
SENATE....]No. 117.

April 6, 1549.

The Committee, to which was referred the Petition of George
Copway, praying the Legislature to pass a Resolve in favor
of such legislation, by the Congress of the United States, as
shall provide “ a permanent home for the Indian tribes in the
Western and South Western States,” respectfully

Sympathy for that interesting people, who once held undis-
puted dominion over portions of our country, from which they
have been driven by the advances of a more intelligent and
enterprising race, awakens many painful reminiscences of the
past, and suggests important inquiries concerning their condition
and prospects.

It appears to be the order of nature, that barbarism and
heathenism should give place to civilization and Christianity;
but a review of the means, by which the North American In-
dian has been displaced by the European, in very many
instances, to the philanthropist and the Christian, has been
painful and unsatisfactory.

Whether the various Indian tribes, now roaming over large
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portions of our Western Territories, shall continue to be driven
farther and farther west, before the progress of the white man,
until the country shall cease to afford them a subsistence, and
this peculiar people shall become extinct, —or whether an en-
lightened and benevolent policy of concentrating and colonizing
these tribes on some territory, suited to agriculture, and set
apart to their perpetual use, under a system of instruction in
the arts of civilized life, adapted to their necessities, shall
counteract their savage habits, customs, and prejudices, and
rescue the race from being annihilated, is a question, which
cannot fail to interest every friend of the human race. For the
solution of this question we are to look to the national govern-
ment, on whose protection and care, these wild children of
nature have peculiar claims.

The strongest propensities of the Indian nature are a desire
for war and the chase. He feels labor to be degradation;—and
it is only when the resources of his long-cherished habits fail,
that he can be induced to apply himself to what he considers
the drudgery of civilized life, to procure his daily bread. When
driven, as he soon must be, by the destruction of the game, to
the stern necessity of seeking another mode of subsistence than
the one to which he has been accustomed, he will then be
willing to receive instruction in whatever will enable him to
improve his condition.

So fully convinced is the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of
the necessity and practicability of a change in the policy of the
general government, towards the Indian tribes, that, in his last
annual report to the Secretary of War, referring to the rapid
decline and disappearance of our Indian population, he says:
“ Cannot this sad and depressing tendency of things be checked,
and the past be, at least, measurably repaired, by better results
in the future? It is believed it can, and indeed, it has, to some
extent, been done already, by a wise and beneficent system, put
in operation, and which, if steadily carried out, will soon give
our whole Indian system a very different, and much more
favorable aspect. This policy, already begun, and relied on to
accomplish objects so momentous and so desirable, is, as rapidly
as it can safely and judiciously be done, io colonize our Indian
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tribes, confining them within a small district of country, so that,
as the game disappears, the adults will gradually he compelled
to resort to agriculture and other kinds of labor to obtain a sub-
sistence, in which, aid may be afforded them out of the means
obtained by the sale of their former possessions,'—and to estab-
lish, at the same time, manual labor schools for the education
of youth of both sexes in letters, the males in practical agri-
culture and the mechanic arts, and the females in different
branches of housewifery, and these schools, like those already
in successful operation, to be in charge of the excellent and
active missionary societies of the different Christian denomina-
tions of the country, to be conducted by efficient, exemplary
and devoted men and women, selected with the approbation of
the department, by these societies ;• —so that a physical, intel-
lectual, moral, and religious education will be imparted to-
gether.”

To promote the objects of a similar policy, the petitioner pro-
fesses to devote the labors of his life, and he asks of this Legis-
lature an expression in favor of his object, to aid him in an ap-
plication to Congress to provide a permanent homo for the
various Indian tribes in the west.

The petitioner designs, and expects, to visit, during the
approaching summer and autumn, many of the tribes in the
west and northwest, for the purpose of endeavoring to influence
his countrymen to exchange their present mode of life for
another, better suited to promote their prosperity; and also, to
consult the various Indian Agents, Missionaries and Teachers,
among that people, in regard to the practicability of his be-
nevolent object:—And it is to be hoped that the proper de-
partment at Washington, to which the petitioner is accredited
by a Governor of one of the states of the Union, may render
him such facilities and protection, as may be compatible with
its functions.

Though highly commending the benevolent and patriotic
objects to which the petitioner has devoted himself, the com-
mittee, on account of the immaturity of the plans presented to
them, do not deem it expedient now to legislate on the subject.
Believing the object, which the petitioner has in view, may be
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better attained by a reference of his petition to a future Legis-
ture, than by the consideration of the subject at the present
time, the committee unanimously recommend, that the petition
be referred to the next session of the General Court.

Chairman.JOHN JENKINS,

In behalf of the Committee,


