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The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was referred the petitions of C. C. P. Hastings and
others, praying for authority to construct a railroad from
Milford to the line of the state of Rhode Island, in the town
of Blackstone, near the village of Woonsocket; of Otis Pet-
tee and others, praying for authority to construct a railroad
from Woonsocket, in Rhode Island, to Boston, with the
privilege of connecting with the Worcester Railroad at New-
ton, or by means of the Brookline Branch Railroad at Brook-
line, or with the Fitchburg Railroad by means of the Water-
town Branch Railroad; of James B. Wilson and others, for
a branch railroad from Medway to Holliston; of Samuel
Frothingham and others, for a branch railroad from the Nor-
folk County Railroad, at Bellingham, to the State line, in a
direction to Woonsocket, and of the same petitioners, for a
branch railroad from North Wrentham to Medway, submit
the following

The history of the foregoing petitions commences with the
session of the Legislature of 1846, when ten petitions for differ-
ent railroads, all designed to accommodate the tract of country
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known as the Blackstone Valley, and connect the same with
Boston, were presented to the General Court, and the several
petitioners were fully heard before the committee, to which
the petitions were referred. The result of the investigation of
that year was the reporting, by the committee, of a bill incor-
porating Otis Pettee and his associates, by the name of the
Boston and Woonsocket Railroad Company, with authority to
construct a railroad from Boston to the State line, with author-
ity to connect with railroads that might thereafter be chartered
in the states of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York,
with a view of making a continuous line from Boston to the
city of New York. The same committee also reported a bill
incorporating the Walpole Railroad Company, with authority
to construct a railroad from Dedham to Walpole; upon the
other petitions leave was given to withdraw. The last named
bill passed both houses and became a law. The bill incorpo-
rating the Boston and Woonsocket Railroad Company was lost
in the House of Representatives.

In 1847, the petitioners for a railroad upon this route were
reduced to four, viz., C. C. P. Hastings and others, Otis Pettee
and others, Thomas H. Perkins and others, and Nathaniel
Miller and others. The petition of Hastings then, as now,
asked for a road from Blackstone, near Woonsocket, to Mil-
ford, there to unite with a branch railroad, then constructing,
from the Worcester Railroad. The petition of Otis Pettee and
others, proposing a connection with other railroads, so as to
form a continuous line to the city of New York, commenced
its route at the State line near Woonsocket Village, and pass-
ing down the valley of Charles River to Boston. The Perkins
route contemplated a connection, with other proposed roads
leading to the city of New York, at Slatersville, in Rhode
Island, at the State line, passing through the Charles River
Valley to Medfield, whence it diverged southerly through Ded-
ham and Roxbury, entering Boston at the South Cove. The
route prayed for in the petition of Miller and others, and known
as the Walpole route, commenced at the termination of the
Walpole Railroad in the town of Walpole, and passed through
Wrentham, Franklin, Bellingham, to the west side of Black-
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stone River, intersecting, in the town of Blackstone, with the
Providence and Worcester Railroad.

These several petitions occupied a committee of the Legisla-
ture about sixty days. The subject was fully heard, and the
protracted examination resulted in a very able report from the
committee, giving leave to withdraw to C. C. P. Hastings and
others, Otis Pettee and others, Thomas H. Perkins and others,
and a bill incorporating the Norfolk County Railroad Company,
with the privilege of uniting with the Walpole Railroad Com-
pany, the joint companies taking the name of the Norfolk
County Railroad Company. The contemplated union took
place, and the road mentioned in the two charters is now nearly
finished.

In 1846 and 1847. these several routes were asked for as
roads necessary to accommodate the travel from Blackstone
Valley to Boston. Some of them openly contemplated a con-
nection with other proposed roads, but the local travel to be ac-
commodated was the travel of the Blackstone and Charles River
Valleys to Boston.

