
BENATE....:,No. 75.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to which
was recommitted the bill for the erection of a second Hospital
for the Insane, with instructions, “to report the facts upon
which the bill has been reported, and also what place is to be
adopted for said hospital, and the persons and purposes for
which the same is intendedhave considered said instruc-
tions, and feel compelled, very respectfully, to say, that they
are somewhat at a loss to know what further facts are neces-
sary, to show the importance of the measure proposed, in addi-
tion to those presented in the original report made by the com-
mittee, who had this whole subject under consideration during
the past season. It may, however, be a satisfaction to some
members of the present Legislature, who were not of the last,
to be informed of some of the facts touching the primary ac-
tion on this measure, and as they appeared in evidence before
the committee, they would, therefore, here state that, during
the session of 1848, several petitions were received from differ-
ent parts of the Commonwealth, asking further accommoda-
tions for the insane; one, in particular, from the county of
Berkshire, was signed by citizens of every town in the county,
and an order of the House instructed the Committee on Public
Charitable Institutions, (to whom the petitions had been re-
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ferred,) to consider this subject, and report what action was
necessary by the Legislature. That committee, in order to be
correctly advised on the matter thus submitted, was, at their
request, met by the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital, and
other gentlemen conversant with, and interested in, this subject,
and all of whom united in the conclusion, that further hospital
accommodation was necessary, and that no expedient enlarge-
ment of the Stale Lunatic Hospital could be sufficient to meet
the wants of the community. In this opinion, they were sup-
ported by Dr. Woodward, (late superintendent of that institu-
tion,) who, in a long and argumentative communication of
28th February, 1848, said, among other things, “That if, by
the addition of fifty or one hundred more rooms, all the insane
could be accommodated, I should think it would be best to add
those rooms to the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, rather
than build a new one. But it will not. There must be three
or four hundred, now in almshouses —in jails, and other re-
ceptacles, where they are hardly cared for, and rarely, if ever,
cured.” He further says, “In my opinion, as before intimated,
the hospital at Worcester is quite too large for a curable class
of patients only. I think it will not be expedient to remove in-
curables from that institution, with the expectation of filling it
with curables.” And, also, “ The county of Worcester fur-
nishes by far the greatest proportion of recent cases in that
hospital. Why? Not because they are more ready to fur-
nish the means of cure than others, but because of their
proximity to the hospital, where they may be so easily placed
—so easily visited —and so readily heard from.” With such,
and other evidence, to show that Houses of Correction, Jails,
and Almshouses, could not be arranged for the cure of this un-
fortunate class of citizens, the committee felt compelled to

report the expediency of a joint committee, to sit during the
recess, to consider and report on the subject at the present ses-
sion. This expedient was adopted by the Legislature of last
year, with great unanimity, and the committee, thus appointed,
have submitted their report, which, in the opinion of the present
committee, (if any confidence is to be placed therein,) presents,
in a clear, forcible, and convincing manner, the necessity for
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the erection of a second hospital. (See pages 12 to 18, inclu-
sive, of that Report.} Impressed with this conviction, your
committee, after that report was referred to, and considered by
them, proposed the resolves embraced in the bill now pending,
and which passed the House of Representatives, without a dis-
senting voice. And, on a reconsideration of their former ac-
tion, under their present instructions, they feel compelled to
recommend the passage of the bill, supported, as it is, by such
further facts as they have been able to gather at the hospitals,
most closely connected with the Commonwealth’s interest and
control. Your committee propounded to Dr. Chandler, Super-
intendent of the State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, certain
questions, in writing, which, with each answer, immediately
following, are here inserted :

Question Ist.-—Are the accommodations for the insane, at the
State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, improved, and to what
extent 7

Ans. Ist.—There are accommodations for the insane at the
State Lunatic Hospital, for

186 males; and we have now 218 male patients; and for
180 females; and we have now 199 female patients ;

366 males, and of females, 417; consequently we have
fifty-one patients more than rooms of all kinds designed for pa-
tients.

Question 2d.—Have you, at any time, during your adminis-
tration of that institution, been compelled to refuse applicants,
for the want of accommodations, and if so, how many 7

Ans, 2d.—We have declined receiving some, or rather we ad-
vised their friends to keep them at home, if they could; but, if
they could not, then we could only receive them through the
probate court. Perhaps twenty-five per annum have been
kept away, because we did not advise and facilitate their com-
ing.

