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The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition of
Leavitt Thaxter, Guardian of the Chappeqniddic Indians,
asking aid from the State, to enable them to build division
fences, have considered the same, and

REPORT

the following statement and the accompanying Resolve.

The petition in this case is as follows :—“ Respectfully repre-
sent the undersigned, (being a committee duly chosen by the
Indians and people of color, resident on the Island of Chappe-
quiddic, in Dukes county, to petition the Legislature for aid to
enable them to build division fences,) that the length of the di-
visional lines between said Indians and people of color, is two
thousand six hundred and fifty-seven rods; that they are and
have been laboring under very great disadvantages, from the
fact that their lands are not fenced; that there are on said lands
no materials of which to build a fence; and that they are and
have been unable to buy materials for fencing; that consequent-
ly, they are obliged to tether their cattle at considerable ex-
pense for ropes, besides much extra care and labor; that their
cattle sometimes break their tethering ropes and trespass on
their neighbors, whereby ill feelings and sometimes litigation
follow, thereby disturbing the peace and quiet of said Indians,
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&c. And yonr petitioners further represent, that if the lands of
said Indians, &c. were fenced, it would contribute greatly to the
peace, happiness and prosperity of said Indians, and that they
will be able thereby the better to improve their lands, and ob-
tain a comfortable livelihood for themselves and their children.
Wherefore your petitioners, on behalf of said Indians and peo-
ple of color, pray the honorable court aforesaid, that they may
be allowed the sum of two thousand dollars, for the purpose of
buying fencing stuff to enable them to fence their lands, and as
in duty bound will ever pray.

(Signed.) Leavitt Thaxter, Guardian.
Isaiah Belain,
Daniel T. Webquish,

Committee.
It is, of course, well known, that these Indians have no power

of alienation over the lands which they occupy, the State hav-
ing prohibited them from making any conveyance of the lands.
Before the year 1828, these lands were occupied in common, but
on the 10th of March, in that year, an act was passed, appoint-
ing commissioners to make a division of the lands among the
seventeen families composing the tribe. This division was
made, and the lines were established. But owing to the want
of means and materials, it has been impossible for the occupants
to build the fences. Their guardian, Mr. Thaxter, says “that
the Chappequiddic tribe have no woodland or materials for
building a fence. Their circumstances in this respect are dif-
ferent from the other tribes.” That these fences are indispensa-
ble to the proper use and enjoyment of the soil, and conse-
quently, to the increased peace, happiness and prosperity of
said Indians, seems to the committee so apparent, that they
forbear enlarging upon the various reasons which suggest them-
selves in its favor. The commissioners of 1848, observing this
want, remark in page 10 of their report: —“ The Indians have
as yet been, and still are, unable to fence, respectively, their
allotments. They are obliged to pasture their cattle with the
tethering rope. Farmers will readily understand the serious
inconvenience of this necessity, and other troubles arising from
the absence of fences.”

The expense of building these fences is thus estimated by Mr.
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Thaxter, who appeared before the committee in behalf of the
petitioners. “• The lines in these seventeen divisions amount to
2657 rods in length. I have calculated three lengths of fence
to two rods, making 3986 lengths or frames of fence. This
number, multiplied by three, the number of rails in a length,
makes 11,958 rails. Four thousand posts will be required,
which, added to 11,958, makes 15,958 posts and rails, which I
have estimated at $l2 50 a hundred, making $1994 75, which
the material for a fence will cost.”

Your committee would again ask the attention of the Legis-
lature, to the Report of the Commissioners of 1848, No. 46 of
House Documents, of the year 1849. The governor, in com-
municating that report to the House, takes occasion to say :
“ These scattered and poor remains of tribes, who were once
the numerous and powerful occupants of our hills and valleys,
our lakes and rivers, of which advancing civilization has dis-
possessed them, have the strongest claims upon the government
of the Commonwealth, to do every thing in their power to pre-
serve their existence, protect their rights, and improve their con-
dition. I commend the subject to your consideration, with the
hope that the Report of the Commissioners, who have given to
it great labor and attention, will lead to such legislative provis-
ions as are demanded by justice and humanity.”

In regard to the condition of these Indians, your committee
beg leave to quote from the above mentioned report. “ This
tribe occupies a part of the small island of the same name, being
a part of Martha’s Yineyard, and separated from Edgartown by
a narrow arm of the sea, which forms the harbor of that town.
Their territory comprises 692 acres. It is on a bleak exposure,
and the soil is barren, and yields a precarious subsistence to the
most unremitting industry. * * * * The Chappequiddics
depend for subsistence entirely, with the exception of those who
go to sea, and of some few women who go out to service, upon
agriculture. They are generally very industrious, securing by
economy and hard labor, a comfortable living, and some few
adding, from year to year, to their little property, generally in
the way of improverpents of their lands. * * * * Twenty
years ago, they were preeminently a degraded people, unchaste,
intemperate, and, by consequence, improvident; now, they are
chaste, not a case of illegitimacy, so far as we could learn, ex-
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isting among them ; temperate, comparing in this respect, most
favorably with the same population, in the same condition of
life, in any part of the State, and comfortable, not inferior in
dress, manners and intelligence, to their white neighbors. * *

They rarely commit offences, and they have learned patience
under grievances.”

Your committee believe that the history and condition of this
race of people, and their peculiar relations to, and claims upon,
the State, are too well understood to require an elaborate and
detailed report upon these subjects. Without appealing to any
motives of humanity in behalf of this poor remnant of a people,
who are proverbially known and recognized as the “children of
the State,” their claims upon us to save them from suffering and
promote their comfort, are founded in the strictest justice. The
endowment of charitable institutions and the erection of monu-
ments are not more worthy objects of the State’s bounty, to say
the least, than the necessities of these feeble tribes, towards
whom the State does, and must always, stand in the relation of
guardian.

We are satisfied, from all the evidence before us in regard to
the subject of this petition, that the advantages and blessings
which must inevitably result to these Indians from granting
them this aid, and thus “ promoting them in their social, moral,
religious and political relations,” will be almost beyond estima-
tion. And we are, therefore, unanimously of opinion, that the
prayer of the petition ought to be granted, and respectfully
recommend the passage of the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

E. B. BIGELOW, Chairman.
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Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding two thousand dollars,
be allowed and paid out of the Treasury of the Commonwealth,
under the direction of the Governor and Council, for the pur-
pose of building fences upon the lands of the Indians and peo-
ple of color, inhabitants of the island of Chappequiddic, in
Dukes county, according to the lines of division as laid out and
established on said lands, by the Commissioners appointed
under the Act of March 10, 1828, for that purpose, and that a
warrant or warrants be drawn accordingly.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-One.

RESOLVE
In favor of the Chappeqniddic Indians.