In 1848, the petitions were reduced to two, C. 0. P. Blast-
ings and others and Otis Pettee and others, which were re-
ferred to a committee, and again examined. The petition of
Hastings and others was referred, in accordance with the re-
commendation of the committee, to the present Legislature. A
majority of the committee reported leave to withdraw, upon the
petition ofOtis Pettee and others. A minority report was made,
and a bill introduced into the House of Representatives, which
passed that body, and was rejected in the Senate. At the ses-
sion of 1848, the route from Milford to Woonsocket, originally
prayed for as a road to accommodate the travel and freight from
the Blackstone valley to Boston, was asked for upon the al-
ledged grounds of affording railroad facilities from Milford to
R-hode Island. The Pettee route was petitioned for, as a local
route merely, but the petitioners still claimed it as a route from
the Blackstone valley to Boston.

The committee have before them, the present session, the
petition of C. C. P. Hastings and others, presented at the last
session; the petition of Otis Pettee and others, praying, as form-
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erly, for a railroad from Woonsocket to Boston, and for authority
to enter upon the Boston and Worcester Railroad, at Newton or
Brookline, or upon the Fitchburg Railroad at Watertown; the
petition of Samuel Frothingham and others, for authority to
construct a branch railroad, from the Norfolk County Railroad,
in Bellingham, to Woonsocket, at the State line; another peti-
tion of said Frothingham and others, asking for authority to
construct a branch railroad from Medway Factory Village, to
the Norfolk Comity Railroad, at North Wrentham ; and a petition
of James B. Wilson and others, asking for power to build a rail-
road from said Medway Factory Village, to Holliston.

The Norfolk County Railroad appeared at the hearing of these
several petitions, and opposed that of C. C. P. Hastings and
others, ofOtisPettee and others, and James B. Wilson and others.
The petitions of Frothingham and Wilson, asking for roads
commencing at Medway Factory Village, were rivals for the
business of that village. The granting of the Pettee route to
that village, would have superseded the necessity of both, and
was, by the inhabitants, preferred to either.

At the hearings of the petitioners for these roads designed to
accommodate the valley of the Blackstone, previous to 1848,
it was conceded, on all sides, that one road could well do
all the business that was seeking a transit to and from the
valley, and that the granting of one road would supersede
the necessity for all or each of the others. The committee
entirely agree in this early opinion of the petitioners; it is
undoubtedly well founded, and probably a long time will
elapse before the Norfolk County Railroad Company will find
itself embarrassed with business, or need a second track. It
is not intended, by these remarks, to intimate any doubt of
the profitable investment made in this road. Its course is'
through a rich and fertile tract of country, and ends in a valley
full of enterprise and industry, and it will no doubt be well
supported. But it can easily do all the business that will natu-
rally seek its line of travel.

It may here be stated, that the Norfolk County Railroad
Company has been incorporated for the purpose of accommo-
dating the line of travel from the Blackstone to Boston, after
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one of the fullest investigations that has ever been given by
the Legislature to a subject of similar importance. Nine rival
routes, upon a fair and laborious examination, have been re-
jected, and this adopted as best calculated to promote the object
for which so many competed. The committee think that it is
too late now to question the propriety of the selection, and that
the property, having been created by an act of the Legislature,
is now entitled to the protection of the law to the same extent
as is afforded to any similar institution. There is, however, a
question which arises in this case, above that of protecting, as
far as may be, the investment in the Norfolk County Railroad
Company, and it is this :—lf the travel from the Blackstone
is now accommodated by one railroad, then there can exist no
exigency for constructing another. To authorize the construc-
tion of another railroad upon this route, if it now possesses
sufficient accommodation, would be an act not warranted by
the constitution or by any principle of sound legislation. The
fact that such accommodation now exists, for the valley of the
Blackstone, has hardly been denied by the petitioners. It was
asserted that Woonsocket was the most proper point for the
termination of a road; but, that the Norfolk County Railroad
did substantially provide accommodation for the territory west
of the Blackstone River, was yielded by the petitioners for the
Pettee route, in limiting, at the hearing, the termination of their
road at Bellingham. And the petitioners for the Milford road
asked theirs as a local accommodation of their travel to Rhode
Island. The committee coincide in these views of the petition-
ers, and find that no exigency exists for a railroad from the
Blackstone River to Boston, upon either of the routes prayed for.

