
SENATE....No. 49.

The Joint Standing Committee on Towns, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of Lewis Tyrell and others, praying to
set off a part of New Marlborough and annex the same to
Monterey, ask leave to report the accompanying Bill and

It appeared in evidence, before the committee, that the peti-
tion of said Tyrrel and others had been presented to the last
Legislature, and a report unfavorable to the prayer thereof was
made by the Committee on Towns, which was reversed in the
House of Representatives, and a bill passed to set the said peti-
tioners from the town of New Marlborough to the town of
Monterey. The bill thus passed by the House came to the
Senate, and it was agreed to refer the same to this Legislature,
and a committee of three was appointed,—one on the part of
the Senate and two on the part of the House, to view the terri-
tory proposed to be set from New Marlborough to Monterey
during the recess, and make report of the same. But owing to
the engagements of one of the committee, so appointed, no
view was had, and consequently no report was made. The
petitioners, however, made application to the other members of
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the committee, who appointed a time and place for hearing the
parlies interested and making the view, but owing to a severe
storm they did not meet. At this session, the petition of said
Tyrrel and others, with the accompanying papers, were taken
from the files and referred to the Committee on Towns: notice
having been ordered and duly served, the parties appeared on
the 6th of March, the day assigned for hearing. It then ap-
peared in evidence, that the town of New Marlborough is one
of the largest in the county of Berkshire, in extent of territory;
its length is eight miles from north to south, and five miles
from east to west, forming an area of say 40 square miles, or
25,600 acres; its population by the United States census is
1,847; the valuation of the town of New Marlborough at the
present time is $495,871, being an increase over the valuation
of 1810 of $114,928; the number of polls are 4SB, The num-
ber of acres included within the lines of the territory to be set
off is $2,164, valued by the assessors of New Marlborough at
$25,227, of which sum $2,708 is owned by persons residing in
Monterey ; the value of the personal estate of the petitioners is
$5,329, making the total amount of taxable property to be set
to Monterey $30,555; the number of polls, 23; the sum total
of all the taxes for the year 1850 was $3,074 20. of which
$282 75 was paid upon the polls and estates within the pro-
posed lines of division. The population of the town of Mon-
terey is 733; its valuation $227,960; number of polls 170.
The territory proposed to be. set to the town of Monterey lies
in the northeast corner of the town of New Marlborough, and
the inhabitants living upon said territory, about seventy in
number, are in the immediate vicinity of the centre of Monte-
rey, where the town meetings are held, and where they are in
daily intercourse with the people of that town. The average
distance of the people living on the proposed territory to be set

to Monterey, is one and a half miles from the place of holding
the meetings of that town, and the average distance from the
place where the town meetings of New Marlborough are now
held is three and a half miles. It was also proved, that the
roads leading from this territory to Monterey were good and
kept open at all seasons of the year, and that the roads leading
from this territory to the centre of New Marlborough are hilly,
rugged and frequently blocked in the winter with snow, render-
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ing them impassable by carriages for weeks together. Their
postal arrangements are also inconvenient; they can receive
their letters much sooner if directed to the post office in Mon-
terey than at New Marlborough. It was also in evidence, that
nearly all their social relations, their sympathies, and their
business and trade are with the people of Monterey. Nearly
all the land that will be owned by the people in New Marl-
borough, in said territory, within the proposed line of division,
will be wood land and of small value when the timber is taken
off; and no person whose land is to be left in Monterey, by the
proposed line, objects to it. One school district, containing nine
families, will be left entire; the other district, No. 9, containing
fifteen families, the proposed line cuts off about one third of its
territory, and takes five families from it and leaving ten ; two
of these families, thus taken from district No. 9, could be as
well accommodated as they now are by being annexed to the
central district in Monterey, and the remaining three families
could be annexed to district No. 8, which now contains but
nine families. It was also testified that two families could be
annexed to the remaining portion of district No. 9, from the
centre district in New Marlborough without injury to the same,
as said centre district has had a surplus of unexpended money
for a number of years past. The town of New Marlborough,
at a legal meeting in 1830, voted to oppose the prayer of said
petition, 11(3 to 90, and the selectmen presented a remonstrance
to the last Legislature, to the effect that it would disturb school
districts, and greatly injure said town of New Marlborough, by
taking a portion of the inhabitants and taxable property of said
town.

There was also a paper signed by Edwin 11, Heath and fifty
others, legal voters of the town of Monterey, at the hearing
before the committee of last year, objecting to the annexa-
tion of any portion of New Marlborough to Monterey, but, at
a legal meeting of said town of Monterey, held on the 3d
March, 1851, it was voted, unanimously, that they approve of
the petition ol Lewis Tyrrel and others to be set to the town of
Monterey.

It did not appear to your committee that the town of New
Marlborough Lad any debt resting upon it, and but four paupers
supported by said town: the persons living upon the territory
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are all signers to the petition and desirous to be set to Monte-
rey, but others living near the proposed line objected for various
reasons. Sand Hill, and other hills, present natural barriers
to the free intercourse between the centre of New Marlborough
and said territory, and it appears as if nature had designed that
it should, and your committee think it ought to, belong to Mon-
terey.

For the committee,

Z. D. BASSET, Chairman
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AN ACT
To set off a part of New Marlborough and annex the

same to Monterey.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of New Marlbor-
-2 ough, in the county of Berkshire, with the inhabi-
-3 tants thereon, as is included within the following
4 described limits, is hereby set off from said New
5 Marlborough and annexed to the town of Monterey,
6 in said county, to wit:—beginning at the corner of
T Ivew Marlborough and Monterey; thence running
8 on Sandisficld line south, two degrees west, three
9 hundred and thirty-three rods to the tier or range

10 line between the lots of said New Marlborough;
11 thence west, two degrees south, six hundred and
12 thirty-eight rods, on said range line, to a stake and
13 stones; thence north thirty-one degrees west, five
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
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14 hundred and forty-two rods, to a stake and stones,
15 standing on the town line between New Marlborough
16 and Monterey: provided, however, that the inhabitants
17 and estates so set off shall be holden to pay all
18 arrears of taxes, which have been legally assessed
19 upon them by the town of New Marlborough, to the
20 treasurer thereof, in the same manner as if this act
21 had not passed.

1 Sect. 2. The town of Monterey shall be holden
2 to pay to the treasurer of the town of New Marl-
-3 borough, until the next decennial census, the just
4 proportion of all state and county taxes which may
5 be assessed upon said New Marlborough, in propor-
-6 tion to the valuation of the polls and estates hereby
7 set to Monterey. The said proportion to be paid by
8 said Monterey, shall be fixed by the valuation of the
9 said polls and estate next preceding the passage of

10 this act.

1 Sect. 3. The town of Monterey shall be liable for
2 the support of all persons who may, after the pas-
-3 sage of this act, stand in need of relief as paupers,
4 whose settlement was gained by, or derived from, a

5 residence within the limits of the territory hereby
6 set to said town.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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