
SENATE.... No. 81.

The Second Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of F. W. Bird and others, praying to set off
a part of Dedham to Walpole, submit the following Report, with
the accompanying Bill.

EDWARD CAZNEAU, Chairman.
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In Senate, April 19, 1851.
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The territory proposed to be set off, lies in the southerly part
of Dedham, and the whole area is one hundred and four acres.
Of this, about ten acres consists of ponds, and about thirty-five
of swamp lands, leaving about sixty acres of land suitable for
cultivation. The number of families on the territory is eight,
and the whole population twenty-six. The whole valuation,
real and personal, is about $25,000.

Of the families occupying the territory, five, embracing nine-
teen individuals, are in favor of the petition ; two, embracing
five individuals, are opposed, and one, consisting of two females,
signed neither petition nor remonstrance. Of the families occu-
pying the territory and owning the houses occupied, three, em-
bracing fifteen individuals are in favor, and two, embracing five
individuals are opposed, and one, consisting of two females,
signed neither petitition nor remonstrance. One of these occu-
pants signed the remonstrance, but did not appear before the
committee, and it appeared in evidence, is indifferent about the
result. Of the non-residents owning property, five are in favor
of the petition, and all appeared before the committee; two re-
monstrated, one of whom appeared before the committee. The
owners of $20,000 of the property are in favor of the petition ;

the owners of $5OOO are opposed.
The principal reasons urged by the petitioners were the fol-

lowing, viz.;—
Ist. The territory lies six miles from the centre of Dedham,

and not quite three miles from the centre of Walpole. If an-
nexed to Walpole, the distance to town meeting will be only
one half to Walpole that it now is to Dedham.

2d. The post office in East Walpole is within a few rods of
the westerly line of the territory, and within eighty rods of its
centre; the nearest post office in Dedham is nearly three
miles.
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3d. The present line between Dedham and Walpole passes
nearly through the centre of what is called the village of East
Walpole. It divides seven estates, leaving a part in "Walpole
and a part in Dedham, passing through two houses, parts of
each being in Walpole and Dedham. It divides one paper mill
from the boarding house connected with it, and from the house
of the owner, and also divides the store from the barns belong-
ing to it. The proposed line brings these estates entire into
Walpole, and divides only two estates into two towns, and re-
quires only one individual to pay taxes in more towns than he
now does.

4th, The proposed alteration will place the occupants of the
territory nearer to the school in Walpole than they are to that
in Dedham. It appeared in evidence that the centre of the ter-
ritory is a few rods nearer to the schoolhouse in Dedham than
to that in Walpole; but it also appeared that nearly the whole of
the land which is suitable for house lots, lies on the westerly
part of the territory, near to the water power where the centre
of the population must be, and nearer to the schoolhouse in
Walpole than to that in Dedham. The whole number of schol-
ars on the territory is three, belonging to three families. The
parents of all these children are among the petitioners, and pre-
fer belonging to Wr alpole, on account of the better accommoda-
tions to school.

sth. As a result of this state of things, the petitioners urged
strongly, that the prosperity of the village requires the annexa-
tion. It appeared in evidence that all the house lots in the vil-
lage, within the reach of men of moderate means, are on the
Dedham side of the line; that all the houses lately built, are in
Dedham, built by late residents of Walpole, and that several
other persons in East Walpole have bought lots on this territory
in Dedham, and will soon build there. All these are in favor of
the petition, and they expressed strong desires to continue citi-
zens of Walpole. This necessity for moving into Dedham, sub-
ject to the inconvenience of the increased distance from town
meetings and from school, and also of their business being in
one town while they reside in another, operates injuriously
upon the growth of the village. It was also urged that the in-
terests of the village in its business and social relations, require
that they should be citizens of the same town, that they may
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unite their strength in carrying plans for local improvement.
1he water power is all owned in Walpole, and all the business

of the village is in Walptde, and owners of properly, and me-
chanics and others, naturally wish to reside in the town wherein
their property and business are.

A vote of the town of Dedham against the petition was be-
fore the committee, as also a remonstrance of eighty voters of
Dedham. Two of the selectmen of Dedham appeared in behalf
of the town. One objection urged, was the loss to the town of
Dedham, of property and population. The whole territory of
Dedham is about 25,000 acres ; that of Walpole, 12,700 acres.
The population of Dedham is 4379; that of Walpole is 1910.
The valuation of Dedham is $3,000,000; that of Walpole,
$BOO,OOO. As tile proposed alteration takes property from a
rich town and gives it to a comparatively poor town, and as
Walpole gains what Dedham loses, this objection could have no
weight.

The principal objection urged by the selectmen was, that the
change would injuriously affect the school district in Dedham,
from which the territory is proposed to be taken. This was the
most important question before the committee, and occupied the
principal part of their attention.

The school district, being the South School District in South
Dedham, contains twenty-eight scholars. Of this number,
three live on the territory proposed to be set off, and of these
three, two have moved into Dedham from East Walpole within
a year. As before stated, the parents of these three children
are in favor of the petition.

