
SENATE....]No. 54.

January 15. 1851.House of Representatives,

Ordered, That a committee be appointed, consisting of one
from each county, with such as the honorable senate may join,
to consider the expediency of so amending the Constitution, as
may secure to all the towns and counties a more equal and just
system of representation for the House of .Representatives and
also for the Senate.

House of Representatives, January 21, 1851.

The following committee was appointed on the above order,
namely:

Messrs. Parker, of Shirley,
Brannimg, of Monterey,
Brooks, of Boston,
Clark, of Northborough,
Root, of Chester,
Payson, of Rowley,
Andrews, of Montague,
Aspinwall, of Brookline,
Swain, of Nantucket,
Bardwell, of Hatfield,
Vincent, of Tisbury,
Perkins, of North Bridgewater,
Cartwright, of Somerset, and
Core, of Easlham.

Sent up for concurrence.
LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

In Senate, January 22, 1851.

Concurred, and Messrs. Griswold, Keyes, Kuhn, Wood, of
Worcester, and Beach, are joined.

C. L. KNAPP, Clerk.
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In Senate, January 22, 1851.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates
ito Representation and to Representative and Senatorial Districts,
be referred to a Joint Select Committee.

Adopted, and Messrs. Griswold, Keyes. Kuhn, Wood, of
Worcester, and Beach, are appointed on the part of the Senate.

Sent down for concurrence.

C. L. KNAPP, Clerk.

House of Representatives, January 23, 1851.

Concurred, and the same gentlemen are joined who were ap-
pointed on the order of the 15th inst., on the subject of an
amendment of the Constitution in regard to the election of rep-
resentatives and senators.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.
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The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred so much of
the Governor’s Address as relates to Representation and to
Representative and Senatorial Districts, and to whom was
also referred the order of the House, of January 15th, to con-
sider the expediency of so amending the Constitution as to
secure to all the towns a more equal and just system of Rep-
resentation in the House and Senate, have considered the
same, and submit the following

The committee have spent much time in examining the dif-
ferent plans proposed for constituting the popular branch of the
Legislature. The subject itself is a most intricate and difficult
one; and the opinions of the committee varied somewhat as to
the best method of accomplishing the object before us. Some
preferred the district system applied to the whole State; some
were anxious to make legal voters the basis of representation ;

a portion of the committee insisted upon the principle that each
town should have a representative every year. All these and
other modes were thoroughly examined by the committee, until
finally, by a yielding somewhat of individual opinions and
plans to the general opinion of the whole committee, we have
happily come to a result, which is nearly unanimous; we do
not depart in principle from the present provisions of the consti-
tution ; we believe that on the whole, the plan which the commit-
tee propose is the best which can be adopted, without abandon-
ing the system of town representation, and this a large majority
of the committee were wholly unwilling to do. The proposed
plan will give a house of 379 members if every town and city
should elect their full number; this is somewhat larger than the

£ommontotaltJj of JHassacljustUs.

In Senate, March 26, 1851.

REPORT:
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average number under the present provisions of the constitu-
tion ; still, from failures to elect, the house would not, under this
plan, usually number more than about 325 members. We sub-
mit, in this connection, a list of the towns and cities in the
Commonwealth, with the number of representatives to which
each is entitled under the plan proposed by the committee,
under the present census.

In conclusion, the committee recommend the adoption of the
accompanying Resolves and Articles of Amendment to the Con-
stitution of Massachusetts.

WHITING GRISWOLD,
EDWARD L. KEYES,
GEO. H. KUHN,
MOSES WOOD,
E. D. BEACH,
L. M. PARKER,
EDWARD BROOKS,
A. C. ROOT,
ERASTUS ANDREWS,
OB ED SWAN,
WILLIAM S. VINCENT,
BENJAMIN CARTWRIGHT,
JNO. BRANNING,
SAMUEL CLARK,
THOMAS E. PAYSON,
ELIJAH BARD WELL, Je.
JESSE PERKINS,
SCOTTER COBB.
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A List of the Towns and Cities of the Commonwealth, with the
number of Representatives to which each is entitled, by the
present census, on the plan proposed by the Committee :—

The following sixty-four towns, having each less than 1,000
inhabitants, are entitled in ten years to the number of represen-
tatives set against their respective names.

