either will afford very good
accommodation, and the Committee see no reason why the
company may not be allowed to make their own selection.
The land on the Charlestown side, for the whole distance from
the Warren Bridge to the Boston and Maine Rail-road Bridge,
is owned by this corporation.

The estimated cost of the proposed improvement, including
land, the alteration of the Warren Bridge, the making a new
avenue to connect therewith, and the doing of every thing
necessary to the accomplishment of the purpose proposed, if the
longer route be selected, is two hundred eighty-seven thousand
three hundred and twenty dollars; if, however, the shorter
route should be the one concluded upon, they reduce the esti-
mate to two hundred and eighty thousand dollars.

The number of passengers who travelled upon the Fitch-
burg Rail-road during the last year, as may be seen by their
annual returns, was some three hundred and twenty-seven
thousand. The travel is daily increasing. Perhaps it would
not be an over-estimate to calculate, for the coming year, some
five hundred thousand. Indeed, it was confidently predicted,
by the counsel who appeared for the petitioners, considering
the roads and branches which are in contemplation, some of
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which are in a course of construction, and Avhich must bring
more or less business to the Fitchburg road, —considering these,
it was confidently predicted, that the day is not distant when
the travel upon this road will amount annually to at least one
million of persons.

The petitioners do not ask for authority to take any private
property whatever. All the land they propose to occupy,
whether for the depot, for the new avenue, or for whatever
purpose it may be used, they intend to obtain by voluntary
contract. They do ask, however, to add another to the exist-
ing obstructions to the navigation of the Charles River. They
also ask for the privilege of crossing one of the principal, if not
the principal, avenue which connects Boston with the neigh-
boring towns and the country.

The reasons the Fitchburg Rail-road Company urge for de-
siring the change, are, first, the frequent detention to passen-
gers crossing the Warren Bridge, caused by raising the draw
for the passage of vessels; second, that, aside from the fore-
going objection, those travelling to and from Boston, by their
road, would be better accommodated by having a depot more
centrally situated ; and, third, that the public generally de-
mand the alteration.

It was in evidence before the Committee, that detentions,
such as are indicated above, were of frequent occurrence. In
such cases, sometimes the cars wait. The rule is, to allow five
minutes. But notwithstanding this, many passengers are left,
and, when left, have to await the next train, which may not be
until the next morning, There were some persons before the
Committee who had had thus to wait.

It was also in evidence, that, if the depot were removed as
is proposed, those residing in the country, and doing business
in Boston, (of whom there are many, and the number daily
increasing.) might devote daily some ten or twelve minutes
more to their business than they arc now able to do. Passen-
gers, too, passing to and from the depot, if centrally situated,
would more of them walk, and thus avoid the expense of car-
riage-hire. The distance to Hay Market Square, in the city of
Boston, and to all south and east of said square, would be
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diminished by about tire length of the shortest proposed
bridge—about sixteen hundred feet. Moreover, it is unpleasant
in the winter season, and indeed at all seasons when there are
high winds, for persons to travel over bridges, except in cov-
ered carriages.

Some evidence was introduced to show that higher rates are
charged for taking passengers to and from the Fitchburg depot,
than from those of any other roads which have their termini in
Boston. Fifty cents is the charge for a single passenger, and,
if to any other depot, the charge is but twenty-five cents. The
Fitchburg Company, however, have an arrangement with cer-
tain omnibus proprietors, by which passengers are taken to
and from any part of the city of Boston for hvelve and a half
cents each; and, if taken from and delivered in Brattle-street,
the price is but six and a quarter cents each. But complaints
are made that the omnibuses do not afford satisfactory accom-
modations; that they are always crowded; and if called upon
to take passengers from the different parts of the city, it is not
unfrequent that the call is neglected; and if to deliver passen-
gers, so much time is frequently taken that the passenger be-
comes impatient and feels that he is illy used. The only com-
fortable way is by avoiding the omnibuses. But these omni-
buses, notwithstanding, are allowed privileges which are
denied to other carriages ; and it was suggested to the Commit-
tee whether this may not be the reason, and the only reason,
for the high charges which are complained of. The company,
however, affirm that they have tried to make arrangements to
have their passengers carried as passengers are to and from
other depots, but without success. The proprietors of car-
riages say that they have a rule to charge extra, when called
upon to go out of the city, and they feel that it is a rule neces-
sary for them to adhere to.

