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MESSAGE

Council Chamber, March 8, 1849,
To (he Senate:

I herewith communicate, for the use of the Legislature, the
Report of the Commissioners appointed under the Resolve of
April 7, 1847, “ relating to the survey of Boston Harbor.”

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
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To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Com
monweallh of Massachusetts:

Sir,—The undersigned, Commissioners by your excellency’s
appointment, under resolves of the Legislature, passed April
7th, A. D., 1847, “ relating to the survey of Boston Harbor,”
having been authorized and directed by a resolve, in addi-
tion to the aforesaid resolves, passed by the Legislature, on
the 10th day of May, A. D., 1848, “to define, upon a plan,
or plans, such lines, in that portion of the harbor of Boston,
lying between East Boston and Chelsea, and known as Chel-
sea Creek, as they shall think expedient to establish, beyond
which no wharves, or other structure, shall be extended into
and over the tide-waters of the Commonwealth; also to
ascertain whether any obstructions are forming in Fort Point
Channel, in the harbor of Boston, and whether any legisla-
tion is necessary to prevent or remove the same,” have at-

tended to the duties assigned them in the above recited
resolve, and ask leave to

That, after publishing notice, as required by the resolve, the
commissioners met the various parties, interested in the matters
committed to them, and heard such representations, of their
several views and interests, as they were disposed to make.

The commissioners, in regard to the first requirement of the
above recited resolve, to define lines, &c., in Chelsea Creek,
after an examination of the same, with reference to the rights
of the Commonwealth, are of opinion that this estuary of the
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harbor of Boston, obstructed, as it has been, by one or two
solid dams above the bridge which connects East Boston with
Chelsea, exercises but little scouring influence upon the main
channels of the harbor. In deciding, therefore, upon lines to
which wharves might be extended, without detriment to public
or private rights, the commissioners were governed mainly by
a desire to keep the present channel in such condition, with
reference to width, &c., as to accommodate the shipping which
might hereafter have to pass into and out of said creek, and,
at the same time, reconcile any conflicting views which par-
ties, owning on opposite sides of the creek, might hold.

With this view, and in order to make the entrance of the
channel easy of access, it became necessary to keep the line on
the East Boston side, opposite the ferry slip of the Winnisim-
met Company, above or within low-water mark some distance,
as represented on the plan herewith presented, thereby cutting
off a considerable area of the flats belonging to the East Bos-
ton Land Company. This arrangement, however, was assented
to by the said company, and a vote of its directors was passed,
sanctioning the line, and, in effect, making a dedication of the
area, so cut off, to public uses.

The lines hereinafter described, are believed to be generally
satisfactory to all the riparian proprietors, and entirely consist-
ent with all public interests.

The line on the East Boston side of the creek commences at
a point on the westerly side of East Boston, which point is
the northerly terminus of the commissioners’ line heretofore
established, round East Boston, by an act of the Legislature
passed March 17th, 1840, said point being denoted by the letter
A, on the accompanying plan of Chelsea Creek; thence run-
ning northeasterly from said point, about five hundred and
thirty-eight feet to a point marked B, fixed at the distance of
nine hundred and fifty-six feet from the intersection of the
easterly line of Meridian Street, and the northerly line of Con-
dor Street, measuring, in a right line, northwesterly from said
intersection, at an angle of one hundred and forty degrees with
the northerly side of said Condor Street; thence again north-
easterly, about nine hundred and ninety-six feet to a point
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marked C, situate eleven hundred and forty-seven feet from the
northerly side of Condor Street, measuring northerly and at
right angles thereto, and from a point one hundred and eight-
een feet and nine inches, easterly from the intersection of the
easterly line of Meridian Street and northerly line of Condor
Street; thence easterly, about four hundred and five feet to a
point marked D, situate one thousand and seventy-two feet
from the northerly side of Condor Street, measuring northerly,
and at right angles, thereto, from a point in said side of said
street, nineteen hundred and twenty feet westerly from the in-
tersection therewith of the easterly side of Knox Street; thence
again, easterly, about seven hundred and fifty-three feet, to a
point marked E, situate eight hundred and forty-two feet from
the northerly side of Condor Street, measuring northerly, and
at right angles thereto, from a point in said side of said street,
twelve hundred feet westerly from the intersection therewith,
of the easterly side of Knox Street; thence again, easterly,
about thirteen hundred and fifteen feet to a point marked F,
being the northwesterly corner of the westerly pier of the
Glendon Rolling Mill Company’s wharf, said corner being at
the distance of eight hundred and sixty feet from the northerly
side of Eagle Street, measuring northerly and at right angles
thereto; thence again, easterly, by the face of the two piers of
said wharf, about two hundred and seventy-two feet to the
point marked Gr, being the northeasterly corner of the easterly
pier of said wharf; thence again, easterly, about four hundred
and sixty feet to a point marked H, situate eight hundred and
fourteen feet from the northerly side of Eagle Street, measur-
ing northerly, and at right angles thereto, from a point in said
side of said street, four hundred and sixty feet westerly from
the intersection therewith of the westerly side of Chelsea
Street; then northeasterly about four hundred and fifteen
feet to a point marked I, situate six hundred and eighty-five
feet from the westerly side of Chelsea Street, measuring north-
westerly, and at right angles thereto, from a point in said side oi
said street, six hundred and eighty-five feet, northerly from the
intersection therewith, of the northerly side of Eagle Street:
thence northeasterly again, about one thousand and fifteen feet,
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to a point marked K, on the west side of Chelsea Free Bridge,
said point being one hundred and fifty-eight feet, northerly,
from the face of the south abutment of said bridge.