The route from Milford to the State line is 9 miles in length •
its highest grade is 26J feet to the mile; its smallest curvatures
are 2000 feet radius, and about three fourths of its length is a
straight line. The estimatedexpense of construction and equip-
ment was, by the engineer’s report of last year, $178,400, but
in consequence of the fall of iron, it was contended, that it
might be put in operation for $150,000, or less than $17,000 per
mile. This road passed through no villages, but the Canadas,
which contain from three to four hundred people, with a valua-
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tion of $43,000, and are about one mile from the Norfolk Coun-
ty Railroad, and three and an half miles from Woonsocket de-
pot, but it affords a convenient line for a portion of Mendon to
Woonsocket, and crosses the Norfolk County Railroad at a
point about three fourths of a mile from Waterford village, thus
opening another line of railroad from the Dlackstone to Boston,
over the Worcester Railroad, of a distance from forty to forty-
two miles, the distance over the Norfolk County Railroad
being thirty-six and one fourth miles. It appeared, at the hear-
ing, that a great rivalry existed between Woonsocket and Black-
stone, where the Norfolk County Railroad terminates, the dis-
tance between which being If miles. The Milford branch of
the Worcester Railroad was constructed in 1848, at the urgent
request of the inhabitants of that town, and before its construc-
tion was undertaken, the directors of the Worcester Railroad
required a written application, signed by a large majority of the
inhabitants of said Milford, that the said branch was required
for the accommodation of that town, for travel over the same,
and over the Worcester Railroad. The counsel of the Norfolk
County Railroad objected that the petitioners’ route, as a road
for the accommodation of freight and travel passing to the
state of Rhode Island, or for other local business, could not be
supported ; that the petitioners had bound themselves, by their
application to the Worcester Railroad Corporation, to use their
road ; that they must be considered as still intending to do so ;

that a charter had been granted from Woonsocket to the State
line, to connect with the Milford route; that the granting of the
charter in this State would make the connection between Bos-
ton and Woonsocket entire, and that thus not only a competing
line of railroad would be established, but that its power of in-
juring the Norfolk County road would be increased, from the
jealousy existing between the towns of Woonsocket and Black-
stone.

The committee are ofopinion, that the competition complain-
ed of, would be likely to arise; that the cheapness of the nine
miles of new road, and the rivalry between the towns above
named, with the facility of a double track, on the Worcester
Road, aided by the advantages of the Boston depot, would ena-
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ble this road, if granted, to compete advantageously with the
Norfolk County Railroad, to the detriment of both. They there-
fore recommend that C. C. P. Hastings, and others, have leave
to withdraw their petition. If the recommendations of the com-
mittee shall be carried out by the Legislature, and the inhabi-
tants of Milford be desirous of a communication Avith Woon-
socket, that communication may be had, without apparent
detriment to other interests, by adopting a route east of Peter’s
River, and uniting with the Norfolk County Railroad, pass over
its branch, to Woonsocket; but, in the opinion of the committee,
no exigency for such a route at present exists.

The route, prayed for by Samuel Frothingham and others,
to accommodate the town of Woonsocket, commences near
Scott’s Hill, in the town of Bellingham, upon the Norfolk Coun-
ty Railroad, and runs by an almost direct route, to the State
line, opposite Woonsocket. The distance from the intersection
with Norfolk County road to the town of Woonsocket, is two
miles, thirty-two rods, and twelve feet; nearly two thirds of the
line is straight; its grades and curves are convenient, and its es-
timated expense is $44,772 57, being $19,010 per mile. The
object of the road is to enable the Norfolk County Railroad to
approach directly to Woonsocket, instead of having freight and
passengers from Boston and other points east, destined for
Woonsocket, carried to the Providence and Worcester road at
Blackstone, thence on the latter road to Woonsocket. This ap-
plication is made by persons connected with the Norfolk County
road, and that corporation professed its willingness to take
the charter and construct the road.

The committee are of opinion, that an exigency for this
branch exists, and that it is expedient to grant a charter there-
for, to the Norfolk County Railroad Company, and a bill for that
purpose is herewith reported.

