
SENATE....No. 98.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which
was committed the Petition of Nathaniel Church, and others,
praying for authority to construct a railroad from Fairhaven to
intersect with the Cape Cod Branch Railroad, in Wareham, or
Middleborough, report the accompanying Bill.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH, Chairman

£ommontor<ilttj of fKassarijusctts.

In Senate, March 30, 1849.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT

To establish the Fairhaven Branch Railroad.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 Sect. 1. Nathaniel Church, Warren Delano, Eze-
-2 kiel Sawin, Zaccheus M. Barstow, Loring Meiggs,
3 Stephen C. Luce, Gilbert Hatheway, their associates
4 and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the
5 name of the Fairhaven Branch Railroad Company,
6 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
7 the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, contained in
8 the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and
9 in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said Stat-

-10 utes, relating to Railroad Corporations, and in all
11 general laws which are now, or may be hereafter, in
12 force, respecting Railroads in this Commonwealth.
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1 Sect. 2. The said corporation is hereby authorized
2 and empowered to locate, construct, and maintain a
3 railroad, with one or more tracks, commencing at
4 some convenient point in the village of Fairhaven, in
5 the county of Bristol; thence running in an easterly
6 and northerly direction to, and intersecting the Cape
7 Cod Branch Railroad, at or between the South Mid-
-8 dleborough Station, and the South Wareham Station,
9 in the county of Plymouth, and to use the same, or

10 any part thereof, according to the provision of law;
11 the said Fairhaven Branch Railroad to be located
12 within one mile of the village of Mattapoisett, in the
13 town of Rochester, and within three fourths of one
14 mile of Mendell & Leonard’s store, in Sippican quar-
-15 ter of said town of Rochester.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of not more than twenty-five hundred
3 shares, the number of which shall he determined,
4 from time to time, by the directors of said corpora-
-5 tion; and no assessment shall he laid thereon, of a
6 greater amount, in the whole, than one hundred dol-
-7 lars on each share ; and said corporation may take,
8 purchase and hold such real estate, and may purchase
9 and hold such engines, cars, and other things, as

10 may be necessary for the purposes of their incorpora-
-11 tion.

1 Sect. 4. If the location of the said railroad, as
2 provided for in the second section, be not filed, ac-
-3 cording to law, within two years, and if said railroad
4 be not constructed within four years from the passage
5 of this act, this act shall be void.
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1 Sect. 5. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 enter upon and unite their railroad, by proper means,
3 with the Cape Cod Branch Railroad, as aforesaid;
4 and also to use said Cape Cod Branch Railroad, Fall-
-5 River Railroad, and the Old Colony Railroad, paying
6 therefor such a rate of toll as may be mutually agreed
7 upon by the parties, or as the Legislature may, from
8 time to time, prescribe.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter, with another railroad upon, and use
3 said Fairhaven Branch Railroad, or any part thereof.
4 by complying with such reasonable rules and regula-
-5 tions as the said Fairhaven Branch Railroad Com-
-6 pany may prescribe, or as may be determined by the
7 provisions of law.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of four years from the time Avhen said railroad
3 may be opened for use, from time to time, alter and
4 reduce the rate of tolls or profits upon said railroad :

5 but said tolls or profits shall not be so reduced, with-
-6 out the consent of said corporation, as to produce,
7 with said profits, less than ten per centum per an-
-8 num upon the investment of said corporation.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