Question 3d.—Do you think that a part of the incurable pa-
tients, within your institution, could be removed to the alms-
house, jails, or houses of correction, within the Commonwealth,
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with safety to themselves, the citizens at large, and to insure a
beneficial relief to the hospital at Worcester?

Ans. 3d.—The most quiet and harmless incurables have
been, from time to time, sent to almshouses, some of whom
have been returned to the hospital again as dangerous. From
the crowded state of the hospital, some have been sent away to
almshouses, but I have almost always been reluctant to advise
it; they are better off here. We are now making arrangements
to send, to houses of correction, thirteen violent patients, (nine
of whom, it is hoped, will be transferred to the South Boston
Lunatic Hospital immediately,) but that will not afford us suffi-
cient relief.

Question 4th.—What would be the effect of having none con-
fined within the walls of an insane hospital, but those who may
be considered curable, or those that are dangerous?

Ans. 4th.—Those who may be considered curable, or those
that are dangerously insane, embrace almost all of our patients.
We have but very few others.

Question sth.—What proportion of recent cases recover in
hospitals?

Ans. sth.—-Eighty or ninety per cent, of recent cases recover
in hospitals.

Question 6th.—What is your opinion of a neglect of hospital
treatment, on subjects of insanity ?

Ans. 6th.—For a proportion of the insane, the chances of re-
covery are very much increased, by hospital treatment.

Question 7th.—Do you think that arrangements could be
made, other than the erection of another hospital, to meet the
wants of the people of this Commonwealth, for the relief of this
unfortunate class?

Ans, 7th.—I think the insane in this State, need further ac-
commodations. And that the erection of another, hospital or
hospitals, is the best way to supply the wants of the insane.

Question Bth.—Do you believe that, in case a new hospital is
erected by the Commonwealth, its accommodation would be
immediately taken up?

Answer Bth.—The accommodations that a new hospital would
afford, would, to the extent of two hundred or three hundred,
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be very soon taken np, provided the price of board. &c., should

be placed within the means of the unfortunate insane, or their

friends.
Question 9th.—Provided that the Commonwealth should re-

solve that the accommodations, in the State Lunatic Hospital,
should be improved, for non-paying patients, could the more

wealthy class of citizens, thus afflicted, be justlyaccommodated
elsewhere 1

Ans. 9th.—'There are not more than four per cent, of our pa-

tients. that can be called wealthy, or who are able to pay their
bills here, without its encroaching upon their property,—without
its being a burden to them. We have not ten patients here,
whose friends would not be relieved, if their bills were less, pro-
vided the patients could be made comfortable. We have, per-
haps, one hundred and fifty patients, whose bills are paid by
their friends, and some of them ultimately by themselves, and
they pay all they are able to. If the expenses here were in-
creased. some of our patients would be withdrawn by their
friends. About one hundred and fifty of our patients, are State
paupers, about one hundred town paupers, and one hundred
and fifty pay their own hills, but are poor. And seventeen who
are able to meet their expenses.

Question 10th.—Have you any information which leads you
to believe, that citizens are deterred from making application to

the hospital, at Worcester, for the treatment of their friends,
from the known fact, that the hospital was full, and if so, to
what extent 1

Ans. lOih. —I suppose few or none are deterred from apply-
ing for admission, because of the crowded state of the hospital;
the condition of the hospital is not very much known in the
community.

Question 11th.—Will you be so kind as to add any fact with-
in your knowledge, connected with this subject, not embraced
in the foregoing questions'?

Ans.. 11th.—The people of this vicinity avail themselves one
hundred per cent, more, of advantages afforded by this hospital,
than any other county ; such would be the case, if it was in any
other section of the State. If another hospital should be erected
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east or west of Worcester, that immediate vicinity would send
to that hospital, twice as many patients, as it now sends to this.

