
SENATE....,No. 119.

Ik Senate. 6 April, 1849.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance,, to whom
was committed the Report of the Commissioners, appointed by
his excellency the Governor, under the Resolve passed on the
tenth day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
forty-eight, “ to consider and report what are the rights and the
duties of the Commonwealth in relation to the flats in the
harbor of Boston ; and also to consider whether the public good
requires that any portion of said flats should be filled, and to
what extent; and whether the maritime interests do now, or
probably may hereafter, require the excavation of any part of
them to enlarge the harbor accommodations; and, if deemed
expedient, to fill any of said flats, then to report the outlines
of a plan for that purpose, and the terms upon which such
filling up should be authorized,” have duly considered said
report, from which it appears that much labor was bestowed
by said commissioners upon the matters submitted to them,
during the months of September, October, and November last;
that public notice was given of their appointment, and a time
and place assigned where all persons interested could be heard;
that, in pursuance of such notice, a succession of public hear-
ings was had ; that a large number of persons appeared, repre-
senting various portions of the community and various inter-
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ests, and presenting different and conflicting plans and views
in relation to the several subjects of inquiry ; that the commis-
sioners continued engaged in the business assigned to them
until into the month of November, when one of their number
was called to Washington, and two others were called to the
performance of other public duties, so that it was found wholly
impracticable to complete the work assigned to them, in time
to report fully to the present Legislature, as required by the
Resolve.

The harbor of Boston has been a matter of the most constant
regard of the Legislature for many years; commissioners have
several times been appointed to obtain surveys and fix lines, and
laws and resolves have been passed to secure its permanency
and prevent encroachments, —notwithstanding which many en-
croachments have been made. In 1847, a Resolve was passed,
requiring the Commonwealth’s attorney for the county of Suf-
folk to prosecute such as had violated the law in this respect;
but, from some omission in regard to giving notice to the attor-
ney, or for want of a plan and precise surveys, no prosecutions
were had. On the 10th day of May. 1848, another Resolve was
passed, directing the attorneys of Suffolk and Middlesex to
institute proceedings against those that had infringed upon the
harbor lines, and providing extra compensation and for assist-
ance. Under this last Resolve, several indictments have been
found by the grand jurors,—some have been adjusted, and some
are still pending.

Since the year 1830, numerous applications to the Legisla-
ture have been made, by various individuals and corporations,
to obtain grants of portions of the flats for filling up, the same
being now esteemed of great value; and much anxiety has been
felt by those whoregard mainly the public interest for the safety
of the harbor.

The governor having called the attention of the Legislature
to the subject of these flats in two successive annual messages,
the Resolve of the 10th of May, 1848, was passed after a very
full and free discussion. The appointment of commissioners,
of such distinguished ability and probity, has quieted the pub-
lic mind on this subject for a time; and not a little regret is
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experienced from the fact that, by reason of circumstances
beyond their control, the commissioners have not been able to
'omplete their labors, and furnish to the present Legislature all

'he information desired to aid its deliberations.
I he commissioners, in their partial report, say, in substance,

liat their examination of the subjects embraced in the Resolve
nas been pursued to a sufficient extent to impress them deeply
with a sense of their importance ; that private interests are not
alone involved in the disposition to be made of these flats, but
that the same may materially and permanently affect the great
interests of commerce and navigation, in which the whole
State is deeply concerned, and that it is quite “ manifest that
the services required by the Resolve should he most carefully,
deliberately, and thoroughly performed''

Impressed with the importance of the subject, and with the
belief that, if the commission is continued, the great objects for
which it was established will be realized at the next session of
the General Court, the committee recommend the passage of
the accompanying Resolve.

Chairman.D. A. SIMMONS,
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RESOLVE

Relating to the Flats in the Harbor of Boston.

Resolved, That the commission provided for in the Resolve
passed on the tenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-eight, to consider and report what are the rights and
the duties of the Commonwealth, in relation to the flats in the
harbor of Boston, and for other purposes, as therein expressed,
be, and the same is, hereby continued in force, to enable the
commissioners to complete their labors and report to the next
General Court.

(CommontotaUfj of ittassatljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Nine


