
SENATE....:No. 60.

Feb. 5, 1851House of Representatives,

Ordered, That the Report of the Valuation Committee be re-
ferred to a joint select committee of one from each county, on
the part of the House, namely ;

Messrs. Parker, of Shirley,
Gilbert, of Templeton,
Clapp, of Boston,
Coleman, of Newburyport,
Clapp, of Southampton,
Holcombe, of Granville,
Darling, of Gill,
Picket, of Great Barrington,
Reed, of Milton,
Brownell, of Westport,
Kingman, of West Bridgewater,
Doane, of Harwich,
Vincent, of Tisbury, and
Maeder, of Nantucket,

with such as the Senate may join.

Sent up for concurrence.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

In Senate, Feb. 11, 1851.

Concurred; and Messrs. Wood, of Plymouth, Howe, Haw-
ley, Beach, Graves, Kuhn, and Earle, are joined, on the part
of the Senate.

C. L. KNAPP, Clerk.
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House of Representatives, March 8, 1851.

Ordered, That the Committee on the State Valuation be di-
rected to take from the town of Dracut, the amount of property
and the number of polls, as reported by the Committee of the
last Legislature, belonging to that part of Dracut recently an-
nexed to the city of Lowell, to wit; the sum of three hundred
and nineteen thousand, five hundred and twenty-four dollars;
and three hundred and fifty-five polls—the said amount of
property and number of polls to be added to the said city of
Lowell, and the apportionment of taxation upon said city and
town to be made in conformity therewith.

House of Representatives, March 8, 1851.

Sent up for concurrence.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

In Senate, March 10, 1851.

Concurred.
C. L. KNAPP, Clerk.
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The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the Report
of the Valuation Committee, under an Order of the fifth of
February, have attended to that duty, and ask leave to

That they have carefully examined the same, and have had
several towns before them by their representatives and agents,
asking for a reduction of their valuation, as reported by the Val-
uation Committee. The committee, after much deliberation,
have decided that' in their opinion, it is not expedient to make
an alteration in the Report of the Valuation Committee, except
to correct manifest errors, arising from including in the valua-
tion of towns, items of property not belonging to said towns, or
mistakes made in calculating and carrying out the aggregates of
towns. Errors of this description they find in the valuation of
the towns of Andover, in the county of Essex, Townsend, in
the county of Middlesex, Hatfield, in the county of Hampden,
and Wendell, in the county of Franklin.

The complaints which have been made by various towns in
different parts of the Commonwealth, are not so much that their
property has been appraised beyond its actual value, as that
their valuation is too high, when compared with adjoining or
neighboring towns. From representations made, the commit-
tee were led to believe that inequalities of this kind may,
to some extent exist, but so numerous were the complaints, and
so many more would probably be made, did we undertake to
disturb the relative valuation made by the Valuation Committee,
that it seemed to the committee impossible to go into an equal-
ization of the valuation of the towns of the State, with the ex-
pectation of coming to a result, which should be more satisfac-
tory than that arrived at by the Valuation Committee—a com-

In Senate, March 29th, 1851.
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mittee appointed for the purpose of making the valuation, com-
ing from all parts of the State, and having more means and
greater opportunities of coming to a correct result, than the
present committee.

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the Re-
port of the Valuation Committee, with the following amend-
ments, as the valuation of the several counties and towns of
the Commonwealth,—the committee having included in their
amendment, the amount ordered to be taken from the town of
Dracut and added to the city of Lowell, by an order of the Leg-
islature, of March Bth, 1851.

Amendments of the Report of the Valuation Committee.

County of Essex.
'Andover, - 1,558 $3,131,122 75 $5 37
Beverly, - 1,371 2,156,012 85 385
Danvers, - 1,928 3,312,779 10 583
Lawrence, - 2,208 6,003,716 20 9 92
Newburyport, -

- 2,093 4,537,670 55 772
Salem, - 4,358 13,654,738 /0 22 24

Middlesex.

Dracut, - 440 700,182 00 124
Lowell, - - - 7,857 16,866,919 10 28 65
Townsend, - - 488 905,920 00 157

Hampshire.

Hatfield, - - - 305 706,290 00 119
Northampton, - -- 1,411 2,504,144 00 437

Franklin.
Deerfield, - 650 1,009,306 00 1 80
.Wendell, - - 260 389,204 00 70

WILLIAM H. WOOD, Chairman.


