
SENATE....;No. 69.

Feb. 25, 1851,House of Representatives,

Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Bridges, be in-
structed to consider the expediency of providing by law for the
exemption of the city of Charlestown from taxation, on account
of County Highways in the County of Middlesex, without the
limits of said city.

Sent up for concurrence

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

Concurred

C. L. KNAPP, Clerk.

In Senate, February 26, 1851

Comwontotaltij of JHassartuißttts.



2 [April,CITY OF CHARLESTOWN.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges who were instructed
by an Order of the 26th February, to inquire into the expedien-
cy of providing by law for the exemption of the city of Charles-
town from taxation, on account of highways in the county of
Middlesex, without the limits of said city, report that it is inex-
pedient to legislate thereon.

Per Order.

MOSES NEWELL. Chairman.

Commontotalttj of

In Senate. April 3, 1851.



1851.] SENATE—No. 69.

By request, the committee aforesaid hereby state the reasons
urged by the party appearing, in favor of legislation on this
subject.

One reason urged, was the great expense incurred by the city
of Charlestown in repairing the streets, being, as they show, for
the last ten years, an annual average expenditure of more than
five thousand six hundred dollars.

One other reason urged was, that a large and valuable por-
tion of their territory is in the occupancy of the Commonwealth,
and of course exempt from taxation. And still a larger portion
under the jurisdiction of the United States.

The committee are free to say that if, for the last reason as-
signed, any legislation by way of relief to the city aforesaid is
demanded, they see no good reason why the county of Middle-
sex should contribute any more than its proportion with other
counties in the Commonwealth, of any relief to be afforded.

On the first reason assigned, the committee did bestow more
consideration.

It will be borne in mind that other large towns and cities are
located in various sections of the county of Middlesex, which
may be similarly situated in relation to highways, (excepting
that a portion of Charlestown is not subjected to taxation,) and
may feel little or no interest in the highways upon theirborders.

However this may be, the committee see no good reason for
discharging large cities from their present liabilities, feeling that
it is important that all localities with a dense population should
have a direct interest that all highways leading from the interi-
or should be judiciously located and properly repaired.

To keep that interest in constant exercise and properly guard-
ed, it is considered necessary that a pecuniary interest should
be retained to that dense population.




