
SENATE....:No. 156.

In Senate, April 23, 1849,

The Joint Committee on Education, to which was recom-
mitted the Bill “concerning Truant Children,'’ report the
same, in a new draft.

E. M. WRIGHT, Chairman
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2 [April,TRUANT CHILDREN

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Yine.

AN ACT
Concerning Truant Children.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Each of the several cities and towns in
2 this Commonwealth is hereby authorized and em-
-3 powered to make all needful provisions and arrange-
-4 ments concerning habitual truants, and children ab-
-5 senting themselves from school, and not having any
6 lawful and regular vocation, between the ages of six
7 and fifteen years ; and, also, all such ordinances and
8 by-laws respecting such children, as shall be deemed
9 most conducive to their welfare, and the good order

10 of such city or town ; and there shall be annexed to
11 such ordinances suitable penalties, not exceeding, for
12 any one breach, a fine of twenty dollars, or imprison-
-13 ment for sixty days.
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1 Sect. 2. The police courts in the several cities,
2 and the justices of the peace where the offence shall
3 be committed in a town where no police court exists,
4 shall have jurisdiction of all complaints, under any
5 ordinance or by-law, made by virtue of this act, sub-
-6 ject to the right of appeal, as in other similar cases ;

7 and the several cities and towns, availing themselves
8 of the provisions of this act, shall appoint, at their
9 annual meeting, three or more persons, Avho alone

10 shall be authorized to make the complaints in every
11 case of violation of said ordinances or by-laws.

1 Sect. 3. All imprisonment, ordered by any magis-
-2 trate under any such by-law or ordinance, shall take
3 place in some house of reformation for juvenile
4 offenders, if any such shall have been provided within
5 the county, and if not, then in the house of correction
6 for such county where the offence shall be com-
-7 mitted, or in the State Reform School at West-
-8 borough.




