
SENATE.....No. 36.

The Joint Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to
whom was committed so much of the Governor’s Message as
relates to Public Charitable Institutions, having visited the
Expei imental School for Teaching and Training Idiots, and
carefully considered the condition of that unfortunate class
of persons,

as follows :

By a resolution of the Legislature, dated April 11, 1846, the
governor was authorized to appoint a commission “ to inquire
into the condition of idiots in the Commonwealth, to ascertain
their number, and whether anything can be done in their
behalf.”

The commission was continued by a resolution of the suc-
ceeding Legislature, and made a full and final report in Febru-
ary, 1848, which was printed among the Senate documents,
and numbered 62.

The report disclosed facts of a painful nature, with regard to
the number and condition of idiots, but also held out hopeful
assurance that much might be done to ameliorate their unhappy
lot.

The Legislature, by resolves dated May 8, 1848, made an
annual appropriation of twenty-five hundred dollars for three
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years, to be devoted to an experimental school, for the purpose
of testing the capacity of idiots for improvement. The gov-
ernor made arrangements with the trustees of the Institution
for the Blind for conducting the experiment. The school was
commenced in October, 18-18, and has been ever since in opera-
tion.

Your committee have visited this school and been highly
gratified by what they saw; the experiment seems to have
succeeded entirely. The capacity of this unfortunate class for
improvement seems to be proved beyond question. The school,
however, must be abandoned unless adopted by the Legisla-
ture, and put upon a permanent footing. Meantime, an insti-
tution has been regularly incorporated under the name of the
“ Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth,”
and the corporation is composed chiefly of persons who have
been connected with the Institution for the Blind, while the
experiment for training idiots was going on in that establish-
ment.

Your committee, in view of all these facts, and considering
that there are, and, in the natural course of events, must, for
many generations, continue to be, in the Commonwealth, a

large number of idiotic persons who are cut off b}r their in-
firmity from a share in the blessings of education, and whose
condition is made still more unhappy and wretched by being
left in ignorance and idleness, and all their consequent vices ;

and considering that it has been satisfactorily shown that such
persons are not without capacity for improvement, but, on the
contrary, can be trained to habits of decency, order, sobriety
and industry, and even taught the rudiments of knowledge; —

in a word, that they can be raised up from a level with brutes
to a humble place upon the platform of humanity ; and, con-
sidering that other classes of the unfortunates, who can be
taught, have had special provision made for their education,
therefore, your committee respectfully submit the accompany-
ing Resolves.

For the committee,

JOHN W. GRAVES, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Concerning Idiotic Children.

Resolved, That there be paid, annually, out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the Massachusetts
School fur Teaching and Training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded
Persons, the sum of five thousand dollars, to be devoted to
teaching and training indigent idiotic children, belonging to this
Commonwealth : provided , that the board of trustees, having
the direction of said institution, shall be composed of twelve
persons, four of whom shall be appointed by the governor and
council: and provided, that the governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, president of the senate, speaker of the house,
and the two chaplains, shall constitute a board of visitors, whose
duly it shall be to visit and inspect said institution as often as
they see fit; to examine the by-laws and regulations enacted
hy the corporation : and. generally, to sec that the object of said
institution is carried into effect: mid provided, further, that said
institution shall gratuitously receive and educate thirty idiotic
persons, to be designated by the governor : and provided, fur ■dier, that other applicants, of proper age and condition, chil-
dren of inhabitants of this Commonwealth, who arc not
wealthy, shall be received at a charge not exceeding the actual
average cost of the inmate; and provided, further, that the
members of the Legislature, for the time being, shall be, ex offi-
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do, visitors of the institution, and have the privilege, during the
sessions, of inspecting the same.

Resolved, That the governor be authorized annually to draw
his warrant for the sura of five thousand dollars, in four equal
quarterly payments of twelve hundred and fifty dollars each, in
favor of the treasurer of the Massachusetts School for Teaching
and Training Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, whenever he
shall have satisfactory evidence that the terms and conditions
of the foregoing resolve have been fulfilled.