That the public demand the alteration is evident, not only
from the numerous petitioners who have forwarded their peti-
tions in aid, but also from the evidence upon the stand. Nu-
merous witnesses testified that this was a matter upon which
the travelling community are exceedingly anxious. Some sta-

ted that they rarely, if ever, passed over the road, without wit-
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nessing a general expression of regret that the depot was not
more favorably located. The company have been slow to come
to the conclusion to make the change; but so frequent is the de-
tention, so general the feeling of dissatisfaction, and so strong
the demand which is made upon them by the traveller, that
they now feel they ought not longer to resist it.

The only public street or avenue which will be interfered
with, by the proposed extension, is that most important avenue
which has already been alluded to, the Warren Bridge and the
street connected therewith. To show the importance of this
avenue, the City Marshal, on the 24th of February last, placed
men there to count the persons and vehicles which might pass
on that day. The time taken was from seven in the morning
to seven in the evening—twelve hours—and the result was:

Of foot travel, ...... 4818
“ one-horse vehicles, .... 2134
“ two-horse vehicles, . . . . 611
“ four-horse vehicles, .... 147

The whole number of persons, by a fair computation, perhaps,
should not be reckoned at less than twelve thousand. Whether
this was a day on which there was an extraordinary amount
of travel, or whether it was only an average, the Committee are
not informed. The only circumstance within their knowledge,
which could have any bearing whatever upon the matter, is,
that on that day there was snow on the ground, and it was
good sleighing.

The objections urged before the Committee against granting
the prayer of these petitioners were, first, the injury likely to
result to the Boston harbor ; second, the obstruction and conse-
quent detention to the navigation having occasion to pass up
and downCharles river; third, the injury to those owning wharf-
lots, wharves, and doing business above, and, fourth, the dis-
commoding of the travel which necessarily passes over the
Warren Bridge.

It was contended that the bridge, if constructed, would pre-
vent the tides from ebbing and flowing in the Charles River as
freely as they now do.
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There are already, crossing the navigable waters of the
Charles River, no less than six bridges. In the construction of
these, considerable portions, over which the water before flowed
unobstructed, are now filled up with solid material. Such is
believed to be the case with most, if not all, of these bridges. In
connection with the Boston and Maine Rail-road Bridge, a large
space has been thus filled. So, also, with the Boston and Lowell,
The entire water-way in the Charles River Bridge, as testified
by Mr. Barker, the superintendent, is but five hundred feet.
The bridge proposed is to be built, as are the other rail-road
bridges, resting upon piles, and those piles, in the line of
the current, to be eighteen feet apart, from centre to centre.
The space, therefore, for the passage of the water will be more
than twice as great as in the Charles River Bridge. The cross-
range of the piles, where there is the greatest volume of water,
the strongest current, near the Boston shore, will be very much
with the current—the bridge crossing the current very nearly
at right angles.

It was in evidence that the ebbing and flowing of the tide
above all the existing bridges is as great, and, by one who ex-
amined the subject with care, said to be greater, than below
them. It was also in evidence that the time of full tide—al-
ways later up a river than upon the seaboard—does not vary
more now at Watertown than it did twenty-five years ago. It
was in evidence, too, that, apparently, in the principal channel
of Boston harbor, the channel most likely to be affected, if any,
the water is as deep now as at any former period. This was
believed to be the case by Mr. George Darracott, who had him-
self, some years ago, examined the bottom of the channel, and
by Mr. Lincoln, an engineer, who has devoted much
time to surveying, sounding and examining the harbor during
the past year. Mr. Lincoln gave it as his opinion, too, that an
additional bridge would produce no perceivable difference in the
current.

That an additional bridge might further retard (lie progress
of vessels passing up and down the river, seemed generally to

be conceded ; but the extent was a matter about which there
was much difference of opinion. There were some, however,
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who contended that the transit would rather be facilitated.
But, generally, it was believed that an additional bridge would
be an additional obstruction.

The distance between the two bridges—the Warren Bridge
and the bridge of the Boston and Maine Rail-road Corpora-
tion—is not as great as would be most desirable if another
bridge is to be placed between them. Still, the new bridge
may be constructed, with all its necessary appendages, and yet
allow sufficient room for all the purposes for which room may
be needed; sufficient for the safe and easy passage of vessels ;

and sufficient to allow them to pass off to either shore when-
ever it may be necessary.

