
SENATE....!No. 29.

The Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of the City Council of Cambridge, praying
for an alteration in their City Charter, have considered the
same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the committee,

W. GRISWOLD, Chairman.

irommtmut.iiuj of iHaosncijuscttß.

In Senate, February 26, 1851.
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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. That the election of the mayor, alder-
-2 men, and common council-men, and such other offi-
-3 cers of the city of Cambridge, as are now by law to
4 be chosen on the first Monday in March; annually,
5 shall, in future, be made on the first Monday in De,
6 cember, annually; and the said officers, so chosen,
7 shall hold their respective offices for the same term
8 of time, and the same proceedings shall be had in
9 relation to such elections as is provided in the act,

10 entitled, “ an Act to establish the City of Cambridge,”
11 to which this is in addition ; provided, nevertheless,

12 that the next choice of the said city officers, after the
13 acceptance of this act by the inhabitants of the said
14 city of Cambridge, as hereinafter provided, shall be
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15 made at such time, and in such manner, as arc pre-
-16 scribed in the act aforesaid; and the officers, so
17 elected, shall severally hold their offices until the
18 first Monday of January, next succeeding said elec-
-19 tion, any thing in this act to the contrary notwith-
-20 standing.

1 Sect. 2. The election of a city clerk, a city treas-
-2 urer, and a collector of taxes, which are now by law
3 to be chosen, and all vacancies which are now, by
4 law to be filled by the city council, in the month of
5 April, annually, shall, in future, be respectively made
6 and filled by the city council, in the month of Janu-
-7 ary, annually, in the like form and manner, and for
8 the same term of service, as is prescribed in the act
9 to which this act is in addition: provided, neverthe-

-10 less, that the next choice of such officers, and the
11 next vacancies occurring, after the acceptance of this
12 act by the inhabitants aforesaid, as hereinafter pro-
-13 vided, shall be made and filled at such time, and in
14 such manner, as are prescribed in the act aforesaid,
15 to which this is in addition; and the officers, so
16 elected, shall severally hold their offices until the
17 first Monday in January, next succeeding said elec-
-18 tion, any thing in this act to the contrary notwith-
-19 standing.

1 Sect. 3. The officers, chosen, by virtue of this
2 act, shall enter on the duties of their respective
3 offices on the first Monday of January in each year,
4 and shall be liable to all the duties and restrictions,
5 and shall exercise all the powers to which said offi-
-6 cers are respectively subject or entitled, by virtue of
7 the act to which this is in addition, and of all other
B acts having relation to this subject matter.
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1 Sect. 4. The boundaries of the several wards,
2 and the number of members of the common council
3 which each ward shall be entitled to elect, shall con-
-4 tinue to be the same as at present established, until
5 the month of October, in the year one thousand
6 eight hundred and fifty-six, at which time, and once
7 in every five years thereafter, the city council shall
8 revise the same, and make such alterations therein,
9 in the like form and manner as is prescribed in the

10 act to which this is in addition.

1 Sect. 5. The city council of the city of Cam-
-2 bridge may establish a fire department for said city,
3 to consist of so many engineers and other officers,
4 and so many engine men and other members, as the
5 city council, by ordinance shall, from time to time,
6 prescribe; and said city council shall have authority
7 to make such provisions in regard to the time and
8 mode of appointment, and the occasion and mode of
9 removal of either such officers or members, to make

10 such requisitions in respect to their qualifications and
11 period of service, to define their office and duties, to
12 fix and pay such compensation for their services, and,
13 in general, to make such regulations in regard to
14 their conduct and government, and to the manage-
-15 ment and conduct of fires, and persons attending at
16 fires, subject to the penalties provided for the breach
17 of the city by-laws, as they shall deem expedient:
18 provided, that the appointment of engine men, hose
19 men, and hook and ladder men, shall be made by the
20 mayor and aldermen exclusively.

1 Sect. 6. An act establishing the fire department
2 in the town of Cambridge, passed March seventeenth,
3 one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and an
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4 act in addition thereto, passed March thirtieth, one

5 thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, shall con-
-6 tinue in force, except in regard to the power of mak-
-7 ing by-laws, and publishing the same, and except so
8 far as they are otherwise inconsistent with the pre-
-9 ceding section, in which respects they shall be void.

1 Sect. 7. The city council shall have exclusive
2 authority and power to lay out new streets or ways
3 within said city, and to estimate the damage which
4 any person shall sustain thereby; but all petitions and
5 questions relating to the laying out, widening, alter-
-6 ing, or discontinuing, of any street or way, shall be
7 first acted on by the mayor and aldermen. Any
8 person, dissatisfied with the decision of the city
9 council, in the estimate of damages, may, within six

10 months thereafter, make complaint to the county
11 commissioners in the county of Middlesex, upon
12 which complaint the same proceedings shall be had,
13 as are provided in the twenty-fourth chapter of the
14 Revised Statutes, in cases where persons are aggrieved
15 by the assessment of damages by selectmen.

1 Sect. 8. The city council shall, annually, in the
2 month of January, meet in convention, and elect, by
3 joint ballot, three persons to be assessors, one of
4 whom shall be a resident in each ward, and such
5 number of assistant assessors, and other necessary
6 officers, as the city council shall determine. The
7 assessors and assistant assessors shall be sworn to the
8 faithful discharge of the duties of their office, and
9 shall perform all such duties as assessors of towns
10 are required by law to perform ; and the city coun-
-11 cil shall have the power, in the same manner, to fill
12 all vacancies which may occur in the board of asses-
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13 sors; the officers, so chosen, shall hold their office
14 for the same term as is prescribed in the act to which
15 this is in addition.

1 Sect. 9. If a vacancy shall occur in any of the
2 boards of officers, which the inhabitants are required
3 by law to elect, at the annual meeting, by death,
4 resignation or otherwise, than by failure to elect, at
5 said annual meeting, the mayor and aldermen shall
6 order a meeting of the citizens, to fill such vacancy,
7 as soon as may be, after the knowledge of the fact:
8 provided, that nothing herein contained shall be con-
-9 strued to prevent the operation of the one hundred

10 and forty-fourth chapter of the act of April 26,
11 1849, relating to such vacancies, therein mentioned,
12 as may occur in the school committee, after the date
13 of the warrant for the annual town meeting for the
14 election of their successors.

1 Sect. 10. All boards and officers, acting under
2 the act of incorporation of the city of Cambridge,
3 and entrusted with the expenditure of public money,
4 shall be accountable therefor to the city council, in
5 such manner as they may direct.

1 Sect. 11. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall not go into operation
2 until it shall have been adopted, by ballot, by the
3 inhabitants of the said city of Cambridge, at a meet-
-4 ing duly called for that purpose by the mayor and
5 aldermen.


