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The Joint Committee on Towns, to which was referred the
Petition of David Rice and others, praying that they, with
their estates, may be set off from the town of Belchertown, in
the county of Hampshire, and annexed to the town of Palmer,
in the county of Hampden, have not examined this case upon its
merits, by testing the reasons, investigating the facts, and deliber-
ately considering the circumstances upon which the petitioners
rest their claim to the favorable action of the Legislature, as it
has been their wont, and as they have deemed it to be their duty
to do in other cases which have been before them, inasmuch as a
constitutional obstacle may preclude the ultimate legislative
action, in the premises, desired by the petitioners. Other cases
are before the Committee, to which the constitutional objection
alluded to must apply, in like manner and with equal force, as
in the present case.

Under these circumstances, the Committee have thought it
advisable to make an early report in this case, to the cud that,
if their apprehension of the subject should accord with the
opinion, and be sustained by the action, of the Legislature, the
other cases may be disposed of in like manner, without un-
necessary delay. If, on the other hand, the two branches
should take a view of the matter counter to that entertained
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by the Committee, this case and the other cases may be heard
and considered, upon their respective merits, as soon as circum-
stances shall permit.

The provision in the constitution of Massachusetts, to which
reference has been made above, is in the words following, to
wit: “ The several counties in this Commonwealth, as estab-
lished by law, and existing on the seventeenth day of April, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, shall each con-
stitute a district for the choice of senators, except that the
counties of Dukes and Nantucket shall form one district; and
the said districts, so established, shall be permanent.”

Upon this aspect of the whole matter, the Committee report
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.

GALVIN WILLARD, Chairman.
order of the Committee