The Warren Bridge, and the bridge of the Boston and Maine
Rail-road Corporation, are now too near to each other to
admit of the application of sails to vessels passing from the
one to the other, to advantage. The passage generally, there-
fore, must be, and is, effected by means of warps. The dis-
tance from pier to pier is too great to admit of the warp being
thrown; consequently, a boat has to be made use of for the
purpose. If there be an additional bridge, the sending out a
boat might be avoided. The warp might then be thrown ; and
it was argued, that the time which would thus be saved might
compensate, or more than compensate, for the loss occasioned
by the additional draw. It was stated before the Committee,
that, when the question of granting authority to the Old Colony
Rail-road Corporation to connect, by means of a bridge, their
road with the city of Boston, was pending, the ground taken
by the friends of the measure was, that the bridge would not
retard, but would facilitate, the passage of vessels up that chan-
nel. It was further stated that, in this respect, what was then
anticipated is believed to have been fully realized. Vessels do
pass up more readily and more easily now than they did be-
fore the bridge was constructed.

Those who objected most earnestly, on account of the
obstruction to navigation, were persons owning wharf-lots
and wharves, and doing business, on what is called Miller’s
River. To pass to this river, after passing the Warren Bridge,
vessels sail over near to the Charlestown shore; there they
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pass through a draw in the Boston and Maine Rail-road
Bridge, and thence through the bridge that connects Charles-
town with the city of Cambridge. If the obstruction, occa-
sioned by a new bridge, prove serious to any, it must prove most
so to these people. But the general impression was, that even
to these the injury could not be very great. Although the basin
over which vessels would have to pass would be much less in
its dimensions than at present, still it was thought that the
additional facilities for warping might prove an equivalent.
And, in addition to this, it is in contemplation—and the Boston
and Maine Rail-road are, by their charter, bound to do it—to
make a new channel entirely above their own bridge. Much
has already been done upon this channel, and the whole will
unquestionably be accomplished during the coming season.
When this shall be done, the probability is that all vessels, or
nearly all, passing to and from Miller’s River, will pass the
new channel; and, if so, will sutler no more, from the new
bridge, than will those, the destination of which may be farther
up (he Charles River.

It was represented, by those having lands bordering upon
the water, whether of Charles River or of Miller’s River, that
those lands were rendered less valuable even by the existing
bridges, and that any additional bridge must have a tendency
to diminish their value yet more. To show that this was and
would be the case, evidence was produced as to the different
prices paid for commodities both above and below said bridges.
It was in evidence, that, for wood purchased by the cargo, from
twelve and a half to seventeen cents the cord more is paid than
in Boston. One witness stated that he had known the differ-
ence to be as great as twenty-five cents. A like difference is
made upon coal, upon stone, and perhaps upon lumber—

though, upon lumber, the evidence was not as clear. It would
seem, by what was said by the witnesses, that, for the most
part, lumber was delivered at Miller’s River as cheap as in
Boston.

Unquestionably, the general feeling of those managing ves-
sels is averse to forming the bridges; and especially when as
ready and as good a market can be realized below. In one
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instance, it was stated, that, to induce the delivery of a cargo
of lumber upon Miller's River, five dollars extra had been
paid for each bridge passed. That, for such articles as above
enumerated, the people above the bridges have to pay more
than below, when bought by the cargo, is perhaps beyond all
question. This, too, might be the case, even if there were no
bridges in the way. Upon being referred to a report made to
the Legislature, as long ago as when the question of granting
authority for the Warren Bridge was pending, it was found
that, even then, the difference in the prices of commodities was
stated to be full as great, and in some instances greater than
now. It was also in evidence that, notwithstanding the in-
creased number of bridges, the lands referred to have con-
stantly been advancing in price. In favorable times, the pass-
ing of a vessel through Warren Bridge requires but three
minutes of time. When unfavorable, of course more time will
be occupied.

Upon the travel passing over Warren Bridge, the impedi-
ment would be serious, —too serious, perhaps, to admit of enter-
taining the question even for a moment, were it not that other
provision is proposed, which the petitioners think will accom-
modate nearly if not quite as well.

