
SENATE....No. 85.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Worcester Children’s Friend So-

ciety.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Marcia Knowlton, llebekah Newton,
2 Austis K. Miles, their associates and successors, are
3 hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Wor-
-4 cester Children’s Friend Society, for the purpose of
5 providing for the support and education of indigent
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6 children, of both sexes, not otherwise provided for,
7 and who, for want of paternal care, are in a suffering
8 and dangerous condition; with all the powers, and
9 privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities, and

10 restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of
11 the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may, for the purpose
2 aforesaid, take, and hold, real and personal property,
3 to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 3. Said society may admit into their insti-
-2 tution, any indigent child, at the request of its parent,
3 or guardian, and accept from its father, or, in case it
4 has no father living, from its mother, or guardian, a
5 surrender, in writing, of any such child, to the care
6 and direction of said corporation ; and, also, may ad-
-7 mit any other indigent children, who have no parent,
8 or guardian, within the Commonwealth. And all
9 children so admitted, shall be maintained, and em-

it) ployed, by said society, and shall be instructed in
11 moral, and religious duties, and the branches of learn-
-12 ing usually taught in the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. Said society may retain, and employ,
2 such children, after they are of suitable age .to be
3 bound out as apprentices, or may bind out such chil-
-4 dren, when of suitable age, as domestics, in virtuous
5 families, or as apprentices at any reputable trade, un-
-6 til the age of twenty-one years, if males, or of eigh-
-7 teen years, if females, in like manner, and on the same
8 conditions, as overseers of the poor may, by law, bind
9 out the children of poor persons, in their respective
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10 towns; or, said society may place such children in

11 the families of virtuous and respectable citizens, to
12 be brought up, in such families, as adopted children,
13 and members thereof.

House of Representatives, March, 21 1849.

Ordered to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk




