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, May 3d, 1851.

The Second Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was re-
committed the bill to incorporate the town of Endicott, with in-
structions to report the facts, report back again the bill, with the
following statement of facts; that the proposed new town will
embrace a territory of twenty-five square miles, a population of
twelve hundred and ninety-two inhabitants, three hundred and
forty-four polls, and a valuation of four hundred and thirty-three
thousand dollars; three villages containing a population of over,
eight hundred; one large woolen factory, employing many
hands; nineteen mills and water shops and much water power
unoccupied; two meeting houses, seven school houses, four
stores, two taverns. That the Vermont and Massachusetts rail-
road runs nearly through the centre of the proposed town, on
which there are in said proposed town, two depots, doing a
large amount of business ; that eight hundred of the inhabitants
reside within one mile of the centre of the proposed new town,
and, that the remainder, with but few exceptions, will be much
nearer to said centre, than to the centres of their respective
old towns, residing, on the average, not more than two miles
from said new centre ; that the inhabitants of the north part of
Templeton, now proposed to be set off, are obliged to travel from
two and a half to five miles to get to the centre of the old town,
and the inhabitants ofWinchendon from three to six miles. The
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inhabitants from Gardner will be as well, if not better accommo-
dated, and the town line of Gardner, materially improved; that
the inhabitants of Baldwinville, the largest and most flourish-
ing village, containing upwards offour hundred inhabitants, will
not be more than about half of a mile from the place, where the
town house will probably be erected, and the inhabitants of
Dadmonville, the next largest and most flourishing village,
about a mile.

That of the inhabitants in the proposed new town, thirty-one
are taken from Gardner, leaving fourteen hundred and forty-six;
from Winchendon, three hundred and thirty-one, leaving two
thousand and ninety-three ; and from Templeton nine hundred
and thirty; leaving a population of twelve hundred and forty-
three ; that one square mile of territory is taken from Gardner,
eleven from Winchendon, leaving Winchendon somewhat larger
than the proposed new town; and thirteen square miles from
Templeton, leaving a town of about the same territorial size as
the new town will be, if incorporated ; that, as to the valuation,
it takes from Gardner, thirteen thousand dollars, and leaves
four hundred and ninety-eight thousand dollars; from Winchem
don, one hundred and two thousand dollars, leaving six hundred
and thirty-three thousand dollars; and from Templeton, three
hundred and eighteen thousand and two hundred dollars, leav-
ing four hundred and six thousand and eight hundred dollars.
That, in the opinion of a majority of the committee, the towns
of Gardner and Winchendon will not be materially injured by
the proposed change, as very little is taken of Gardner, and a
large population, much water power, occupied and unoccupied,
much wealth and a sufficiently large territory is left in Win-
chendon. The interests of Templeton, particularly of the centre,
will be more injuriously affected, but not so much so as a ma-

jority of your committee apprehend ; as the remonstrants would
seem to think, that much water power, some of it valuable,
much wealth, a sufficiently large territory, and a population
exceeding the population of one hundred and seven towns

in the State will be left in the old town; that it has yet
the elements of progress and growth, that so far as roads and
bridges are concerned, the most important ones in the old town

are in a most excellent condition, —made so, at great expense,
at the common charge of all, —and it may be well, in this con-
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nection, to state an additional fact, that if the proposed change
is made, there will be left in the old town, twenty-two mills
and water shops.

The opening of the Vermont and Massachusetts railroad,
which passes through the north part of the town of Templeton,
as has been before said, has opened a new era in the business
of that part of the town, bringing the water power, of which
there is much, into use, and as a necessary consequence, opera-
tives and men of small means, are moving in there, whose busi-
ness does not require, and means will not allow them to keep
horses and carriages, thus, making the distance which they are
obliged to travel to perform their municipal duties, more oner-
ous than the same distance would be to a merely agricultural
community. The town will be exceedingly compact, and has
the elements of growth, and in the opinion of your committee
will at the time of its next decennial census, have added very
materially to its population. A very large proportion of the in-
habitants residing in the territory, proposed to be incorporated
into a town were very anxious for the change, and a majority
of the committee, after a long and faithful hearing of both the
petitioners and remonstrants, were of the opinion that the prayer
of the petitioners should be granted.

EDWARD CAZNEAU,
JOHN WHITE,
ELIJAH DAMON.
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The undersigned, members of the second committee, on towns,
to whom was referred the petition of William Brown and
others, praying to be set off from the towns of Templeton,
Winchendon and Gardner, and incorporated into a new town
by the the name of Leßoy, being opposed to granting the
prayer of the petitioners, submit the following

That it appeared in evidence before the committee, that the
petitioners propose to take from the town of Templeton 13
square miles of her territory, and 930 inhabitants, leaving only
17 square miles and 1243 inhabitants. It also appeared that
most of the inhabitants living on the territory, proposed to be
taken from Templeton, live in two villages, situated on the line
of the railroad, and what is called Otter river. The distance
from one of these villages, Baldwinville, to the Centre village,
where the town meetings are held is three and a half miles.
From the other, Jones or Dadmonville, less than three miles,
and that the roads leading to the centre are in good repair. It
also appeared that there are several villages in different parts of
the town, and that the present centre is a convenient one for
the whole town, which is by no means large. It appeared fur-
ther, that the prospective growth of Templeton, depends mostly
upon this territory, inasmuch as the railroad and principal wa-
ter power are located there. The petitioners propose to take
from the town of Winchendon, eleven square miles with only
331 inhabitants. This is a sparse population, and though re-
mote from the place of doing town business are mostly farmers,
and necessarily keep teams. They propose to take from Gard-
ner one square mile of her territory and thirty-one inhabitants.

It appeared also, that the proposed line would divide five
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school districts, one in Templeton, one in Gardner, and three in
Winchendon. Some of them are divided nearly in centre, and
all of them must suffer great inconvenience, there not being
other facilities for their accommodation.

In view of the foregoing facts, and in view of the present po-
litical position of Templeton, considered in connection with the
fact that she is to a certain extent to be disfranchised, being
thrown into the scale with those towns, which upon the present
basis have but a fractional representation, and in view of the
strong feeling manifested on the part of the remonstrants, living
within the territory, whose standing in society entitle them to
consideration, the undersigned, are of opinion that an exigen-
cy for incorporating that territory into a new town does not
exist, and respectfully submit that the petitioners have leave
to withdraw their petition.

DAVID MOSELY, of Senate.
W, TAYLOR, of House.