Proceeding down the valley of the Charles River to Medway
Factory Village, there the inhabitants are divided between two
routes, one prayed for by James B. Wilson and others, for a
railroad from this village to Holliston, then uniting with the
branch of the Worcester Railroad; the other by Samuel Froth-
ingham and others, from the same village, to the Norfolk Coun-
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ty Railroad, at North Wrentham. The leading petitioners upon
this route are connected with the Norfolk County Railroad, and
assurances were given, that, if chartered, it would be built. The
statement that the citizens of Medway were divided in opinion,
between the above-named routes, must be understood with the
qualification that they were nearly unanimous in preferring the
route prayed for by Otis Pettee and others, over both.

The road prayed for by James B. Wilson and others, was in
letigth, 4f£|# miles; its grade was level; nearly two thirds of
the line was straight; its shortest radius, except at the ends,
2,865 feet; its deepest cut 13 feet, and its greatest embankment
24 feet; its estimated cost, $79,934 00. The termination of
this road, at Medway, offered good accommodation to the travel
it was designed to accommodate; the contemplated location of its
depot was central to its population, but its terminus was above
the river. It did not leave its freight convenient to a large por-
tion of the manufactories, nor was its location such as to admit
of its being extended westerly, so favorably to the road, and to
the public, as might be the road running south to the Norfolk
County Road. It is within the power of the Boston and Wor-
cester Railroad to extend a branch to Medway, and application
has been made to that corporation to procure the building of
such branch. The application was denied.

The committee, for reasons which will appear more fully be-
low, recommended that James B. Wilson and others have leave
to withdraw their petition.

Under the petition of Samuel Frothingharn and others, two
routes were presented, for a portion of the line ; the south route
was in length four miles and seventy-six rods; the north, four
miles and fifty-two rods. The highest grade in each is forty
feet; the amount of curvature in the south is 167°; in the north,
132°. The straight line in the south is 11,400 feet; in the
north, 14,500 feet. The level line in the south is 14,300 feet; in
the north, 6,600 feet. The estimated expense of the south route
is $56,404 21; of the north, $59,469 10. These estimates are
rather lower than those upon the Wilson route, and will probably
be found to fall short of the actual cost. The route is, however,
feasible, and can be built at an average expense of roads in its
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vicinity. The advantages of this road over that petitioned for
by James 13. Wilson and others, is as follows: It is some short-
er; it affords accommodation to Rockville, Baltimore mill priv-
ilege, and is in'a degree convenient to East Medway. There is
no village upon the Wilson route. This route so enters Med-
way Factory Village as to afford substantial accommodation to
the manufactories and stores, and to allow of its being extended
to Bellingham, if desirable—it provides a shorter route to Bos-
ton, and a shorter route to Providence by several miles. Its depot
in Boston is not deemed so favorable as the one reached by the
Wilson route, and it affords no accommodation to the travel to
Brighton. On the other hand, it opens a communication with
the shire town of the county, and if, by any future increase of
business, it should be deemed expedient to extend it to Arnold’s
Mills, in Bellingham, it will accommodate that town, together
with West Medway, and become to those villages, at small
cost, a substantial substitute for the Pettee route. The commit-
tee report a bill for incorporating these petitioners.

The petition of Otis Pettee and others, as before stated, asks for
a road from the State line to Boston, and, as such, was opposed
by the Norfolk County Railroad, as opening a competing line for
the travel from the Blackstone valley. To avoid the effect of
this objection, the petitioners expressed a willingness to limit
their western terminus to Arnold’s Mills, in Bellingham. This
line, as prayed for, runs in its whole course within from three to
eight miles of the Boston and Worcester Railroad. The greater
portion of it is supposed to be within four miles, and its distance
from the Norfolk County Railroad is from three to six miles.
The distance from Medway Factory Village to Boston, by this
route, is 25T