North Chelsea, 8 Norwich, 7 Wendell, 8
Boxford, 9 Pelham, 8 Alford, 5
Hamilton, 8 Plainfield, 8 Clarksburg, 3
Middleton, 8 Prescott, 7 Florida, 5
Bedford, 9 Westhamptcn, 6 Hancock, 7
Boxborough, 4 Holland, 4 Monterey, 7
Burlington, 5 Montgomery, 4 Mt.Washing’n, 3
Carlisle, 6 Russell, 5 New Ashford, 2
Dunstable, 5 Tolland, 5 Peru, 5
Lincoln, 7 Wales, 7 Richmond, 8
Tyngsborough, 7 Bernardston, 9 Tyringham, 7
Wilmington, 8 Erving, 4 Washington, 9
Auburn, 8 Gill, 7 Windsor, 9
Berlin, 8 Hawley, 8 Dover, 6
Boylston, 8 Heath, 7 Medfield, 9
Dana, 8 Leverett, 9 Berkley, 9
New Braintree, 8 Leyden, 6 Halifax, 7
Paxton, 8 Monroe, 2 Hull, 2
Phillipston, 8 Rowe, 6 Plympton, 9
Goshen, 5 Shutesbury, 9 Eastham, 8
Greenwich, 8 Sunderland, 8 Chilmark, 7
Middlefield, 6
Total, 440 in ten years, making 44 each year.

'1 he following 224 towns, having each 1,000 and less than
5,000 inhabitants, will be entitled to one representative each
year:—

Amesbury, Essex, Groveland,
Bradford, Georgetown, Ipswich,
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Lynnfield, Townsend, Rutland,
Manchester, Waltham, Shrewsbury,
Methuen, Watertown, Southborough,
Newbury, Wayland, Southbridge,
Rockport, West Cambridge, Spencer,
Rowley, Westford, Sterling,
Salisbury, Weston, Sturbridge,
Saugus, Winchester, Sutton,
Topsfield, Woburn, Templeton,
Wenham, Asburnham, Upton.
West Newbury, Athol, Uxbridge,
Acton, Barre, Warren,
Ashby, Blackstone, Webster,
Ashland, Bolton, Weslborough,
Billerica, Brookfield, West Boylston,
Brighton, Charlton, West Brookfield,
Chelmsford, Clinton, Westminster,
Concord, Douglas, Winchendon,
Dracut, Dudley, Amherst,
Framingham, Gardner, Belchertown,
Groton, Grafton, Chesterfield,
Holliston, Hardwick, Cummington,
Hopkinton, Harvard, Easthampton,
Lexington, Holden, Enfield,
Littleton, Hubbardston, Granby,
Malden, Lancaster, Hadley,
Marlborough, Leicester, Hatfield,
Medford, Leominster, South Hadley,
Melrose, Lunenburg, Southampton,
Natick, Mendon, Ware,
Peppered, Milford, Williamsburg,
Reading, Millbury, Worthington,
Sherburne, Northborough, Ashfield,
Shirley, Northbridge, Buckland,
Somerville, North Brookfield, Charlemonf,
South Reading, Oakham, Coleraine,
Stoneham, Oxford, Conway,
Stow, Petersham, Deerfield,
Sudbury, Princeton, Greenfield,
Tewksbury, ' Royalston, Montague,
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New Salem, Stockbridge, Swanzey,
Northfield, West Stockbridge, Westport,
Orange, Williamstown, Bridgewater,
Shelburne, Bellingham, Carver,
Warwick, Braintree, Duxbury,
Whateley, Brookline, E. Bridgewater,
Blandford, Canton, Hanover,
Brimfield, Cohasset, Hanson,
Chester, Dedham, Hingham,
Granville, Foxborough, Kingston,
Holyoke, Franklin, Marshfield
Longmeadow, Medway, N. Bridgewater,
Ludlow, Milton, Pembroke,
Monson, Needham, Rochester,
Palmer, Quincy, Scituate,
Southwick, Randolph, South Scituate,
Westfield, Sharon, Wareham,
West Springfield, Stoughton, W. Bridgewater,
Wilbraham, Walpole, Barnstable,
Becket, Wrentham, Brewster,
Cheshire, Attleborough, Chatham,
Dalton, Dartmouth, Dennis,
Egremont, Dighton, Falmouth,
Great Barrington, Easton, Harwich,
Hinsdale, Fairhaven, Orleans,
Lanesborough, Freetown, Provincetown,
Lee, Mansfield, Sandwich,
Lenox, Norton, Truro,
New Marlborough, Pawtucket, Wellfleet,
Otis, Raynham, Yarmouth,
Sandisfield, Rehobolh, Edgartown,
Savoy, Seekonk, Tisbury.
Sheffield, Somerset,

