
SENATE.....No. 98.

In Senate, May 1, 1851.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the petitions of Daniel Floyd and fifty others, of Nathaniel S.
Prince and fifty-two others, of C. B. Armstrong and others, of
George West and thirty others, in favor of a Mechanics’ Lien
Law; also, the order of January 25th, upon the same subject,
have considered the same, and report the accompanying Bilh

For the committee,

W. GRISWOLD, Chairman.
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2 [ May,LIEN OF MECHANICS, &c

AN ACT

In addition to An Act for the Lien of Mechanics and
others for the Cost of Repairs and Improvements on
Real Estate.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloxos :

1 Sect. 1. Every person who shall by contract with
2 the owner of any piece of land, or who shall by con-
-3 tract with any person who has contracted with such
4 owner, furnish labor or materials, for erecting or re-

-5 pairing any building, or the appurtenances of any
6 building, on such land, shall have a lien upon the
7 whole piece of land, and the house or building stand-
-8 ing on the same, in the manner hereinafter provided
9 for the amount due to him for such labor or mate-

-10 rials.

1 Sect. 2. Such lien shall not attach unless the
2 contract is made in writing, and signed by the owner
3 of the land, or by some person duly authorized by
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4 him, and recorded in the registry of deeds for the
5 county where the land lies. Or if such contract is
6 not in writing, such lien shall not attach unless the
7 person, who may avail himself of the benefit of this
8 act, shall, within sixty days after such labor or ma-
-9 terials shall have been furnished, file in the office of

10 the registry of deeds, for the county where the land
11 lies, a certificate containing a just and true account
12 of the demand justly due to him or them, after all
13 just credits given, which is to be a lien upon such
14 land and buildings; and a true description of the
15 property, or so near as to identify the property to
16 which the lien is' intended to apply, with the name
17 of the owner or contractor, or both, if known, which
18 shall, in all cases, be subscribed and sworn to by him-
-19 self, or some credible person in his behalf, which
20 certificate shall be recorded by the register of deeds,
21 who shall be entitled to the same fees as for record-
-22 ing deeds of equal length.

1 Sect. 3. When any debt, secured by such lien,
2 shall be fully paid, the creditor shall, at the expense
3 of the debtor, enter, on the margin of the registry
4 where the said contract or certificate is recorded, a
5 discharge of his said lien, or shall execute a deed of
6 release thereof, in like manner as is provided in rela-
-7 tion to the release of mortgages after the payment
8 thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The first, second and thirty-fifth sections
2 of the one hundred and seventeenth chapter of the
3 Revised Statutes are hereby repealed ; and the first,
4 second and third sections, of this act, are severally
5 substituted in the place of the first, second and thir-
-6 ty-fifth sections, of the said one hundred and seven-
-7 teenth chapter of the Revised Statutes.
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