7
0
°

(T, 25-fifiy, or 27T^7, the longest route being over
the Fitchburg Railroad. It has a grade of 52 feet, upon the route
to Watertown, and one of 55 feet on the Brookline route. Its
next highest grade is 42 feet, and no curvature less than 2000
feet. The construction of the road is feasible, and the estimated
expense is as follows;-—Bellingham line to Watertown, 22T?(y65-

miles, $454,859; to Angler’s Corner (Newton) 2 I t30Vi $442,805 ;

to Brookline branch, 23mv miles, $487",820. In this estimate
no calculation is made for land, land damages, or equipment,

y
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which is set down at $6OOO per mile. These items, at the above
calculation, would add from $128,000 to $141,000 to the ex-
pense of the road, and carrying the Brookline route to above
$625,000. Taking the route from Angler’s Corner to Belling-
ham, the estimated cost in round numbers is $570,000, of which
$237,000 is below Dover Mills, and $333,000 is above that
point.

The committee are of opinion, that the road, beginning either
at Angier’s Corner, or at Brookline, and following up to some
convenient point in Dover, may be built upon this route, and
operated without any loss to the undertakers, especially if run
by the Boston and Worcester Railroad Corporation; and that
the villages at Dover Mills, Needham, and Newton Upper Falls,
comprising, as they do, an active and thrifty population, most-
ly engaged in manufacturing, show an exigency and demand
for railroad facilities. But further than Dover, the committee
are of opinion, the road should not be extended. It was ad-
mitted, at the hearing, that there was in Medfield but a small
amount of business for a railroad, and the line of road through
that town, would not, if granted, be built by its inhabitants.
In this event, the construction of the road above Dover Mills, a
distance of thirteen miles, must depend mainly upon Medway,
which, upon the petition of Frothingham and others, was af-
forded a road to Boston, by a slightly increased distance, at an
expense of about $60,000, new outlay, with the additional ad-
vantage of finding by it a route to Dedham and Providence.
The committee believe, that the interests of the Charles River
valley will be promoted, by making Dover the limit of this
route, and granting an act for the route from Medway to Wren-
tham. The Pettee route, as prayed for in 1846, might well be
considered a feasible and an advantageous route. Had it been
then incorporated, it would have taken the business of the
Blackstone valley, which, with its local support, would have
furnished receipts, justifying the undertaking. The charter
of the Norfolk County Railroad has cut off the business
west of the Blackstone River, and, by so doing, has greatly
changed the character of the enterprise. In the judgment of
the committee, this road, chartered to Bellingham, could not be
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supported, probably would not be made, and, if not, Medway
village would be left without railroad facilities.

In deciding upon these petitions, the committee have endea-
vored to afford railroad facilities to the Charles River valley,
having a due regard to economy, wherever an exigency was
shown. By their determination, if the Medway Branch shall
be extended to Arnold’s Mills, the entire local line, which the
original Pettee route was designed to accommodate, will be
provided with railroad facilities, with the exception of the Can-
adas, Medfield, and a portion of East Medway. The Norfolk
County Railroad passes about one mile from the Canadas,
which were virtually abandoned by the petitioners for the Pettee
route, at the hearing. Medfield is not provided for in this
arrangement, and it appeared to the committee, that its busi-
ness would not warrant the extension of the Pettee road to
that place. The estimated expense of the roads, proposed to be
chartered, is $341,000. The expense of the Pettee line, by the
cheapest route, is $570,000, making a difference of $129,000 in
favor of the mode adopted by the committee.

The subject embraced in these petitions has for this, and for
three preceding years, occupied a large share of legislative at-
tention. No satisfactory settlement of the question has hitherto
been effected, whilst the claims of the Charles River valley, to
further railroad facilities, could not be well denied. In disposing
of the several petitions, the committee has treated the subject
as an entire one. And although the branch road to Woon-
socket may be granted without materially affecting the interests
provided for in the other bills, the remaining routes have been de-
termined and decided on as an adjustment of the conflicting in-
terests of the Norfolk County road and the Pettee route, and, if
authorized by the Legislature, will, it is hoped, settle this long
contested question.

