
SENATE....:No. 17.

, January I2th, 1849.In Senate,

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates
to the extension of slavery, be committed to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was committed
the order of the Senate, directing them to consider so much of
the Governor’s Address, as relates to the extension of slavery,
report the accompanying Resolves.

A. H. NELSON, Chairman.

CommonUiraltl) of iHa^eatljnsrUs.

In Senate. January 25, 1849.
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-nine

RESOLVES
Concerning Slavery and the Slave Trade.

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts entertain no
doubt, that the people of the United States, in Congress assem-
bled, have full power and authority, under the Constitution of
the United States, to legislate upon the existence of slavery
and the slave trade, in the District of Columbia, and in the
territories, however said territories may have been acquired.

Resolved, That our senators and representatives in Congress,
be requested to use their best efforts to procure the passage of
laws for the establishment of governments for the territory
acquired by the late treaty of peace with Mexico; and that, by
such laws, involuntary servitude, except for crime, be ex-
cluded forever from such territory.

Resolved, That neither slavery nor the slave trade, ought to
exist, or be permitted, in the District of Columbia, and that our
senators and representatives in Congress, be requested to use
their best efforts to procure the abolition of the same, in the
most just, practicable, and expeditious manner.

Resolved,
That his excellency the Governor be requested to

transmit copies of these Resolves to our senators and repre-
sentatives, to be by them laid before the Congress of the
United States, as expressive of the views and wishes of the
people of Massachusetts.
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