The amount of money appropriated to this district, by the
town of Dedham, last year, was two hundred and sixty dol-
lars ; the amount the present year is three hundred and ten dol-
lars. The school money of Dedham is, to a great extent, ap-
propriated arbitrarily; that is, quite a large proportion is given
outright to the districts, so as to secure nearly as long a school
to the small districts, as to the large. While this is continued,
and it seems to have become the settled rule in Dedham, this
district would suffer comparatively little by the loss of even a
larger number of its scholars. But the actual loss is only three;
and as the parents of these declared a decided preference in
favor of sending their children to the Walpole school, and espe-
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dally as the population of this territory is now and will con-
tinue to be materially better accommodated in Walpole than in
Dedham, the committee regard this as.clearly a case where the
convenience of the parties most interested controls the slight
inconvenience to the school district.

It appeared that the amount of money appropriated to the
East School District in Walpole last year, was two hundred and
thirty dollars; so that after this territory is set off, the Dedham
school will have more money than the Walpole school. Upon
a review of the whole question relating to the schools, the com-
mittee are decidedly of opinion that the educational interests of
the population of the territory, present and prospective, will be
promoted by the annexation, and that no injuries would result
to the school district, sufficient to prejudice the claims of the
petitioners.

One remonstrant, an occupant of the territory, appeared be-
fore the committee. His objection was mainly a matter of feel-
ing. He had lived in Dedham all his life, and was averse to
being transported to another town in his old age. While the
committee respect the feeling, they cannot yield to it the great-
est good of the greatest number.

A remonstrance, signed by twelve voters of Walpole, was
laid before the committee. One of this number appeared before
the committee; but from the statements of this one, and from
other evidence, the committee are convinced, that whatever ob-
jections these remonstrants entertain arise entirely from local
prejudice, or from feelings of personal hostility to some of the
petitioners, and that the remonstrance is not to be regarded as
having any weight in the decision of the question.

An informal vole of the town of Walpole was also before the
committee, in favor of the petition. No article was in the war-
rant relating to this matter, for the reason, as given by the peti-
tioners, that it was not supposed there was an individual in
town who would sign a remonstrance; and the fact that a few
had signed a remonstrance, was not known until it was too late
to insert an article in the warrant. A resolution in favor of the
petition was offered on leave; the vote was a large one, three
voting against it; and these three, as it appeared in evidence,
from personal considerations. The evidence was conclusive,
that apart from objections which Ore of too personal and narrow
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a nature to have any weight, the town of Walpole is unani-
mously in favor of the petition.

The whole case may be summed up thus. By the annexa-
tion,—

Ist. The population will be better accommodated to town
meeting.

2d. They will be better accommodated to school.
3d. They will live in the same town with their post office.
4th. The disadvantage of the same individual owning prop-

erty in different towns will be remedied.
sth. The population will be brought into the town to which

by their business relations, and local attachments, and social
sympathies, they belong.

6th. These results are acquired without any disadvantages,
of which any can justly complain, as Walpole gains what Ded-
ham loses, and the school in Walpole gains what that in
Dedham loses, and the population, as a whole, will be much
better accommodated, in their business, municipal and educa-
tional relations, in Walpole than in Dedham. The loss to Ded-
ham is inconsiderable, being one hundred and fortieth part of
her territory, one hundred and twentieth part of her valuation,
and one hundred and seventieth part of her population.

The committee therefore unanimously recommend that the
prayer of the petitioners be granted, and present the accompa-
nying Bill.
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AN ACT
To set off a part of the Town of Dedham, and to annex

the same to the Town of Walpole.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembledl, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of Dedham, with
2 the inhabitants thereon, as lies southwesterly of the
3 following described line, is set off from said town of
4 Dedham, and annexed to said town of Walpole, to
5 wit: beginning at a stone monument on the present
6 line, between Dedham and Walpole, in land of Luke
7 Coney, near the mill-dam of John Morse, in the south-
-8 erly part of Dedham, and running thence south
9 twenty-eight and a half degrees east, one hundred

10 and sixty-four rods, to a point on the line between
11 Dedham and Sharon, where a brook, running on said
12 line, between Sharon and Dedham, empties into Trap-
-13 hole Brook, (so called); provided, however, that the
14 inhabitants and land thus set otf, shall be holden to
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.
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15 pay all taxes heretofore assessed, in the same manner
16 as if this act had not been passed: and , provided fur-
-11 ther, that if any persons who have gained a legal set-
-18 tlement in Dedham, by residence on said territory, or
19 by having been proprietors of any part thereof, or
20 who may derive such settlement from any such resi-
-21 dent or proprietor, shall stand in need of relief or
22 support as paupers, they shall be relieved or support-
-23 ed by said town of Walpole, in the same manner as if
24 they had gained a legal settlement in that town.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