All which is respectfully submitted.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Charles River Branch Railroad Com-

pany.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Otis Pettee, Edgar K. Whitaker, Elijah
2 Perry, their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a corporation, by the name of the Charles
4 River Branch Railroad Company, with all the powers
5 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restric-
-6 tions, and liabilities, contained in the forty-fourth
7 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in that part of
8 the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes which relates
9 to railroad corporations, and in the public statutes

10 which have been, or may be, hereafter passed, relat-
-11 ing to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company may locate, construct, and
2 maintain a railroad, with one or more tracks, from

(EommontocalHj of IWassadjusetts.
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3 some convenient point on the Boston and W orcester
4 Railroad near Angler's Corner, in Newton, or from a

5 point at or near the western terminus of the Brobk-
-6 line Branch of said Boston and Worcester Railroad,
7 in Brookline, as the corporation hereby created, when
8 lawfully organized, shall elect; and through Newton
9 and East Needham to some convenient point in Do-

-10 ver, passing near the villages of Newton Centre,
11 Upper Falls, and East Needham, with liberty to enter
12 upon and use said Boston and Worcester Railroad,
13 or the same with said Brookline Branch, as the case
14 may be, in the manner that is or may he prescribed
15 by the laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of not more than three thousand shares,
3 the number of which shall be determined, from time
4 to time, by the directors thereof, and no assessment
5 shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share. And
7 the said corporation may take, purchase, and hold,
8 such real estate, and may purchase and hold such
9 engines, cars, and other things, as may be necessary

10 or convenient for the use of said railroad, and for the
11 transportation of passengers, goods, and merchandise:
12 provided, however, that the said corporation shall con-
-13 struct its said railroad over the Boston Aqueduct in
14 Newton or Brookline, in such manner as not to im-
-15 pair the usefulness thereof.

1 Sect. 4. If the location of said railroad be not
2 filed according to law, within two years from the
3 passage of this act, or if the said railroad shall not
4 be completed, with at least one track, from its said
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5 terminus at Dover to said Boston and Worcester
(5 Railroad, or to said Brookline Branch, within three
7 years from the passage of this act, the same shall he
8 void.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter, with another railroad, upon, and use
3 the railroad hereby established, or any part thereof,
4 by complying with such reasonable rules and regula-
-5 tions as the said Charles River Branch Railroad Com-
-6 pany may prescribe, or as may be determined accord-
-7 ing to law.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when said railroad
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, reduce
4 the rates of toll, or other profits, upon said railroad;
5 but the same shall not, without the consent of said
6 corporation, be so reduced as to produce less than
7 ten per cent, per annum upon the investment of said
8 company.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Medway Branch Railroad Company.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Samuel Frothingham, Eliab Gilmore, Ju-
-2 lius C. Hurd, their associates and successors, are here-
-3 by made a corporation, by the name of the Medway

1 Branch Railroad Company, with all the powers and
5 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions,
6 and liabilities, contained in the forty-fourth chapter of
7 the Revised Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-
-8 ninth chapter of said statutes, which relates to rail-
-9 road corporations, and in the public statutes which

10 have been, or may be hereafter passed, relating to such
11 corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company may locate, construct, and
2 maintain a railroad, with one or more tracks, com-

£otnmontot«iltfj of ißtossariittsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.
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3 mencing from or near to thestation 190,0 n the Norfolk
4 County Railroad in North Wrentham, thence running
5 westerly through East Medway to some convenient
6 point at the Medway Factory Village, passing between
7 Rockville, so called, and the house of Seneca Barber,
8 Esq., and southerly of the Old Hartford Road, and
9 the house of Asa Clapp, in said Medway, to the ter-

-10 minus at the village aforesaid, with liberty to enter
11 upon and use the said Norfolk County Road, and the
12 Boston and Providence Railroad, and its branches, in
13 such manner as is, or may be, prescribed by the laws
14 of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of not more than seven hundred and fifty
3 shares, the number of which shall be determined from
4 time to time by the directors thereof, and no assess-
-5 ment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in
6 the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share.
7 And the said corporation may take, purchase, and
8 hold such real estate, and may purchase and hold
9 such engines, cars, and other things, as may be neces-

-10 sary and convenient for the use of said railroad, and
11 for the transportation of passengers, goods, and mer-
-12 chandise.