The following 21 towns are each entitled to two representa-
tives each year;—

Chelsea, Beverly, Lawrence,
Andover, Gloucester, Marblehead,
Danvers, Haverhill, Newbury port,
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Newton, Chicopee, Abington,
Weymouth, Adams, Middleborough,
Fitchburg, Pittsfield, Plymouth,
Northampton, Dorchester, Nantucket.
Total, 42.

The following five cities and towns are each entitled to three
representatives each year:-—Salem, Charlestown, Worcester,
New Bedford, lloxbury. Total, 15.

Lowell is entitled to seven, and Boston to twenty-seven rep-
resentatives each year. Total number of representatives each
year, 379.
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RESOLVES

Providing for Amendments of the Constitution.

Resolved , by both houses, the same being agreed to by a ma-
jority of the senators, and two thirds of the house of represen-
tatives present, and voting thereon, that it is proper and expedi-
ent to alter the Constitution of this Commonwealth, by adopting
the subjoined Articles of Amendment; and the same as thus
agreed to be entered on the journals of the two houses, with
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the General
Court next to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the
end, that if agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen,
in the manner provided by the Constitution, said Articles of
Amendment may be submitted to the people for their ratifica-
tion in order that the same may become a part of the Constitu-
tion of this Commonwealth.

Resolved , The vote shall be taken by the people upon each
Article of Amendment separately.

FIRST ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
The members of the house of representatives shall be appor-

tioned in the following manner. Every town or city containing
one thousand inhabitants may elect one representative. Every
town or city containing less than one thousand inhabitants may

emnntontoealtJ) of jHassacijusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-One.
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elect a representative as many times within ten years as the
number one hundred is contained in the number of inhabitants
in said town or city, and no more.

Every town or city containing five thousand inhabitants,
may elect two representatives. In every town or city contain-
ing more than five thousand inhabitants, five thousand inhab-
itants shall be the mean increasing number which shall entitle
such town or city to an additional representative; provided
that no town or city shall be entitled to more than thirty repre-
sentatives.

The number of inhabitants which shall entitle a town to elect
one representative, the number of inhabitants which shall enti-
tle a town to elect two representatives, and the mean increasing
number which shall entitle a town or city to elect more than
two representatives, and also the number by which the popula-
tion of towns not entitled to a representative every year is to
be divided, shall be increased respectively by one tenth of the
numbers above mentioned whenever the population of the Com-
monwealth shall have increased to eleven hundred thousand,
and for every additional increase of one hundred thousand in-
habitants, the same addition of one tenth shall be made respect-
ively to the said numbers above mentioned.

As soon as this Article of Amendment shall have been adopt-
ed by the Legislature and people of the Commonwealth, in
accordance with the provisions of the .Constitution of Massa-
chusetts, the governor and council shall apportion the number
of representatives which each city, town and representative
district is entitled to elect, and ascertain how many years any
town which is not entitled to elect a representative every year
may elect one, during the period of time between the adoption
of this Article of Amendment, and the taking of the next de-
cennial census, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
sixty, and the governor shall cause the same to be published
forthwith ; and the said apportionment for the said period of
time above mentioned, shall be based upon the census of the
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty.

The governor and council shall also, before the first day of
September, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty,
and in the year of each decennial census thereafter, apportion
the number of representatives which each city, town and rep-
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resentative district is entitled to elect, and ascertain how many
years within ten years, any town may elect a representative,
which is not entitled to elect one every year; and the governor
shall cause the same to be published forthwith.

SECOND ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
In the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and

in the year next succeeding each decennial census thereafter,
the General Court shall divide the Commonwealth into forty
senatorial districts, according to population, as near as may be,
and each district shall be entitled to one senator and no more.

All provisions of the existing Constitution of this Common-
wealth, inconsistent with the provisions contained in these
Articles of Amendment, are hereby wholly annulled.




