
SENATE,.,.;No. 101.

The Committee, on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom*
was referred the Petition of the Boston Wharf Company, for
authority to complete their Wharf, and the Remonstrance of
Prentiss Hobbs and others, against the prayer of said Peti-
tion, have considered the same, and

That, after a prolonged examination of the whole matter,
they arc fully persuaded that the petitioners have a strong and
well founded claim for relief. The company, in 1845, obtained
a grant authorizing the extension of their wharf, with a proviso,
introduced as an amendment, that they should not pass any
creek or channel. They then, under the best scientific and
legal advice, proceeded in good faith to expend their funds in
extending the wharf in the direction pointed out in the act, but
were arrested by a controversy which arose as to the existence
of any creek or channel, which would prevent their extension.
This question was settled in 1850, by the Legislature, who
granted unconditionally to the company the right to extend
over the alleged creek or channel; but this latter grant stopped
three hundred feet short of the limits granted in the act of 1845.

The company have now shown to your committee that they
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had in good faith, and before any doubts had arisen as to their
right to do so, erected a solid stone wall, and other structures,
within the limits given by the act of 1845, at a considerable
expense, and are prevented from availing themselves of the use
of the same ; and further, that if no relief be given them by the
Legislature, they shall be put to a large additional expense, in
the removal of these works.

This same matter was before the Committee on Mercantile
Alfairs and Insurance, at the last session; and, adopting the
reasoning and conclusions then set forth in their Report upon
this subject, we herewith submit a bill, which, as will be seen,
confirms to the petitioners an extension of one hundred and fifty
feet in length.

The annexed bill fixes the same limits as the bill reported
by your committee at the last session.

BENJAMIN SEAYER, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.

AN ACT
To authorize the Boston Wharf Company to complete

and maintain their Wharf.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled,

and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 The Boston Wharf Company are hereby authorized
2 to complete and maintain their wharf, in that part of
3 Boston called South Boston, in the direction in which
4 it now runs, one hundred and fifty feet beyond the
5 line established in and by the act concerning the
6 Boston Wharf Company, passed on the twenty-ninth
7 day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty,
8 as follows, to wit: On the westerly side thereof, by a
9 line known as the commissioners’ line, established by

10 an act entitled “An Act concerning the Harbor of
11 Boston,” passed on the seventeenth day of March, in
12 the year one thousand eight hundred and forty
13 and thence running easterly by a line parallel to
14 the northerly line of said wharf, as established by the
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15 act first above mentioned, and one hundred and fifty
16 feet distant therefrom, till it meets the easterly line of
17 their wharf continued; and the said company shall
18 have the right to lay vessels at the sides and ends of
19 said wharf, and receive wharfage and dockage there-

-20 for: provided, that this grant shall not be construed
21 to extend to any land or flats of this Commonwealth,
22 lying in front of lands or flats other than those be-
-23 longing to said company, or which would be compre-
-24 bended by the true lines of such other lands or flats
25 belonging to other persons or corporations, extended
26 as far as the point to which said company are hereby
27 authorized to maintain their wharf: and provided,
28 also, that this act shall not impair the legal rights of
29 any person.