By the foregoing, (see 3d answer,) it will be perceived, that
the trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital, to relieve its crowded
condition, have had to resort to the removal of some of their
furious patients, nine of which, to South Boston, through the
provisions of the law which permits this act, when relief is
needed. This led your committee to inquire, if any relief was
really effected, by such transfer, and subsequently to write to
Dr. Charles H. Stedman, the superintendent of the hospital at
South Boston, in substance, as follows :• —-

Dear Sir,—The committee on public charitable institutions,
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, have, in an answer re-
ceived from Dr. Chandler, superintendent of the hospital at
Worcester, concerning the condition of that institution, received
information that several of their furious patients, (say nine,)
are to be reihoved to the hospital under your charge, at South
Boston. Will you, Sir, state the condition of your hospital, for
the reception of those patients, and also to what extent are your
accommodations for insane of any class ; and likewise the com-
parative average number of inmates for thepast, compared with
that of former years, and the accommodations that may be re-
quired for increased numbers, from the city of Boston itself,
without being compelled to relieve the hospital at Worcester.

To this, Dr. Stedman answers as follows :—“ I hasten to reply
to the questions you ask me in your letter of to-day. I regret
to learn, that nine furiously insane patients are speedily to be
sent from the State Lunatic Hospital, to this institution, for such
is the limited capacity of our solitary building, and indeed of
the main hospital, that I hardly know what disposition I can
make of such a class of patients. There is room in the hospi-
tal, for but about thirty patients more than now reside here;
and this accommodation can be afforded, only by their occupy-
ing the attic apartments, which, at all times, is not desirable.
Judging from the usual rate of increase of our numbers, this
room will all be taken up in the course of the next six or eight
months. This rate of increase is seen in the following table.

The average number of residents, at the end of each year,
has been—
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In 1840, . . .92 patients
“ 1841, . . .104 “

“ 1842, . . . 101
“ 1843, . .

. 107
1844, . . .108 “

“ 1845, . . 119
“ 1846, . . .128
“ 1847, . . . 145
“ 1848, . . .176

Fractional parts omitted.
In anticipation of the crowded state of the hospital, which, at

the above rate of increase, must soon occur, it will, in a short
time, be necessary for our city authorities to extend the hospi-
tal, or provide in some other way for the accommodation of the
increasing number of our inmates. In this anticipation, the
number to be sent from Worcester is not included. But it
now seems, that we shall be obliged to receive a larger number
annually from these, than we have hitherto admitted, on ac-
count of the increased demand for room, at that hospital.”

The foregoing are but afew ofthe facts which have been elicit-
ed by this investigation, from its commencement. Discourse the
subject where you might, in towns, cities or hospitals, there was
but one conclusion, more accommodation for the insane is
needed, and in no other proper way could it be effected, than
by the erection of a second hospital.

To the second matter of their instruction, as to location, the
committee are unable to give any other answer, than that con-
tained in the general report, (see pages 20, 21, 22, and 23,) and
the committee find, upon inquiry of three of the gentlemen now
in the Legislature, who were of this committee, which made
the original report, that they concluded, when in committee,
that it would be far better to present this important question,
for the erection of a new hospital, divested of all local feeling,
believing that when a commission was appointed to carry the
plan into operation, with such information as the report and
that committee would give said commission, the location would
be settled, without any unnecessary delay or expense, and they
consequently did not take any decisive vote in committee, upon
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the subject, neither do they feel authorized to speak for the com-
mittee, at the present time.

The third instruction, as to “ the persons and purposes for
which the hospital is intended,” your committee answer, from
a quotation from the general report, page 23 :—“ To receive all
classes of patients, the high and low, the rich and the poor—

the renowned and friendless—the most useful and the most
prominent members of the community may require its remedial
influences, as certainly and as frequently as the most degraded
and wretched children of misfortune. Yet, if all its inmates
were to be of this latter description, a wise humanity, united
with true economy, would dictate that the best possible provis-
ion should be made for their comfort and restoration.”

Your committee would, in addition to what they have al-
ready said, state that they interrogated the gentlemen of the
committee, already referred to, in respect to the plan submitted,
and they answered that, in proposing the one which they did,
it was, as a whole, one which embraced more fully than any
other the desired object to be attained, economy and utility.
And, in this conclusion, they were supported by all with whom
they conversed, excepting some persons interested in the hos-
pital at Providence : but still, they believed that alterations
might be beneficially made in the plan proposed by the com-
missioners to be appointed under the provision of the bill recom-
mended in the report.

For this reason, your committee did, when this subject was
first referred to them, report resolves for the erection of a suita-
ble hospital, and they would now renew their recommendation
of the passage of said bill.

For the Committee,
EDWARD PARSONS, Chairman.


