
SENATE....No. 16.

In Senate, February 4, 1661.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was committed
the petition of Lorenzo G. Howe and others, praying for the
annexation of part of the town of Dracut to the city of Lowell,
report the accompanying Bill and statement of facts.

Z. D BASSET, Chairman.
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The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the petition
of Lorenzo G. Howe and others, submit the following

It was shown by evidence before them, that the petition had
been duly served, by copy, on the town of Dracut and city of
Lowell, respectively, fourteen days before the annual election
in November last, and had also been published three weeks
successively in the Courier, Advertiser, American, and Vox
Populi, newspapers published in Lowell, according to the pro-
vision of the Revised Statutes, so that no order of notice was
necessary, and the committee proceeded at once to hear the
petitioners, when the following facts appeared:—-The town of
Dracut, lying on the northerly side of Merrimack River, is
long and narrow, and of irregular shape, containing twenty-
three square miles, or 14,601 acres. The portion called Cen-
tralville, which the petitioners pray to have annexed to Lowell,
contains about two thirds of a square mile, or 440 acres It is
nearly triangular in shape, and lies in a bend of the river,
which there curves into Lowell, opposite the Lawrence, Suffolk,
Tremont, Merrimack, Boott and Massachusetts Mills. It may
be severed from Dracut without injuring the symmetry of its
outline. The whole number of inhabitants in Dracut are
3,501 of Centralville, 1512, Whole number of houses in
Dracut ;of Centralville, 247. In 1522, Centralville con-
tained only 12 or 13 houses and 15 families. Nearly all the
increase has been the result of the planting and growth of
Lowell. The increase has been mostly within the last 10 or
12 years, and has been as much from necessity as choice. The
rapid settlement and occupation of lands in Lowell, along the
river and near the mills, has left no other lands open for the
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people of Centralville, unless at much higher prices, and at a
much greater distance from the mills and places of business;
the lands in Centralville are much the cheapest, best, and near-
est to the mills opposite them, and nearer to the centre of busi-
ness in Lowell and the majority of its inhabitants. Central-
ville connects naturally with Lowell, leaving it more regular in
form by straightening the curve in the outline made by the
bend in the river. It is connected with Lowell by a very good
bridge over the Merrimack; this bridge, by a contract made
with owners of a large quantity of the land, under legislative
sanction, is made forever free of toll to those who live on the
land, and also to all foot passengers. There are now 51 houses
only in Centralville that are not on such free land. All the
social and religious associations and connections of the inhabit-
ants are with Lowell; they have no place of religious wor-
ship but at Lowell, with the exception of a few families, all go
to Lowell. Their unavoidable civil connection with Dracut is
their only one; they go there to vote and for nothing else.
They pay about one third of the taxes of Dracut; their taxa-
ble property is $441,000. 'These houses are all of wood ex-
cepting three; they have no fire-engine, and the town refuses
to aid in establishing a lire department. Their settlement is so
compact as to render a fire department necessary, and also city
powers in relation to police, streets, sewers, side-walks, lamps,
&c.; indeed, its vicinity to Lowell renders an efficient police
especially desirable to lake care of the vicious and dissolute
who resort to Centralville from Lowell, in order to escape its
police officers. The schools in Centralville are very deficient;
while in Lowell they are excellent, sustained by the liberal
taxes paid by the corporations, which Lowell operatives, who
live in Dracut, are anxious to share with those who labor with
them. About one fourth of the land included in the petition
belongs to the Locks and Canals Company, and was included
by their desire, that any future improvements of the water
power at Hurd’s Falls might fall within the city. The in-
habitants ot Centralville arc nearly unanimous in their desire
for annexation. The town of Dracut, until this year, has
warmly resisted the petitions; but lately, at a regular meet-
ing held for the purpose, voted, 12G to 70, “ that it is expe-dient that Centro Mile he annexed to Lowell,” The number
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of families in Dracut require them to support a high school;
their peculiar shape, extent and population, forbid a location
that should render such a school desirable or useful to them;
annexation will relieve them of that obligation. The petition-
ers last year circulated petitions in aid and approval of theirs
among the citizens, and 1,778 persons subscribed in their favor;
these petitions are now on file. A committee from the city
government, last year, was appointed to take the matter of an-
nexation and report thereon, and one of the gentlemen was
before us, and stated that the matter was fully investigated,
and finally came to the conclusion that it would be expedient
to annex, and the sooner the better, as the necessary improve-
ments could be made better and cheaper now than after the
village is more built upon. And all parties being satisfied that
a division and annexation should take place, your committee
are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners ought to be
granted, and therefore report the accompanying Bill.

Z. D. BASSET, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.

AN ACT
To Annex a part of the Town of Dracut to the City of

Lowell.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of Dracut, in the
2 county of Middlesex, as is commonly called Central-
-3 ville, thus bounded and described, to wit;—Begin-
-4 ning at the thread of Merrimack Liver, near the foot
5 of Hunts’ Falls, opposite the southeast corner of the
6 land of the proprietors of Locks and Canals on Mer-
-7 rimack River; thence running north, nineteen de-
-8 grees and thirty minutes west, about three hundred
9 feet, to the margin of said river, at said southeast

10 comer bound; thence in the same course, northerly,
11 three thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven feet.
12 to the northerly side of the new county road leading
13 from Lowell, in said county, to Methuen; thence
14 north, eighty-nine degrees west, five thousand two
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15 hundred and seventy feet, to the margin of said river,
16 near the end of a wall, opposite the head or north
17 end of Long Island; thence, in the same course,
18 about one hundred feet, to the end of said Long
19 Island ; thence westerly, in a direct line, to the thread
20 of said river; thence down said river, by the thread
21 thereof, to the point of beginning; with all the in-
-22 habitants on the lands above described, be, and the
23 same hereby are, set off and separated from said town
24 of Dracut and annexed to, and made a part of,
25 the city of Lowell, in said county; and the same
26 land, and the inhabitants thereon, shall be deemed
27 and considered as annexed to, and constituting a part
28 of, said city of Lowell; provided always, however, that
29 said tract of land, and the inhabitants thereon, set off
30 as aforesaid, shall be liable to pay all such taxes as
31 are already assessed on them, by said town of Dra-
-32 cut, in the same manner as they would have been
33 liable if this act had not passed.

1 Sect. 2. If any persons who have heretofore
2 gained a legal settlement in the town of Dracut, by
3 reason of residence on the territory, set off as afore-
-4 said, or by having been proprietors thereof, or who
5 may derive such settlement, from any such resident
6 or proprietor, shall come to want and stand in need
7 of relief and support, they shall be relieved and sup-
-8 ported by the city of Lowell, in the same manner as
9 if they had gained a legal settlement in said Lowell.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


