
SENATE....No. 88.

February 19, 1849.House of Representatives

Ordered, That the Committee on Railways and Canals be
instructed to inquire, whether the Western Railroad,—of which
the Commonwealth is a part owner,—has, for any purpose of
present or future gain to itself, refused to carry, for citizens of
this State, any of the products of its soil to the markets of the
Commonwealth, or has, for a like purpose, exacted a rate of
freight so exorbitant as to amount to prohibition, and that the
committee be authorized to send for persons and papers, if they
think proper.

Sent up for concurrence.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Senate, February 20, 1849,
Concurred

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk

£ommontoealtJ) of iHassatljusctts.
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The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was referred an order of the House of Representatives,
passed February 17, 1849, directing an inquiry, whether the
Western Railroad has, for any purpose of present or future
gain to itself, refused to carry, for citizens of this Common-
wealth, any of the products of its soil to markets within the
State, or has, for a like purpose, exacted a rate of freight so
exorbitant as to amount to prohibition,

That, upon the receipt of the order, they notified the Presi-
dent of the Western Railroad of its passage, and received from
him a written answer denying the existence of any such facts
as the order supposes. He also furnished the committee with
a tariff of prices, from which it appears that wood, the product
contemplated by the order, is classed with other articles of
similar bulk as second class freight, upon which a uniform
price is imposed.

The committee gave proper notice, that they would hear any
testimony that might be produced upon the subject, but, upon
the facts before them, deemed it inexpedient to summon witness
at the expense of the Commonwealth.

Understanding that no testimony will be offered to contra-
dict or explain the evidence furnished by the president of the
road, the committee report the same herewith, and ask to be
discharged from any further consideration of the subject.

Respectfully submitted,
TAPPAN WENTWORTH, Chairman.

erommontocaltlj of ittasoarijusctte.

In Senate, March 24, 1849.

REPORT:
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Western Railroad Office, I
Boston , Feb. 22 d, 1849.

Hon. Tappan Wentworth, Chr. Com. Railways and Canals :

Dear Sir. —ln reply to inquiry, contained in an order which
passed the House of Representatives on the 19th inst., will state
that our uniform practice has been, to get all the freight we
could procure, at remunerating prices. So far as my knowledge
extends, the corporation has not refused to transport freight
at our regular tariff price, except it has been hay,

or other
bulky articles; and, in all such cases, we have always been
ready to furnish cars at the regular price charged per car when
used for cattle, swine, charcoal, or furniture. lam not aware
that any complaint was ever made; certain I am that none
was ever made to me.

Very respectfully
Your obt. servant,

ADDISON GILMORE,

Pres. Western Railroad.

Ale, (at owner’s risk of Bread, Copperas,
weather,) Brick, Copper, pig or sheet,

Alum Brimstone, Cordage,
Apples, (at owners risk of Candles, Cotton,

weather,) Casks and Barrels, empty, Cotton Duck,
Ashes, pot and pearl. weighing not less than Cottons, dom. in bales,
Bacon, ! 40 pounds each, Cotton Waste, (at owner’s
Barilla, Cement, hydraulic, risk as to fire,)
Bark, tanners’, Cheese, (at owner’s risk of Crockery Ware, going West,
Deans, weather,) Drugs, Dye Stuffs and Dye
Beef, Pork and Fish, salted, Chocolate, Woods not particular-
Beer, (at owner’s risk of Cider, ized,
Bells, [weather,) I Clay, Earthern Ware, going West.
Bones, Coal, Figs)
Bottles, stone, (at owner’s 'Cocoa, Pish, dried,

risk as to breaking,) ' Coffee, Fish Oil,

Second Class, .$4 per 2,000 pounds through , for the following
articles, viz:
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Flax, pressed in bales, (at Meal, jSliot,
owner’srisk against fire,) Melons, (at owner’s risk, fShovels,

Flaxseed, to be loaded by owner,) jSlate, (to be loaded by
Flour, to and from Way Molasses, I owner,)

Stations, not named in Mustard, 'Soap,
Special Rates, not ex- Nails, iSpades,
ceeding 34 cts per bbl. Nuts, jSpelter,

Ginger, Oakum, in bales, \ Spirits, domestic,
Glass Ware, Oil Cake, Spirits, foreign,
Glass, Window, Oils, except fish oil in Spirits of Turpentine,
Grain, in bulk, (at owner’s quantity, Starch,

risk of leakage,) Painted Floor Cloth, Staves,
Grain, in bags, Paints, Steel,
Grass Seed, Palm Leaf, in bales, Stone, (owner’s risk,)
Grindstones, Peas Stove Pipe,
Groceries, assortment of, Pepper, Sugar,
Gunny Bags, pressed in Pitch, Sumac,

bales, (at owner’s risk,) Plaster, Tallow,
Hardware, Ploughs, Tar,
Heading, Porter, (at owner’s risk of Tiles,
Hemp, in bales, (at own- weather,) Timber, (to be loaded by

er’s risk against fire,) Potatoes, (at owner’s risk owner.)
Hides, as to weather, and when Tin,
Hollow Ware, in bulk, as to quantity,) Tobacco,
Honey, Rags, foreign, pressed in Tow, pressed in bales, (at
Hoofs and Horns, bales, owner’srisk against fire,;
Hoop Poles, Raisins, Turpentine,
Iron, Rice, Twine, in bales,
Iron, pig and bloom, Roots, (at owner’s risk of Vinegar,
Junk, weather,) Water, (at owner’s risk of
Lard, Rosin, weather,)
Lead, sheet, pipe, and pig, Rubber, Wines,
Lime, in bulk, (at owner’s Salaratus, Wire,

risk,) freight to be paid Salt, Wood, Fire,
at time of shipment, Saltpetre, Wood in shapes, unfin-

Lime, in casks, Salts, bleaching, ished,
Logwood, Sand, Woads of value, viz :
Lumber, (to be loaded by Scythes, Bass Wood, Black Wal-

owner,) Scythe Stones, nut, Lignumvitse, Ma-
Marble, in blocks, chips, Scythe Snaths, in bundles, hogany, Cherry, Im-

slabs, or powder, (at the j Ship Timber, calling each ported Cedar, Box,
owner’s risk of break- cubic foot 70 lbs., (to be Wool, foreign, pressed in
age, to be loaded by! loaded and unloaded by bales,
owner,) | owner,) Zinc.

Marl, Shooks