It is proposed by the petitioners—and a provision is incorpo-
rated in the bill making it obligatory upon them to do so—that,
when the rail-road bridge shall intersect the Warren Bridge, the
course of the Warren Bridge shall be so changed as to connect
with an avenue which shall be made entirely upon the east
side of their proposed depot building, and ten feet therefrom,—
the new avenue to be as wide as is the one now travelled. This
alteration they propose to make at their own expense, and for-
ever hereafter to keep the part so altered and made in re-
pair. This new avenue will enter Causeway-street, a street
sixty feet in width, and, between Causeway-street and Haver-
hill-street, the corporation propose to add thirty feet more, so
that the space to be travelled over, to connect with Haverhill-
street, the street now travelled, will be ninety feet wide. The
increased distance

, by the new avenue , to the traveller
,
will he

twelve and a half feet. But the new avenue, where it con-

-2
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nects with Causeway-street, will be nearly opposite Beverly-
street, a street forty feet in width, and it is questionable wheth-
er the traveller, by passing Bcverly-street, cannot reach Hay-
market-square in as short a distance as can be done by the ex-
isting travelled route. It is also the intention of the corpora-
tion to have gates at the crossing upon Warren Bridge, and
upon Haverhill-street at Causeway-street, which gates are to
be kept open at all times except when cars are corning in or
going out; at all other times the traveller will be free to pass
as he now does. But, in addition to the accommodation above
suggested, there is the Charles River Bridge, and by which it
is in evidence, that the distance from Hayrnarket-square to
Charlestown-square is shorter than by Warren Bridge by more
than two rods. The Charles River Bridge is not as much trav-
elled as the Warren Bridge, and the reason suggested was, be-
cause it had not been kept in as good condition. More recently,
however, the Warren Bridge having become somewhat worn,
a considerable change is peceivable, The Charles River Bridge
is now receiving more of the travel. It should be borne in mind,
too, in this connexion, that a very considerable portion of the
travel over the Warren Bridge, is by those passing to and from
the Fitchburg depot, and of which, should the new depot be
established, that bridge will he relieved. Haymarket-square,
in Boston, and Charlestown-square, in Charlestown, are central
points, through which most travellers have to pass, whether they
take the one or the other of the bridges which are above re-
ferred to.

By the counsel who appeared in behalf of the town of
Charlestown, it was objected that, although the traveller may
occasionally suffer some inconvenience in consequence of the
draw in Warren Bridge, that ought not to induce the granting of
the prayer of the petitioners, for he believed the day was not dis-
tant, and he named twenty years at farthest, when the draw not
only of the Warren Bridge, but the draws ofall the other bridges
acrossCharlcsßiver, would be permanently bolted down; that no
vessel with masts would be allowed to pass up said river, and that
all water-carriage would be in boats and flats, so arranged and
fitted as to pass directly under the bridges. He referred to Lon-
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don as an instance of like arrangement, and gave it as his opin-
ion; that the expense of carriage would not be much increased
thereby. A like opinion has also been expressed by others.
But whether this be probable or not, the Committee did not
feel themselves called upon, at this time, to inquire. They will
only say, if this should take place,—if the draws of these
bridges are to be permanently bolted down, to some of the Com-
mittee, at least, a new bridge would not be as objectionable as
it will be now.

It has been suggested that these petitioners might have their
depot as now proposed, and yet not be allowed to add another
bridge: that they might have the privilege of running their
cars over the bridge of the Boston and Maine Kail-road; that
that bridge, if found necessary, might be widened so as to ad-
mit of additional tracks ; and when near the Boston shore, they
might be allowed to diverge, so as to enable them to occupy
the same lands which they now propose. In this way, the
necessity for a new bridge might be avoided, and the obstruc-
tion to navigation not at all increased. But, to such an arrange-
ment, both corporations object. The Fitchburg Rail-road
Company do not wish thus to be compelled to come in ; and
the Boston and Maine Rail-road Corporation would most seri-
ously object to having them do so. Both parties believe that
such an arrangement would prove seriously inconvenient;
trains would be liable to be delayed, and, what is more and
most to be avoided, the danger of collision would be increased.
In such an arrangement, the cars of the Fitchburg Company
would have to leave their road some half or three quarters of a
mile from their merchandize depot, which would render it in-
convenient for passengers, having merchandize in charge, and
which they may wish to look after in person. It would
also be inconvenient for the Charlestown travel. By the ar-
rangement asked for, it is intended to have a small passenger
depot on the Charlestown side, where the cars are to stop when
coming in and going out, and where the Charlestown passen-
gers, and those having occasion to look after their merchandize,
may be accommodated. The arrangement suggested, too,
would interfere nearly, if not quite, as much with the travel

SENATE—No. 60.
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over Warren Bridge, as would the arrangement which the pe-
titioners themselves desire. They would in no way be accom-
modated, and occupy the land they propose, or any other land
easterly of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, without making
it necessary to change the Warren avenue; and if they occupy
the land which they have already contracted for, to change
it as much as is now contemplated.