The line on the Chelsea side of said creek commences at a
point on the west side of Chelsea Free Bridge, situate two hun-
dred and two feet, southerly, from the intersection of the same
with the southerly line of Marginal Street, in the town of
Chelsea,—said point being marked L on the plan ; thence run-
ning southwesterly about nine hundred and fifty-five feet to a
point marked M, situate three hundred and six feet from the
south line of Marginal Street, measuring, southerly and at
right angles thereto, from a point in said side of said street,
fifteen feet, easterly, from the first bend therein, west of Chel-
sea Free Bridge aforesaid; thence again, southwesterly, about
three hundred and seventeen feet to a point marked N, situate
three hundred and ninety-four feet from the southerly side of
Marginal Street, measuring, southerly, and at right angles
thereto, from a point in said side of said street, sixty feet, west-
erly, from the aforementioned bend therein; thence westerly,
about three hundred and eighty-six feet, to a point marked 0,
situate four hundred and fifty-five feet from the southerly side
of Marginal Street, measuring southerly, and at right angles
thereto, from a point in said side of said street, four hundred
and forty feet, westerly, from the aforementioned bend therein :
thence again westerly, about two hundred and ten feet, to a
point marked P, being the southwesterly corner of the Glendon
Rolling Mills Company’s pier on the Chelsea flats, situate in
the division line of the Winnisimmet Company’s water lots,
numbered 21 and 22, and four hundred and sixty-five feet
from the southerly side of Marginal Street, measuring south-
erly and at right angles thereto; thence again westerly, about
thirteen hundred and thirty feet to a point marked Q, situate
in the division line between Austin and Carruth’s wharves,
and two hundred and forty-eight feet from the southerly side
of Marginal Street, measuring southerly and at right angles
thereto; thence again westerly, about seven hundred and forty
feet, to a point marked R, situate in the line of the southerly
side of Hawes’s Wharf continued, and three hundred feet from



6 [MarchBOSTON HARBOR

the southerly side of Marginal Street, measuring southerly and
at right angles thereto; thence again westerly, about six hun-
dred and thirty-three feet, to a point marked S, situate four
hundred and five feet from the southerly side of Marginal
Street, measuring, southerly, in the line of the easterly side of
the Winnisimmet Company’s solid wharf; thence southwest-
erly, about four hundred and eighty-five feet, to a point marked
T, being the southeasterly corner of the small pier of the Win-
nisimmet Company, on the easterly side of their ferry slip ;

thence again southwesterly, about sixty feet, to a point marked
U, being the southerly extremity of the easterly line of spring
piling of the aforesaid ferry slip; thence westerly across the
mouth of said slip about one hundred and twelve feet, to a
point marked V, being the southerly extremity of the westerly
line of the spring piling of said ferry slip, and situate two hun-
dred and twenty feet southwesterly from the intersection of
the Winnisimmet Company’s existing sea-wall, (on the west-
erly side of the aforesaid ferry slip,) with the continuation of
the west side of Winnisimmet Street, measuring in the line of> O

said continuation ; thence southwesterly about eight hundred
feet to a dolphin driven into the flats, and marked W, situate
eight hundred feet from the easterly side of Chelsea Toll
Bridge, measuring easterly, and at right angles thereto, from a
point in said side of said bridge four hundred and ten feet
south of the north abutment of said bridge.

The above lines are recommended for adoption by the Legis-
lature, as those beyond which no wharves shall hereafter be
extended, with the suggestion, also, that, in permitting ripa-
rian proprietors to extend thereto, they shall be restricted in
building solid structures to the line of low-water mark.

In regard to the second instruction recited in the resolve
passed May 10th, 1848, viz, “to ascertain whether any ob-
structions are forming in Fort Point Channel, &c.,” the com-
missioners would observe that there is a well known bar in the
vicinity of the Summer Street wharf, so called, and extending
nearly across the channel aforesaid, so as to leave but a narrow
passage at low-water near the South Boston flats for vessels
drawing over six feet of water. This bar is indicated on the
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plan of the inner harbor of Boston heretofore prepared for the
Commonwealth ; and the commissioners have recently sounded
upon various parts of it, and found it to be about one hundred
feet in width, composed of soft clay four or five feet in depth,
covered with a stratum of coarse gravel. From the nature of
the bottom of the channel, above and below this bar, it is be-
lieved that a deposit of the silt from the drains, which empty
into the docks in this vicinity, may be made about the bar.
The vessels which go up the channel are liable, at low-water,
to catch upon this bar, and are then obliged to wait for the
turn of the tide. As the bar is, as before suggested, of a na-
ture to be easily excavated, the commissioners are of opinion
that it would greatly facilitate navigation in this channel, if it
should bo removed. After it has been once removed, the water,
which comes down from South Bay, at every ebb tide, will
unquestionably keep the channel clear; and, as it has been
proposed and recommended heretofore, by State commissioners,
that the line between Wales’s and Arch Wharves, should be
straitened on certain conditions, the commissioners would rec-
ommend that the proprietors of wharves, in the vicinity of this
line should, in case it be straitened, and, when they are per-
mitted to extend to it, be required to remove this bar, or ob-
struction, in the channel.

All which is respectfully submitted.

By your obedient servants,

Boston, March 7, 1849

SAM. S. LEWIS,
EZRA LINCOLN, Jr




