
SENATE No. 107.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court
assembled :—

The undersigned, inhabitants of Duxbury, in the county of
Plymouth, and Commonwealth aforesaid, all over 16years of age,
would hereby respectfully represent, that the safe of intoxicating
drinks is not only dangerous to the peace, injurious to the
morals, and detrimental to the social welfare, of the community,
but is also, even according to those statistics which your hon-
orable bodies have caused to be annually collected and pub-
lished, one of the most copious and alarming sources of insanity,
pauperism, and crime ; that it not only impairs the mental and
physical energies, and therefore diminishes the productive in-
dustry of the Commonwealth, but subjects that industry to
enormous, unjust, and oppressive taxation, for the support of
the thousands of rum-ruined victims in our almshouses.prisons,
and lunatic hospitals ; that the sober, industrious, and moral por-
tions of the community are thus compelled, while toiling in a
faithful discharge of their various social and civil duties, to
bear upon their shoulders the rum-imposed burdens of the in-
temperate, and of the greatest portion of the poor, the vicious,
and the insane ; that alcohol is, in some cases, useful for manu-
facturing purposes, and yet, as the law now stands, providing
only one kind of “ license,” no person can legally sell it in any
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quantity, less than twenty-eight gallons, without a license,
which permits and sanctions the sale of it for any and all other
purposes also ; that, the alcoholic beverages from the wine-press,
the cider-mill, and the brewery , are becoming, and, in fact, now
are, more injurious to the public than those from the still-house;

and that the demoralizing traffic in any, or all of such intoxi-
cating beverages requires, for its suppression, the infliction of
some more stringent and restraining penalties than those that
are now imposed upon it by the laws of the Commonwealth;
and, therefore,—

We pray your honorable bodies so to modify the present
license laws as to establish some one or more of the following
provisions, viz:—To prohibit the sale of alcoholic beverages ,

and authorize the sale of alcohol in cases when wanted for
mechanical, and not for inebriating purposes, as several of our
sister states have nobly done; to declare that the terms, '■‘■spirit-
uous liquor ,” as now used in the statutes, shall hereafter apply
to wine, cider, and mall liquor, and all other alcoholic bever-
ages, as well as to rum, gin, brandy , and other distilled liquors;
to impose, in express terms, and not at the discretion of any
district attorney ox judge, some certain and definite penalty of
imprisonment upon those who may have been twice before
convicted of selling any such intoxicating drinks contrary to
law ; to make the usual apparatus of the traffic, as the law
now makes the implements of counterfeiting, prima facie evi-
dence of guilt in their possessor ; and to render the venders of
intoxicating drinks liable to such other additional pecuniary
and restraining penalties, as, to your honorable bodies, may
seem expedient, and most promotive of all the best interests of
the community.

(Signed, G. B. Weston, and others.


