
SENATE, ,Ao. 98.

Senate, April 13th, 1847.

The 2d Special Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the Petition of Sullivan Fay and others,
praying for authority to construct a Rail-road from some
point near the centre village in the town of Northborough,
thence through the towns of Marlborough and Southborough
into Framingham, and there, at some convenient point, to

connect with the Framingham Branch Rail-road, have con-
sidered the same, and

The line, proposed by your petitioners, was an ancient line
of travel, which was diverted by the construction of the Bos-
ton and Worcester Rail-road, which road lies, on an average,
three miles distant, and parallel to the line of Fay and others.
It was in evidence, and not controverted, that the route was per-
fectly feasible, and of easy grade and cheap construction ; and
that it passed through a fertile and salubrious portion of the
State; and that the enterprise was highly desirable, not only
to facilitate business, but to awaken greater enterprise and in-
fuse new life into these old incorporations, which have suffered
much by the diversion of their trade and travel. This region
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of country was proved to be beautiful in location, and rich in
its agricultural productions; so much so, as to invite the resi-
dents of our cities thither to locate, if the facilities prayed for
were granted and the road built. The items of business were
various, and large in the aggregate, ample to insure success to
the enterprise.

Shrewsbury will contribute 435 tons of merchandise, and
2000 passengers, per annum.

Berlin will give 400 tons of freight, and 1500 passengers, per
annum. Boylston gives 1000 tons of freight, and 2000 passen-
gers, per annum.

Northborough has 2500 tons of merchandise, and 4800 pas-
sengers ; half of which, at present, travel by stage. 12,000
tons of brick are made here annually, or 6,000,000; 4,000,000
of which are engaged to be delivered, the present year, on
Lake Cochituate “Water Works.” The beds of clay are con-
sidered inexhaustible, and the brick of good quality. The
market along the line of this road will be great for the article
of brick, for years to come, as good bricks are rarely to be
found elsewhere in the vicinity.

Marlborough sends 6619 tons of merchandise, most of which
now passes, by team, to market; also, 6000 passengers travel
by cars, in part, and in stages, the remainder.

Southborough gives 2670 tons of freight, and 6000 passen-
gers, annually. In addition to the above items, are to be added
ship-timber, wood, milk, and hewn granite from the quarries
of stone along the line of theroad—all contributing to augment
the receipts of the road.

In view of the facts enumerated, and the influence of rail-
roads to increase business, as shown by the experience of the
past few years, the'Committee are unanimovsly of the opinion,
that the “public good,” no less than that of the petitioners, re-
quires that the communication prayed for should be opened, to
unite with the Boston and Worcester Rail-road, at Framing-
ham, and not with the Fitchburg Branch. The Nashua and
Worcester Rail-road represented, through their counsel, that
the petition originally contemplated a terminus at West Boyl-
ston ; and, as yet, no insurmountable difficulties had appeared
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to oppose the reaching of such terminus; and the present ter-
mination at Northborough might prove but a breathing spell, or
rest for the night • and, at the earliest dawn of a new day, to
press on, with the greater energy and zeal, to accomplish the
enterprise.

It will be fresh in the memory of all, that the Nashua and
Worcester road have long struggled for an existence, and are
now in no way prepared to meet a competing line for the busi-
ness of West Boylston and Clintonville. Their fears are, that
the Fitchburg road would press up for the business. But the
Worcester had no interest to do so; and, therefore, while we
are fully disposed to accommodate our petitioners, we would
not recommend to do so to the permanent injury of a new line
of road. And we are confident that your petitioners will most
cheerfully unite with us in the principle which governs the
report. The Boston and Worcester road, likewise, appeared,
by their counsel, and intimated that they had a chartered right
to build the several branches that might be, from time to time,
required, to accommodate the public living parallel to their line
of road; that these petitioners had never asked this kind of
accommodation at the hands of their incorporation. That the
Boston and Worcester road have a right to build branches, is
unquestionable; and, it is no less true, that any class of peti-
tioners may be empowered to build, for themselves, any where
within the prescribed terminus of the Boston and Worcester
road. And, entertaining such views, with the mass of tacts
already enumerated, showing an exigency for a road, we most
respectfully recommend the accompanying Bill.

CALYIN SHEPARD, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To establish the Agricultural Branch Rail-road.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Sullivan Fay, James S. Savage, Curtis
2 Newton, their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a corporation, by the name of the Agricultural
4 Branch Rail-road Company, with all the powers and
5 privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities, and
6 restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the
7 Revised Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-ninth
8 chapter of said statutes relating to rail-road corpora-
-9 tions, and in the public statutes which have been, or

10 may be passed, relating to rail-road corporations.

In the Year One thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
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1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby empowered to
2 locate, construct, and maintain, with one or more
3 tracks, a branch rail-road, commencing at some point
4 near the village of Northborough ; thence running to
5 a point near the centre village of Southborough;
6 thence to a point near the centre village of Framing-
-7 ham ; and thence to some point in the Boston and
8 Worcester Rail-road, near the principal station of such
9 rail-road in Framingham ; and such branch rail-road,

10 on its way from said point, near the village of North-
-11 to such point near the centre village of
12 Southborough, shall be required to pass to the north
13 of the house of Willard Newton, Esq., in the south-
-14 erly part of Marlborough : provided, a feasible route

15 shall be found therefor with grades not exceeding
16 forty-two feet to the mile, and which can be con-
-17 structed at a cost, per mile, not materially exceeding
18 the average cost per mile of the residue of the rail-
-19 road hereby authorized.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not consist of more than twenty-eight hundred
3 shares, the number of which shall, from time to time,
4 be determined by the directors of said corporation.
5 And no assessment shall be laid thereon, of a greater
6 amount, in the whole, than one hundred dollars on

7 each share. And said corporation may invest and
8 hold such part thereof, in real and personal estate, as

9 may be necessary and convenient for the purposes of
10 their incorporation.

1 Sect. 4- If the location of said branch rail-road
2 shall not be filed within sixteen months, and said
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3 branch rail-road be not constructed within two years,
4 from the passage of this act, the same shall be void.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 enter upon and unite their rail-road, by proper turn-
-3 outs and switches, with the said Boston and Worces-
-4 ter Rail-road, and use the same and any part thereof.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any cor-
-2 poration to enter, with another rail-road, upon, and
3 use, the Northborough Branch Rail-road, or any part
4 thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules and
3 regulations as the said Agricultural Branch Rail-road
6 may prescribe, or as may be determined according to
7 the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when said branch
3 rail-road shall be opened for use, from time to time,
4 alter and reduce the rate of toll or profits upon said
3 road; but said toll shall not be so reduced, without the
6 consent of said corporation, as to produce, with said
7 profits, less than ten per cent, per annum upon the
3 investment of said corporation.


