
SENATE No.No. 80.

The Committee on Prisons, to which was referred the Bill ad-
ditional to an Act relating to Discharged Convicts, respect-
fully submit the following

Having received the said bill, by a vote of the Senate, after
it had been in the hands of the Committee on Public Charita-
ble Institutions, and being aware that the petitioners in the
case had been heard by that Committee, and that their views
and wishes have been fully made known to the Senate, the
Committee on Prisons have not deemed it necessary to give any
further hearing to said petitioners, hut to ascertain, as far as
possible, what facts or evidence exist which make a larger
appropriation necessary, to carry out the humane purpose of
the law of 1845, which gave to the Governor and Council
authority to appoint an agent, whose duty it should be to
assist discharged convicts, when leaving the State Prison, to ob-
tain employment.

It appears, by the evidence before the Committee, that the
number of prisoners leaving the Stale Prison annually, is not
likely to be more than one hundred; and, in the judgment of
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the warden and chaplain, one half, or more, of that number,
when leaving the prison, will go directly to their homes or their
friends. Then, it appears that the number who may need the
assistance of the agent, will not be likely to exceed fifty, or one
each week during the year. The Committee are informed that
it is a rare thing that any one leaves the prison who is so much
broken down as not to be able to earn a support.

It is difficult for the Committee to see how any place of ref-
uge, or temporary home, can be needed by the agent, wherein
he may receive the convicts on their release from prison. As
they need no discipline, they need no succor, they need no rest;
they need nothing, on leaving the prison, but to be attended by
the agent while making a transit from the prison to a place of
employment, which, it is presumed, the agent is to have provid-
ed beforehand, as he will always be advised when prisoners
are to be released. The Committee believe that it will be very
seldom that the agent will have need to spend money to assist
the discharged, as there are provisions by law which authorize
the warden to clothe the prisoners properly when leaving the
prison, and to furnish them with a sufficient sum of money to
carry them to their friends, or sustain them until employment
can be had.

The Committee have ascertained, that all the bills of the late
agent, covering a period of time of more than eighteen months,
have been rendered; thirty-eight discharged convicts have been
assisted ; and all his services, incidental expenses and money
expended, make a total of $215 18-100. It will be seen by
this statement, that less than one half of the present appropri-
ation has been sufficient to meet the services of this agent.

The Committee believe the duties of an agent to be simply
these ; He is to obtain places of employment adapted to the
circumstances and trades of such prisoners as leave the prison,
and require his aid : He is to learn as much as he can, from
the officers of the prison, concerning the character of the pris-
oners : and, also, to learn when they are to be released, so that
he may have time to act, and be prepared to speak advisedly
when he is seeking employment; He will, when convenient,
attend them, when leaving the prison, to their new homes:
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and will, as often as opportunities present, call and see them,
or inquire after their welfare, and thereby be able to judge
whether his services have been useful.

In conclusion, the Committee have not been able to learn
that any additional appropriation will be necessary, or that any
change in the present law will prove advantageous; and,
therefore, the Committee unanimously recommend that the
Bill should not pass the Senate.

JAMES MAGUIRE, Chairman.