1 Sect. 4. If the location of the said Medway Branch
2 Railroad shall not be filed within six months from the
3 first day of January last, or if the said branch rail-
-4 road shall not be completed, with at least one track,
5 from said terminus at North Wrentham to the ter-
G minus at said Medway Village, within one year from
7 the passage of this act, the same shall thereafter be
8 null and void.
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1 Sect. 5. The corporation, hereby created, is also
2 authorized and empowered to transfer all its property,
3 rights, privileges, and franchise, under this charter, to
4 the Norfolk County Railroad Corporation, by lease or
5 otherwise, and the said Norfolk County Railroad are
6 hereby authorized to receive and hold the same,
7 whenever a majority in interest of the stockholders of
8 the two corporations respectively, shall elect so to do.
9 And, for this purpose, the said last named corporation

10 may increase their capital stock to the amount of the
11 seventy-five thousand dollars aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another railroad upon and use the
3 railroad hereby established, or any part thereof, by
4 complying with such reasonable rules and regulations
5 as the said Medway Branch Railroad Company, or
6 their assigns or lessees may prescribe, or as may be
7 determined according to law.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may, after the expiration
2 of five years from the time when said branch railroad
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, reduce the
4 rates of toll, or other profits, on said railroad; but
5 the same shall not, without the consent of said cor-
-6 poration, be so reduced as to produce less than ten per
7 cent, upon the investment of said company.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

3
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To authorize the Norfolk County Railroad Company to

construct a Branch Railroad.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Norfolk County Railroad Company
2 are hereby authorized and empowered to locate, con-
-3 struct, and maintain a branch railroad, commencing
4 at some convenient point on their railroad, near
5 Scott’s Hill, in the town of Bellingham, and thence
6 to the dividing line between this Commonwealth and
7 the State of Rhode Island, in the direction of the
8 village of Woonsocket, in said Rhode Island.

1 Sect. 2. If the said company shall not file the
2 location of said branch railroad with the county
3 commissioners of the counties of Norfolk and Worces-
-4 ter, within one year from the passage of this act, or if

CommonUjfaU!) of i#assnr!justUs.
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5 the said branch, shall not be completed‘within two
6 years, this act shall be void.

1 Sect. 3. In locating, constructing, maintaining,
2 and operating, said branch railroad, the said com-
-3 pany shall have all the powers and privileges, and be
4 subject to all the liabilities, duties, and restrictions,
5 which are granted to, or imposed upon them, by their
6 original charter, and by such other provisions of law
7 relating to railroads as have been subsequently passed.

1 Sect. 4. The said Norfolk County Railroad Com-
-2 pany are hereby authorized and empowered to con-
-3 nect the branch railroad herein authorized, at the
4 line of the State of Massachusetts, with any railroad
5 that may be constructed from the terminus of said
6 branch, at said line, to the village of Woonsocket in
7 the State of Rhode Island, and may lease the said
8 railroad in Rhode Island, for such time, and upon
9 such terms, as may be agreed upon, and may make

10 any contract, or contracts, with the corporation, or
11 persons, owning the same, for the use and mainte-
-12 nance of such railroad, and the property connected
13 therewith ; and, in case such railroad in Rhode Island
14 shall not be constructed, within the time herein
15 limited for the location and construction of the
16 branch railroad herein granted, then, in addition to
17 the times hereinbefore specified, for the location and
18 construction of the said branch railroad, this act
19 shall be in force, and the said Norfolk County Rail-
-20 road Company are authorized to locate and construct
21 such branch railroad at any time within one year
22 from the construction of such railroad, in said Rhode
23 Island, from the said village of Woonsocket to the
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24 line of-this Commonwealth, in a direction towards
25 said Norfolk County Railroad.

1 Sect. 5. The said Norfolk County Railroad Com-
-2 pany is hereby authorized to increase its capital stock
3 to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the passage thereof.