The foregoing is believed to embrace all the material state-
ments, facts and circumstances to which the attention of the
Committee has been called. The Committee have examined
them,—have given to them all the consideration which they
have been enabled to do, and, after mature reflection, a majority
of the Committee have directed the reporting of the accompa-
nying' Bill.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee, dissent from
the report.

J. GILES,
JOHN BROOKS.

NATIFL. B. BORDEN, Chairman.
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AN ACT

To authorize the Fitchburg Rail-road Company to ex-
tend their Road to the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate, and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The Fitchburg Rail-road Company are
2 hereby authorized and empowered to extend, con-
-3 struct and maintain their rail-road into the city of
4 Boston, beginning at some convenient point on the
5 depot ground of said company in Charlestown ; thence
6 crossing Charles River by a bridge, easterly of the
7 bridge of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, and pass-
-3 ing across Warren Bridge, southerly of the draw in

crommonlucalUj of jHaasiuljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty
Seven.
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9 said Warren Bridge ; thence easterly of Haverhill-
-10 street to Causeway-street, in the city of Boston; said
11 rail-road to be but twenty-six feet wide, except for
12 the distance of seven hundred and thirty-feet, north-
-13 erly of said Causeway-street, where the same may
14 be sixty feet wide, and not more, with all the powers,
15 privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities, and
16 restrictions, provided in all general laws, which are
17 now, or may.be hereafter in force, relating to rail-

-18 roads in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The bridge hereby authorized, measur-
-2 ing at a right angle therefrom, at the place wdiere it
3 intersects Warren Bridge, shall not pass within one
4 hundred and seventy feet of the present bridge of the
5 Boston and Maine Rail-road, measuring from the out-
-6 side stringer on each bridge.

1 Sect. 3. The said company are hereby authorized
2 and required to construct, and open for public travel,
3 a new bridge and street, commencing at least fifty
4 feet wide, at Warren Bridge, south of the draw, and
6 between said draw and the place where said bridge is
6 crossed by their rail-road; thence passing east of
7 their said rail-road to Causeway-street, where said
8 new street shall open one hundred feet in width, at a

9 point not farther east than the range of the easterly
10 line of Beverly-street, and shall finish said bridge and
11 street in a good and substantial manner, and maintain
12 and keep the same in repair, open, safe, and con-
-13 venient, for public travel forever; and the city of Bos-
-14 ton may layout said new street as a highway, without
15 compensation to said company.
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1 Sect. 4. The said bridge across Charles River,
2 with two good and sufficient draws and piers, for the
3 safe and convenient passage of vessels in the channels
4of Charles River and Miller’s River; and the said
5 new bridge and street, hereby authorized in or over
6 the waters of Charles River, below low-water mark,
7 shall be constructed on piles, so as to cause the least
8 obstruction to the flow of the stream, under the direc-
9 tion of a commissioner, to be appointed by the Gov-

-10 ernor and Council, at the expense of said company ;

11 and the said company shall keep the draws in good
12 repair, and open the same and afford all proper accom-
-13 modation to vessels, having occasion ro pass the same,
14 by day or night.

1 Sect. 5. There shall be a gate at the crossing of
2 the Warren Bridge, and another on Haverhill-street,
3 north of Causeway-street, erected and managed at
4 the expense of said company, and regulated in such
5 manner as shall be required by the mayor and alder-
-6 men of the city of Boston ; and the said company
7 shall maintain and keep in repair all that part of War-
-8 ren Bridge which lies southerly of their crossing afore-
-9 said, which, with said new portion, shall be, so far as
10 relates to repairs, subject to the superintendence of
11 the Commonwealth’s agent for said Warren Bridge.

1 Sect. 6. Said company shall observe such rate of
2 speed, and establish and maintain such securities for
3 public safety on their road, and about their depot
4 buildings hereby authorized, in the city of Boston, as
5 the mayor and aldermen thereof shall require.
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1 Sect. 7. For the purposes of this act, the said
2 company are authorized to increase their capital stock,
3 by an amount not exceeding three hundred thousand
4 dollars.

1 Sect. 8. This act to take effect from and after its
2 passage.


